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Legal Disclaimer

While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this publication neither
the Author nor the Publisher assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary
interpretation of the subject matter herein.

This publication is not intended for use as a source of legal or accounting advice. The Author
and Publisher want to stress that the information contained herein may be subject to varying
state and / or local laws or regulations. All users are advised to retain competent counsel to
determine what state and /or local laws or regulations may apply to the user’s particular
business.

The purchaser or reader of this publication assumes responsibility for the user of these
materials and information. Adherence to all applicable laws and regulations, federal, state,
and local, governing professional licensing, business, practices, advertising and all other
aspects of doing business in the United States or any other jurisdiction is the sole
responsibility of the purchaser or reader. The Author and Publisher assume no responsibility
or liability whatsoever on the behalf of any purchaser or reader of these materials.

Any perceived slights of specific people or organizations are unintentional.

Earning and Income Disclaimer:

We make every effort to ensure that we accurately represent our products and services and
their potential for income. Earning and income represent our products and services and their
potential for income. Earning and income statements made by our company and its
customer are estimates of what we think you can possibly earn. There is no guarantee that
you will make these levels of income and you accept the risk that the earning and income
statements differ by individual.

As with any business, your result may vary and will be vary on your individual capacity,
business experience, expertise and level of desire. There are no guarantees concerning the
level of success you may experience. The testimonials and examples used are exceptional
results which do not apply to the average purchaser and are not intended to represent or
guarantee that anyone will achieve the same or similar results. Each individual's success
depends on his or her background dedication, desire and motivation.

There is no assurance that examples of past earnings can be duplicated in the future. We
cannot guarantee your future results and /or success. There are some unknown risks in
business and on the Internet that we cannot foresee which can reduce results. We are not
responsible for your actions.

The use of our information, products and services should be based on your own due
diligence and you agree that our company is not liable for any success or failure of your
business that is directly or indirectly related to the purchase and use of our information,
products and services.
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Chapter 1: What are Blog and Blogging
Phenomenon?

What is a Blog?
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A blog is a website made up of short, frequently updated posts written by the website
owner. The person is known as blogger.

“Blogging” is the act of writing and publishing blog posts. These actions had a huge
impact on the way information is presented, published and consumed on the internet.
Unlike many online developments that turn out to be just fads, blogs are most definitely

here to stay.

Date of post Title of post Links of interest

\ —
Yo

IEAIac, Re Peace

community. Three years ago, [ was only getting my feet wet by messing around with
style sheets, constantly frustrated that Matscape 4 wouldn't do what the C55 spec

addCyours

| \ |

Permalink Catagory links Comments link Post context




Money From Blog Coaching Club — MFB Blogging Phenomenon 2008

History of Blogging

The first few blogs appeared on the web at the end of 1990s, no one could have
predicated the amazing growth they would experience over the next few years.

Blogs started as a simple, user-friendly way for people to publish on the Net and
regularly update their thoughts and views, information that are relevant to their readers
and also links to other websites. However, these early blogs were mostly produced by
people with a lot of Programming knowledge and they catered to a narrow audience of
technically minded people.

Finally, in 1999 an easy to use online application called blogger made blogging accessible
to anyone, and this new technology really started to take off. When mighty Google
bought Blogger in 2003, the search engine secured the future popularity of blogging as
an online activity for millions of people. The number of blogs on the internet soared and
blogging officially become an online phenomenon.

Blogging had arrived and arrived with a bang!

Since then, blogging has continued to grow in leaps and bounds becoming more and
more popular as time goes by. There are no signs of this incredible trend slowing down.

Here are some of the blog-related statistics;

A search for “blog” on Google in November 2005 showed 475 million results

Web [mages Groups Mews Scholar more »

GO Ug[e blog dvaness aach

Search: @ the web O pages from Singapore

Web Results 1- 10 of about 1,610,000,000 for blog [definition]. (0.17 seconds)

Blog directory Technorati was tracking more than 21 million blogs by November 2005.
A new blog is created every second.
Bloggers add more than 33,000 new blog posts every hour.

Plus the internet big boys have all joined in. Yahoo, MSN and AOL are all joining Google
Blogger in taking blogging to the masses.

The result of this blog explosion is that everyone from millionaires to work-at-home
mummy to carpenter to directors of fortune 500 companies can now have their own
blog.

What is the New Age Blog?

A blog can be a stand-alone website or part of a larger website which made up of short
articles of pieces of information that usually contain links to other relevant articles or
website.

These posts are written by the website owner or by an appointed person on a regular
basis with the most recent post appearing at the top of the page. Blogging software

automatically archives each post by date and often by category, so it is easy to find
Page| 3
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older posts. This reverse chronological content system and automatic archiving make
blogs different from regular websites.

