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To readers of Character for Tomorrow,
What is character? Character is what makes your life happy 
or unhappy. It is present in every major decision you 
make and defines what type of person you are: honest or 
deceitful; responsible or unreliable; brave or cowardly; 
kind or cruel. It is an ever-evolving process and we must 
draw inspiration from those around us. But while you 
can be influenced by them, you, and you alone, make the 
ultimate decision about what kind of person you will be.

Senator John McCain

“Inspiration and heart can be found in 
many places, even in the person sitting 
next to you in school.”

At an early age we learn to emphasize our strengths 
and to hide our “character-building” experiences. 
Not so for contributors to this book. 

In Character for Tomorrow, we hear the voices of young 
men (ages 15-25) as they confront challenging 
times, define their core values and shape their 
futures by: 

➢	 Fitting in, yet staying true to themselves

➢	 Dealing with reality: “Ultimately, I knew 
	  I would be happy being Goose rather  
	 than Maverick”

➢	 Handling rejection, a family break-up or  
	 even death or incarceration of a parent

➢	 Embracing risk, responsibility, mentors,  
	 parents and self-esteem with “one surge  
	 of effort at a time”

➢	 Getting in touch with emotions, learning  
	 to serve others or recognizing true love 

➢	 Finding a college major, a career, faith or 
	  a sense of purpose

Story contributors include class presidents, star 
athletes, valedictorians, aspiring artists, dedicated 
volunteers, young men of strong faith and all-
around great guys.
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“These stories have convinced me that 
all of us will be challenged in some 
life-changing way.”

  

JAMES F. WARNE was impressed by the stories he 
heard from high school classmates. In the summer 
before his junior year, he contacted a select group of 
recent graduates and current students, and persuaded 
them to submit their personal stories for publication  
in Character for Tomorrow. This collection of inspiring 
stories is the result of his effort.

James is the sixth generation in his family to call 
Arizona home. He founded Camelback Press, LLC 
and the Character for Tomorrow SeriesTM as a way to give 
back to his community, high school and mentors. 
James attends Brophy College Preparatory in Phoenix, 
Arizona and will graduate in 2008.
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