ABOUT KEN SLAVIN

Some folks compare him to a young Tony Bennett, Johnny Hartman or Mel Torme.  One reviewer dubbed him “Mr. Tuxedo Voice.”  Texas Monthly says he’s one of the “Swing Set.”  In reality, his voice, persona and performance style put him in a category all his own.  But no matter how you describe him, there isn’t anybody on today’s music scene quite like jazz crooner KEN SLAVIN.

Actively seeking new bookings for 2007 aboard cruise ships and at overseas resorts and hotels, as well as new venues stateside, Ken is an exciting and naturally gifted singer and entertainer whose good taste and showmanship make him a first-class choice for nearly any setting.  A late bloomer who began singing at the age of 29, he was voted BEST VOCALIST OF 2007 by readers of The San Antonio Current.  He also has been named “Best Musician,” “Best Lounge/Jazz Act,” and nominated numerous times as “Best Male Vocalist” by the same publication.  

He just finished a critically acclaimed seven-month run at the world-famous Fairmount Hotel in downtown San Antonio.  He also holds the record for the longest entertainment run at the same hotel, where he appeared for three and a half years (1998-2001).

Ken is equally comfortable in large concert halls, intimate lounges, small theaters and at private parties and is noted for his easy rapport with audiences of all kinds.  He sings in English, Spanish and Italian (even a little Greek!) and he has conquered most of San Antonio’s major performance venues, from the Alamodome to notable concert halls such as the historic downtown Charline McCombs Empire Theatre, the landmark Carver Cultural Center, the Ruth Taylor Concert Hall at Trinity University, and the Josephine Theater, where he has received many standing ovations for his heartfelt and carefully crafted concerts.  He also has performed in New York, Dallas, Houston, Austin and on the Texas Gulf Coast.  

His classy and fresh approach to the Great American Songbook has earned Ken the honor of opening for such jazz legends as The Four Freshmen, David Sanborn, Chico Hamilton and Eddie Palmieri, a guest performance with the internationally acclaimed Jim Cullum Jazz Band, and invitations to perform at private parties for Grammy winners Helen Reddy and Vikki Carr.  His unique interpretations of jazz, pop and foreign language classics and his charismatic stage presence have made him one of the city’s favorite entertainers from the “black-tie” set to the nightclub, lounge and college crowds.  (No easy feat in a city noted more for its country, rock and Tejano roots than jazz!) His three New Year’s Eve shows last December at the upscale Palm Restaurant sold out weeks in advance with more than 400 “covers” that contributed to net sales of more than $26,000.   (In 2003 his caricature was added to that famous eatery’s wall, joining other local and national celebrities in a bit of “immortality.”)

He wrote and starred in his first-ever jazz cabaret show in March 2006 at the newly restored Church Bistro and Theatre at King William, a charming “re-adapted” church originally built in 1912.  The two-act tour-de-force entitled “Just You, Just Me” attracted good audiences and critical praise.  This show is available for out-of-town engagements.

Currently working on his fourth CD, Ken opened the main stage for Latin jazz legend and Grammy Award winner Eddie Palmieri at the 2006 “Jazz’SAlive” – San Antonio’s nationally renowned jazz festival held in the heart of downtown at Travis Park.  He also entertained several thousand attendees at the 2006 Texas Society of Architects convention at the Dallas Hyatt Regency Hotel last fall.

Jim Beal Jr., arts writer for the San Antonio Express-News, writes, “When it comes to crooning in the classic jazz/pop saloon style, Ken Slavin has no peers.”  In strong demand for public and private gigs throughout the state, Ken has starred in many self-produced concerts, appeared on numerous TV and radio programs, and is a favorite entertainer for galas and fundraising events.   A testament to his popularity was a recent mid-summer’s night “Concert Under the Stars” at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens.  More than 1,400 people braved triple-digit heat to sit on blankets and folding chairs to hear Ken and his band perform, breaking the attendance record for the event.  

He has entertained thousands at the St. Mary’s University Fiesta Oyster Bake (most recently as a headliner at the 90th anniversary of the event) and the nationally televised Fiesta River Parade and the Christmas River Parade. And he has headlined major fundraising events for such notable non-profits as the San Antonio AIDS Foundation, Any Baby Can, the American Heart Association, the Children’s Bereavement Center, the San Antonio Public Library Foundation, the Landa Gardens Conservancy, the Muscular Dystrophy Association, the Leukemia Society, the YMCA and the USO.  His CDs are on numerous local and not-so-local radio play lists, including Trinity University’s jazz station, KRTU-FM, San Antonio College’s mainstay, KSYM-FM, and such far-flung locales as New York City and Colorado Springs.  His “YouTube” videos have enjoyed thousands of “hits” and have garnered complimentary comments from as far away as The Philippines, Poland, Italy and Portugal.

In 2001 Ken released his third album, “The Song is You.”  It earned positive reviews locally and nationally and enjoyed strong sales.  His other two albums, “Fascinatin’ Rhythm” in 1992 and “Tender is the Night” in 1996 (a fund-raising album for the San Antonio AIDS Foundation) received critical acclaim locally and nationally, as well as extensive radio airplay. Ken’s version of “Mack the Knife”—his “signature tune” with which he regularly ends live performances— is featured in a 36-track, two-CD set, “Música San Antonio,” produced by the San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau.  He is currently working on a fourth CD, slated for release in 2007.
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