Another difference is that the comments system common to most blogs which allows
bloggers to have conversations with their readers by letting visitors to post their own
comments or views on the topics being discussed.

Blogging allows anyone and everyone to have a voice online, no matter what is their
level of technical knowledge. This influx of fresh voice onto the internet combined with
the open communication, blogging has thus helped to stop web from being dominated by
large corporations.

ST701 Cars Classified Colourdots (Singapore) ARSUTe
Wew/Pracunad Models Avsilable For Sala Emative, meuing and stylish ek
At Attractive Prices phatography for your vedding day Jinghui

'Ads by Google Clementi west, West of

Advanced Christmas Gift for Myself

Things that we own and use, go through wear and tear over time.
Therefore, there would be always be occasions when we have to replace
them.

Caincidentally, it is coming to Christmas month and T need ta buy new

Blogs have become flexible tools with many different uses. Most importantly, for our
purposes - Blogs have become a highly effective business tool. Both online and offline
businesses can use blogs to take their products and services to a wider audience,
increasing their traffic, leads and sales. There are even bloggers today whose sole source
of income comes from blogging.

However, before we start to explore on how blog can benefit your business, it is
important that you understand the reason why blog have become so popular.

Why Blog & Blogging?

Bloggers and their readers love to read blogs, for a number of reasons.

One of the key reasons is that there are a lot of very good blog writers out there; all
sharing their opinions, knowledge and advice on topics people are interested in reading
about.

It is the human aspect of blogs that draws many people to them. Bloggers tend to write
in a very personal and informal style, which is in contrast to the many more corporate
and faceless websites out there.

Another very popular feature of blogging is its conversational aspect. Many blogs allow
visitors to leave comments on what they had read and other readers can then reply to
these comments and continue the discussion. Popular blogs often create a sense of

Page| 4
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community because the same people return again and again to post comments and
connect with other people interested in the same topics.

Blogs also offer people with new fresh opinions, a change from the main stream media
and online news websites. Since blog posts are usually brief, regularly updated and easy
to read, many people now read their favourite blogs everyday as much as they could
just like an online newspaper or magazine.

From the point of view of bloggers themselves, the incredibly user-friendly content
management system offered by blogging is a major factor in blogging rapid ascent.
People jumped at the chance to publish their thoughts and views on the internet without
needing any special technical knowledge or even their own website.

The services or providers like blogger, typepad, wordpress and Yahoo 360 make
blogging easy to use, quick and inexpensive or even free, which resulted in blogging now
plays a major role in today’s online communication today.

That is why if you have an online or offline business or even no business at all. Blogs are
one online development that you simply cannot ignore.

The Growth of Business Blogging

Everyone from the one-person business to the huge corporation has joined the
“blogosphere”. What is particularly interesting to internet business owners and offline
business owners large and small is the way blogs are fast developing into a very useful
business tool.

Trend history

®blog

A MCH WHUMma
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For example, if you are currently having an online business and you can add a blog to
your website you can:

Attract more traffic to your web site
Encourage your customers to return to your site more often
Build better customer relations
Reach a wider audience
Ultimately, generate more sales and more profits on the internet!

Many other businesses have also started blogs and have been enjoying great success
with them. Of course, this is very good news for you, because there are a lot of
successful blog models out there to learn from. We now know what works and what
doesn’t - so you don’t need to waste time on ineffective tools and strategies.

On top of the growing number of successful business blogs, more people than ever
before are aware of blogs and what they are. In fact, there is probably no better time to
start a business blog than right now because

Blogging is easier than ever with improved services from the likes blogger.com and
wordpress.com

There are tons of great tools and blogging resources you can use, such as blog
directories, RSS feeds and dedicated blog search engines

There are more way to make money with your blog than ever before, such as Adsense
and Blog Ads

In this eBook, we will show you step by step on how you can create your own business
blog and capitalize on this exciting phenomenon.

We will give you the best strategies and tools you can use to promote your blog and use
it to meet your objective, whether that means increasing your sales, presenting a more
human face to your online customers, reaching out to a wider audience or just
generating some extra income.

And because the vast majority of bloggers don't use these tools and strategies
effectively, just reading this eBook will give you head start when it comes to launching
your first blog
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Chapter 2

How a Business Blog Can explode Yours Sales &
Profit

Benefits From Blog and Explode Your Sales and Profits

Benefit 1 - Reach a Wider Audience

If you make your blog interesting enough to your target audience, you can use it to
reach far more people than a static sales web site ever could. A blog works so well
because it takes advantage of the fact that most people are searching for information
online. They are not necessarily looking to buy something right away.

However, by providing people with valuable information you increase your credibility in
the eye of your target audience. That will put you in an excellent position to convert your
readers into paying customers or the very least make them aware of your products or
services.

Many regular websites provide their visitors with useful information by adding
informative articles to their sites but because a blog is so easy to update, it is very
efficient tool for creating and presenting fresh content that your target audience is
interested in. These frequent updates also attract a lot more repeat traffic than a static
web site could.

Even if you have an offline business that doesn’t directly sell anything online, like a
coffee shop or a movie theatre, a well written blog can also help to spread the word
about your business and bring more foot traffic to your place of business.

A static web site would have difficulty attracting such attention from people returning
again and again to read the latest update but that is what blog are made for.

Benefit 2 - Generate Better Search Engine Rankings

If you do business in the internet, whether by selling products online or by using the web
to promote your offline store or services, you will need to make sure that your target
audience can find your web site among the millions of others.
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One of the best ways is to make sure you can be found by people for what you have to
look for is to show up at the top of the search results in the free search engines like
Google and yahoo.

That's why search engine optimization has become such a key internet strategy.
Everyone wants to become the top of the free search engine rankings. This is especially
important when you consider the fact that there are more than 200 millions searches on
Google everyday.

A blog is an extremely effective tool to help you rise up the search engine ranking with a
very little cost.

There are 3 main reasons why blog are an excellent tool for Search Engine Optimisation
(SEO):

Keywords: keywords are the words people use to search for information in the
search engine. The more relevant keywords you have on your website or blog,
the more chance you have to attract the people searching for those words.

Link: Short for hyperlinks, links are highlighted words or phrases that people can
click to move from one blog to another or website to another. If popular blogs or
websites link to your blog or website, the search engines will decide that your site
is also popular and give you a boost up their rankings. f you have high traffic blog
and you link your blog to your sales website, you can increase the search engine
ranking of your website.

Fresh content: The third factor in how search engines rank your website is the
freshness of your content. Google and other search engines want to provide web
searchers with the most up-to-date and relevant content they can identify. That
is why their technology is constantly gathering information about new web sites
and updates to existing sites. The more frequently a site is update with fresh
content, the more often the search engines will visit to index the pages and the
better chance those pages will have of climbing higher in the rankings. Since a
blog format allows you to add fresh content every day, a regular updated blog
can give you yet another boost in the search engine rankings. Every blog post
gets its own unique URL, therefore, the more you post the more you can increase
your search engine ranking.

Benefit 3 - Boost Your Revenue

The ultimate goal of any business blog is to increase the profits of the business as a
whole. A well managed blog can certainly provide a couple of additional revenue streams
for your business. The most obvious being through the extra traffic a blog can drive to
your online or offline store.

If your blog showcases new products and includes subtle marketing messages, you can
drive people from your blog to the sales and product pages on your website with a little
effort. As a result, you are able to close more sales. If you have an offline store, you can
drive more traffic to it by showcasing your products and offers and generating interest
and excitement on you blog.
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The other potential revenue stream is third party advertising on your blog. As you now
know, a good blog can attract significant volume of traffic. One benefit is that heavy
traffic can make your blog attractive to advertisers. There are a couple of options
available to you which we will cover later.

Benefit 4 - Develop Relationships with your Audience through Open
Communication

Another great benefit of blog is that it allows you to develop a rapport with your visitors
by posting advices, tips and updates on your products, services and industry as well as
addressing any particular customer concerns or queries.

Benefit 5 - Build a Community of Interested Followers

Communicating with your customers through a blog can be completely one-way by you
simply writing regular new updates or posting information of interest for your audiences
to read. It can also be two-way, with you posting a topic and then allowing people to
leave comments or ask questions.

The functions also provide another benefit with the ability to create a community of like
minded people on a topic specific blog. By leaving comments, readers can interact with
other people interested in the same things, as they would on an internet forum or
message board.

Community building aspect of blog keeps people coming back to leave more comments
or to view replies to their previous comments. The ease of open dialogue facilitated by
blogging is a major factor in its huge rise in popularity as being able to discuss topics of
interest with like minded people is very attractive to many internet users.

By allowing people to leave comments, you are encouraging discussions related to the
topic of your website, which means that your blog site will be constantly updated with
fresh new keywords related to your business, meaning better search engine ranking for
you.

Benefit 6 - Humanize your Business to Let Your Potential Customers feel
Comfortable buying from you

One of the major benefits of a blog is that it allows you to give your business a personal
voice. Blogs answer the public’s cry for a less sanitised style of business/consumer
interactions and let people know that there is a living, breathing person behind that
website.

This personal touch helps to create trust which in turn can help to build a loyal customer
base. This encourages repeat customers, builds your reputation and ultimately increases
your overall sales and profits.

For small businesses, it is fairly easy to write in a personal way, write as if you are
speaking with your customers in person. This approach has worked very well for small
Page| 9
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business, however large businesses and corporation have seen blogs as a perfect way to
get in touch with their customers and present a more human image.

Benefit 7 - Establish Yourself as a Leading Expert in Your Industry

Establishing your credibility in the eyes of your target audience is a very important part
of any business but particularly an online business. After all, with an offline business,
anyone can walk in off the street and ask questions to gauge your expertise.

However, web business owners have to work much harder to build their credibility
because they cannot reply on this personal contact.

Here again, a blog can be invaluable. Not only can it humanize your online business by
allowing you to write in an informal style, but it also gives you the opportunity to write
posts that position you as an expert. This is a techniqgue commonly used by people who
offer their services online, like writers, business coaches and public relations
professionals.

Benefit 8 - Blogs Offer Easy to use, Cost Effective Web publishing and Content
Management Tools

Another reason for the stratospheric rise of blogs is that they are so easy to set up and
manage. People who may have previously been put off from building their own web sites
because of worries about their level of technical knowledge jumped on blog as a way to
create their own presence online and this led to an explosion in diary style blogging.

In addition to that, a business blog is just as cheap and easy to create as a personal
diary style one.

Any business owners can set up an effective blog for between zero to ten dollars a
month depending on the provider you use and how advanced you want your blog to be.
You don’t need any programming knowledge to start and to maintain your own blog, and
you can be up and running in minutes.

You can post your blog instantly. This allows you to update your readers and customers
with important information as soon as you get it. This is to show them that you ahead of
the game.

Additionally, the archiving feature that is common to blog software will automatically
store all the contents that you had created allowing you to keep a history and group
posts into categories

These will make blog great information resources for visitors to your website. Many good
blogs also have search functions allowing visitors to find the topics that interest them
most.

Whether you are a small business owner or the CEO of a large corporation, a blog can
help you to achieve key objectives such as communicating more personally with your
customers, reaching a wider audience online, boosting the search engine ranking for
your website and selling more of your products and services.

Page| 10
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Chapter 3

Blogging Advantage to Online Business

Create a Blog to Generate Traffic and Sales for Your Online
Business

Like any new technology, blogging took some time to become firmly established.
However, now blogging has matured to the point where we can fully understand its
marketing potential and develop proven system so you can use blog effectively to
promote your business on the internet.

There are many blogging strategies techniques and tools that have now been tested and
proven to work. These ranges from traffic strategies to writing techniques and from
promotional tools to tips on how best to generate profit with your blog.

What this means to you is that you don’t have to waste time trying out lots of different
tools and strategies to find the one that work. We have already analysed hundreds of
successful blogs for you, tested our own ideas and discovered exactly what techniques
and approaches generate the most interest traffic and sales for you business. All you
have to do is simply follow these proven formulas for success.

Of course how you use these tools and strategies will depend very much on the blog
model you choose to follow. There are 3 main business blog models:

e A blog that promotes your online business
e A blog that promotes your offline business

e A stand alone blog that generates its own revenue

The Benefits of a Blog

You can promote a blog through search engines and directories specifically designed for
blogs, where there is less competition than in a regular search engine.

A blog is more of a two way to discuss between you and your readers which gives
your audience a voice and facilitates a community environment

A blog is much more informal way that gives your business a friendly face that
readers are more likely to trust and relate to

Page| 11




Money From Blog Coaching Club — MFB Blogging Phenomenon 2008

Blog content is more frequently updated which prompts visitors to return
frequently

Create value added content to attract more visitor to you website

A blog contains so much contents, thus, it can be a great tool to use if you sell a product
online. Through the posts on your blog, you can give your visitors useful information
relevant to the needs of your target audience.

For instance, if you are selling an eBook on motorcycle maintenance, you can post news
items on motorbike related topics and tips on keeping your bike running smoothly.
Remember, this type of relevant content fives you a leg up in the search engine rankings
and attract more visitors to your blog and web site.

Alternatively, if you are running a website selling scuba gear, you can write a blog entry
on tips for maintaining your equipment. You can also blog about diving news and
destinations and create a way for your visitors to connect with other divers.

Build a Buzz around New Products

You can also use your blog to tell your potential customers about any new products or
services you had offered. In fact, this strategy is now used by some authors and
publishers of eBooks and other information products who release selected parts of their
working in progress to build some buzz before they actually launch the product.

But this strategy isn’'t just for information products. You can virtually take any new
product and release snippets of information about some of its new features and benefits
to build up a sense of anticipation within your market.

A blog which can easily be updated daily which is ideal for this process. By timing it well,
you could create a virtual line up of people wanting to buy your product on the launch
day!

You can even involve your readers and customers in the development of new products
by asking for their comments and suggestions.

As long as you are not duplicating content, running a couple of blogs and linking
between them, it can be an excellent traffic strategy.

There is a blog setup specially to sell one particular product by providing interesting and
relevant content that will appeal to the eBook’s target audience. By involving the readers
in the book development, the author is generating a ton of interest in his book before he
releases it.

In fact, this request for help with designing the cover had generated nearly 150
responses, with many readers leaving long, detailed feedbacks.
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Collect Your Blog Visitors’ Email Address and grow your opt-in
Email List

One of the best ways to turn your blog visitors into potential customers is to collect their
email address so that you can follow up with them and market to them by email.

If you already use an opt-in form on you main sale site to grow your opt-in email list,
then it will be easy to simply add another opt-in form to your blog. In this way, your
blog’s visitors can sign up to receive your newsletter report or whatever you are offering
and you will have a way to keep in touch with them after they left your blog.

Most importantly, you will have a way to drive those subscribers to your sales website
and ultimately convert your blog visitors into paying customers.

If you don’t have an opt-in form on your main sales website, now is the time to create
one. By offering your website visitors something free of charge of value for free, you will
be able to collect their names and email addresses. Once you have this crucial
information, you can get in touch with them again and again to offer them free
information, maintaining your relationship with them and promoting your products and
services to them.

Then you can add a similar opt-in offer to your blog, and use it to add your blog visitors
to the mailing list for your sales site.

You can use opt-in to:

Let your subscribers know about your latest blog posts

Create previews of up and coming hot topics in your blog

Send a monthly free newsletter to your subscribers

Announce new products and services you offering from your sales website
Promote any special offers or discounts on your products

Additionally, you can drive both your website traffic and blog visitors to you sales site
where you can convert them into paying customers.

The best part is that you can handle all your opt-in automatically using software like
1shoppingcart. With auto-responders, your email marketing campaign will be 90% hand
free.

Of course, before you are able to email your visitors, you have to collect their email
address first. In order to do this, you will need to place an opt-in box or subscription box
prominently on your blog. To get this auto-responders program, we highly recommend
you to use one shoppingcart; this is a very reliable web base auto-responder program
which have every feature that you need. Click Here To Get One!

Email marketing is one of the most successful online marketing strategies.
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Offer Paid for Content

If you are selling information such as stock tips that you have to regularly email to your
customers, you can use blogging software to create a password protected content hub
and there is a chargeable fee for you to access to it as an alternative or addition to the
email service.

If you are selling information product like an eBook, you can offer one year free access
to a blog containing valuable extra information as a form of bonus when selling your
product.

They key here is to offer some of your information for free as a taster that will invite
readers to subscribe for the full text and access to the complete archives. Many online
news organizations and research websites do this, as do online businesses that offer
members only areas of their site.

Create a Community around Your Blog

If you sell products such as camera, a blog is great for posting content like product
reviews, photography tips and news that is all aimed at a very specific target audience.

A community encourages people to return again and again and you can even use this
community to help you to generate ideas for new products. For example, if you sell a
software application that you had developed. You can invite readers of your blog to
contribute suggestions as to show how the software can be improved for the next
version.

If you sell a product that is updated regularly, a blog is perfect for generating invaluable
customer feedback as to how you can improve your products.

Improve your Customer Service

You can use a blog to provide answers to the questions your customers have about your
products, services and other aspects of your business. When you allow your customers
to post questions making your blog a kind of interactive FAQs, or you can simply post
answers to common questions that your receive through customer’s email.

When you are attentive to your customers’ needs and are willing to go that extra mile to
provide them with excellent service. These will make existing customers more likely to
buy from you again and will encourage potential new customers to do business with you.
You don’t even have to call it a blog.

Humanize your Business

One of the challenges when you are running an online business is that you have very
little face to face contact with your customers. Hence, it can be lacking of a human
element. A blog with an informal style is a great way to humanize your business and
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inject some of your own personality into it. Ultimately, you are able to make potential
customers feel more comfortable buying from you.

Of course you can do this with your regular website by adding a photograph of yourself
and a personal message. However, that fixed message is very much a one-way
communication from you to your customers.

A blog allows you to initiate and maintain a rapport building dialogue with your
audiences. It allows you to stamp some of your own personality onto your business and
talk about topics and issues that are relevant to you and your target market.

Boost Our Credibility and Establish your Expertise

By offering informative and relevant information to your target audience, you will boost
your credibility in the eyes of your readers. This will allows them see that there is a real
person behind the web site on their computer screen

By talking knowledgeably about your subject area, you will also be able to build your
reputation as an expert in your field, something that you can only help you to attract
more customers and generate more sales.

Once you gain your readership, you can even release an eBook made up entirely of a
collection of your post and sell in on your blog for some cash.

There is even a service call Blogbinders that allow you to turn your blog into a printed
book. Cafepress is another site that allows you to create and sell your own books.

The beauty of using blog is to promote your online business is when you add more and
more posts; you are effectively creating a dynamic and constantly changing content
section for your web site. Additionally, by including important keywords in the content,
the ones used by your target audience to search for information on your subject area,
your blog will continually act as a magnet to draw traffic into your site through the
search engines.

The content of your blog is not just a useful information resource for your visitors; it can
also boost your credibility by showing off your expertise in your industry. You can also
incorporate subtle marketing strategies such as creating a buzz around for a new
product by releasing information on your blog before it launches. You can also announce
the release of new products or services with a link to your website of course.

The comments feature of blogs also enables you to create a community around your
online business by hosting discussion revolving around the topics you write about. The
informal and personal tone of a blog can humanize your business, reassuring your
customers that they are dealing with a real person and not just a website or computer.

Most importantly, there are tons of new free resources with the all the features above,
you will ultimately increase your traffic and sales.

Page| 15




Money From Blog Coaching Club — MFB Blogging Phenomenon 2008

Chapter 4

Blogging Advantage to Offline Business

You have seen how a blog can benefit your online business in many ways. But what if
you run a business that hasn’t yet ventured onto the Internet? Maybe you own a small
bookshop or maybe you are an insurance agent, a real estate agent, a writer or car
dealer.

The fact is, if you ignore the Internet, you ignore the fact that:

10 Billion Adults are using Search Engines on a Typical Day

Chances are some of those 10 billion people are using the web to search for your
products and services in your country or city. And because so many people now turn to
the internet to research products and services before they make their purchase, almost
any business can benefit from some sort of presence online, whether you actually sell
online or not.

However, many offline business owners find creating a website for their business
daunting. So they don’t do anything about it or they pay thousands of dollars to have
someone else do it. We always recommend that you learn how to do it yourself- it is
easier than you think.

A very cheap and very easy shortcut to creating an online presence for your offline
business is to simply start a blog.

Starting your own blog is a great way to gain some experience on the Internet and get
an idea of how an online presence can benefit your business. Specifically, a blog can

Allow you to tap a whole new market for your products or services
Help you communicate with your customers

Drive buyers to your offline store

Establish you as an expert in your industry

Help you develop new products

Page| 16




Money From Blog Coaching Club — MFB Blogging Phenomenon 2008

Attract People Searching Online for Your Products or Services

A blog is a great tool for attracting online traffic and then converting it into foot traffic
for your offline business. It doesn’t matter if you don’t sell anything on the internet, as
most people are actually searching for information - very possibly information related to
your subject area, products or services

Research shows that 80% of the internet users had researched a product or service
online, only 67% actually made a purchase online. So, although spending is predicted to
grow to a massive $329 billion by 2010, not everyone who searches on the net
necessarily want to buy on the internet, which mean your offline business can definitely
benefit from an online presence.

In addition, many people use search engines like Google instead of referencing an offline
resource like the Yellow page or even a local directory. By creating a blog, you can pit
your business in front of people looking for the kinds of products and services your
business offers. And the beauty of a blog is that you can do this without spending a dime
on advertising fees, website development.

Keep in Touch With Your Customers

If you regularly hold sales events and other promotions at your offline business, a blog is
a great way to keep your customers up to date. You can also use it to tell your
customers about any seminars you are giving or provide details of other speaking
engagements your customers might be interested in. Many people who offer public
relations consulting and other advice-base services make good use of blog for this.

And if you offer a service that involves travelling to different cities or countries, you can
let your readers know when you are going to be in town. One of the most exciting
benefits of having a blog is that you can keep in touch with your customers from just
about anywhere, anytime even if you are not connected to the internet. You can blog by
remote internet connection, by email or even by telephone.

This means that you can blog while you are on the road or even on vacation.

Position Yourself as an Expert

One of the best reasons to use a blog is to boost your credibility in the eyes of your
current and potential customers. The blogging format is ideal for posting short, punchy
items of interest to your target market, as well as longer, insightful articles and
comments on your industry.

There really is no better way of showing your target market that you know your stuff
and many people have used blogs to establish themselves as experts in their industry. If
you have a slightly unusual, less well known business, a blog can be an excellent way to
demystify it for your customer. By talking authoritatively about issues in your industry
and providing valuable information ca help you built up an excellent reputation and a
large readership.
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Great Alternative Streams of Income

Not only is a blog an excellent way to promote your offline business to a new online
audience, but many business owners who had not previously considered adding an
online presence to their business have found that their blog opens up a whole new range
of new and exciting possibilities.
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Chapter 5

7 Key Strategies to Drive Every Successful Blogs

Post Often — Over an Extended Period of Time

No doubt, the most important element of every successful blog is the frequency of
posting. Thus, it is recommended for you to have a daily posting if possible. With this
habit over a long period of time, it will be the best way to build a large, loyal audience.
This large readership provides the base for you to make good money from your blog.
Thus, posting often is crucial to making your blog profitable.

Make Your Content Relevant to Your Target Audience

There is no point posting frequently if your contents is not relevant to your target
audience. By providing valuable information and links to other websites and resources
that they can explore for more information, you will keep your readers coming back for
more.

To generate sustained level of good traffic, it is not good enough for your content to be
just relevant to your audiences. It also needs to be insightful, informative and even
controversial at times. You don’t have to be greatest writer, if your voice is your own,
your tune is genuine and your content is worth reading then you will be able to attract
audiences.

Encourage Dialogue and Debate through Your Blog

As we mentioned, the most controversial blogs often attract the most traffic. Political
blogs are prime examples of this trend. Obviously, if you are running a business blog,
you will need to be careful on what you are writing but there is no doubt that there is a
great way to generate large spikes in traffic is to write something new, fresh and if not
controversial then at least noteworthy.

Not only does this generate interest in the blogosphere, which results in other blogs
linking to you. It also encourages debate. People will leave a comment and then
invariably return to read the responses to it and maybe leave other contributions.
However, blog comments can be managed and there is no doubt that this dialogue is one
of the stands.

Promote Your Blog Everywhere, All the Time Both Online and
Offline

In order to make your blog a great tool to generate traffic for your online business, you
will need to start by driving lots of traffic into your blog. The most successful blog will
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use every tool, directory and promotional technique they can lay their hands on. Blogs
are so popular online now; there are a lot of these tools available for you to take
advantage of.

We will go into detail about the best traffic generating tools later in MBF Traffic
Generation Guide because they are such a vital part of creating a profitable blog.

Make Friends, Link and Connect

Blogging is not solitary activity community dialogue and linking are words you will hear
constantly in blog related discussion. The best blogs will make full use of the linking
features available to link to other relevant websites or blogs.

By marking friends and connecting with other blogs that your target audience may hang
out on, you can get those blogs to link to your blog. Therefore, this provides a bridge
from their blog to your blog. This will generate more traffic for you.

Every time you post a comment on a blog you like or drop the blog owner an email you
are effectively give out your business card. Cimokete with an instant link to your blog. It
is really no different from networking at a trade show, party and seminar to build
mutually beneficial partnerships.

Be Active in the Blogosphere

Just as blogging is a social activity, it is also an active one. The blogger who really put
themselves out there, who link with other blogs, who post comments on message
boards, forum and blogs, who become recognized as an authority in a particular subject
an the ones whose blogs pull in the really big traffic figures. Ultimately, they are the one
who have the ability to make big money.

Like we mentioned, think of promoting your blog as working the room at your local
chamber of commerce networking lunch. The internet is a large global room but if once
you find out where your target audience is and the other businesses that cater to that
audience spend their time, then that where you should spend your time networking and
making sure they know who you are.

Make Your Blog a Great Place to Hang Out

Of course, attracting tons of traffic is pointless if you don’t ensure that your blog is a
fulfilling and worthwhile experience for your visitors. We had already mentioned the
importance of the content itself but your blog should also be well designed, easy to
navigate and having home in order to feature the categorized archives and image folders
we talked about earlier in this chapter.

The most successful method will be combining the best element of chat room, online
forums and information and news websites. With all these held together by a template, it
will be pleasing to the eye and easy to navigate.

Many blog readers treat their favourite blogs like their favourite coffee shops,
comfortable places where they can hang out to read, chat and socialize.
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Chapter 6

Create an income generating blog as a profitable
new business

Do you want to quit your job to follow your dream and earning a full time income from
an online business?

Well, all this is definitely possible with a blog. Just like any business, it is a mater of
finding a market and implementing the right strategies. Some people are already earning
a six figure income from blogging.

The key is to monetize your blog effectively and there really is no better time to do this
than now. With new options and opportunities arising all the time, so let jump right into
the most effective techniques you can use to make real profits with your blog.

Attract Lucrative Online Advertising by Signing Up for Free Ad
Program

Many companies have seen how blogs are targeted to specific markets can build up huge
loyal readership and they had started trying to reach this audience through blog
advertising

This had led to the creation of ads program designed specifically to put bloggers and
advertisers together allowing advertisers to reach the blog audience while giving blogger
a way to earn an income.

It is usually very quick and easy to sign up for these programs and once you do, you can
effectively create a product blog without actually selling anything yourself.

It is the best to specialize in a certain product category, such as digital cameras, ballet
shoes or office supplies but you can also target specific products on a monthly basis.

Google Adsense: The most well known advertising program is Google Adsense. Google
program makes contextual text ads or image ads appear on your website next to
relevant content. Every time someone clicks on of the ads on your page, you are paid a
percentage of the advertiser fee to Google. So for example if the advertiser is paying 20
cent per click, you might receive 50% of that. It is not a huge amount but multiplied by
hundreds or thousands of clicks, your Adsense revenues can really add up.

Try targeting popular keywords that cost advertisers more per click. These are
commonly found in the most competitive industries such as electronic and travel.
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It is certainly possible to create blog containing articles that target the keywords. But
you will need to attract lots of traffic to make it pays and you will face a lot more
competition for this traffic.

If you generate lots of traffic especially traffic targeted to a particular niche market then
you are able to generate a very respectable income with Adsense. Some bloggers earn
several thousands dollars a month from Adsense but you must need very high levels of
traffic to get to that level. A handful of bloggers even earn as much as six figures
annually through their various blogs monetized with Adsense and other ad program.
Initially, you may at least be able to earn enough to cover any blogging expenses you
had incurred and built from there as you add more content.

BlogAds: Another potential source of advertising dollars in BlogAds. BlogAds is an
advertising network through which members earn anywhere from $10 to $5000 a month
from individual ads. Many high traffic blogs such as the political blog are their members.
Like all online advertising, the more traffic you pull in, the more advertisers are willing to
pay to place their ads on your site.

Unlike Google Adsense, BlogAds does not use contextual advertising and it doesn’t pay
by click. Instead a company pays to appear on your blog for a set period of time. Again,
you need god traffic to be able to persuade advertisers to pay money to be featured on
your site.

Chitika eminimalls: A relatively new option is chitika eminimalls. These service works
on the same principle as Google Adsense, the ads that appear on your blog are related
to the content of your blog. However, Chitika are all selling products unlike Adsense
advertisers whose ads also promote services and information websites. Click Here Sign

Up

Yahoo and MSN advertising program: Another couple of services definitely worth
looking at come from Google two big rival, yahoo and msn.

Get Paid To Sell Other People Products

Another way you can use your blog to make money from someone else products is by
signing up for an affiliate program.

An affiliate program is an internet marketing strategy that you can use to expand your
reach on the web and generate more sales.

When you become an affiliate, the affiliate program operator provides you with unique
ID numbers that allow them to track the sales that come from your blog. They will often
also provide you with all the advertising tools you need to promote their products on
your blog.

By creating an affiliate program, internet businesses are effectively recruiting you as part
of their online sales force, so it can be a very profitable strategy for them, even after the
referral fees they have to pay to their affiliates. They don’t pay you a penny until a
visitor you refer to them makes a purchase, so it is risk free and a win-win situation for
both parties.
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Most of these programs especially digital information products pay very well. To make
the most out of these strategies, it is best to focus on one or two high paying affiliate
programs that sell products that will appeal to your blog’s target audience.

Here are some types on how to profit from using affiliate programs on your blog
e Only sell products that will appeal to your target audience
Only sell quality products
Target high paying programs that convert well
Make sure all of your sales are tracked
Position your affiliate links carefully

There are a number of affiliate programs that have become very popular with bloggers.
In my monetization guide | will share more about it. Example of places you can register
to sell affiliate products is Dealdotcom, Clickbank and CJ.

Create your own information product and sell it through your blog.

A step above from promoting or selling other people products on your blog is to create
and sell your own.

The good news is this is not as difficult as it might sound. That is because information
products are hot items on the internet. By saying information products, we mean
electronic books or eBook and other packaged information that can be downloaded from
the internet

The great thing about product like eBook is that your customers receive their purchase
almost immediately and you don’t have to worry about printing cost, production and
mailing cost eating into your profits.

So if you are an expert in digital photography for example and are already blogging on
this subject, you could put together a product like “beginner guide to taking great digitial
photo”. The important thing is to provide credible, useful information that you know your
target audience needs and wants.

Places you can sell your own product Clickbank and Paydotcom. Or register a Paypal
account to manage your own sales

Charge People for your “Premium” Blog Content

An alternative or addition to writing an eBook is to sell your expertise in a particular area
through a subscription only blog. Most blog providers like Wordpress allow you to
password protect your blog so you can write about your subject area and invite your
readers to subscribe to a members only area for the complete version for a Premium or
for FREE!
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Types of Monetization Methods

1. Contextual Advertising

2. Display Advertising
. Targeted Advertising
. Text Link Advertising
. Affiliate Links
. Selling Your Content (eBooks, Videos, DVDs)
. Consulting

8. Donations

9. Selling Products

10. Selling Your Blog

Some of the above monetization platforms are Text Link Ads, Chitika, SponsoredReviews
and Widgetbucks. Register them now for FREE now!

Conclusion

As you can see, it is certainly possible to earn an income from blogging, even if you
don’t have an online or offline business to promote. The key is to combine a few
programs and techniques, while at the same time keeping your site focused and relevant
to your target audience. In our MFB Monetization Guide 2008 we will be sharing more
ways that you can monetize your blog. Not only we will give you more tactics and
strategies, we also selected the top 10-15 monetization platforms and reviewed all of
them. Best of all, we have short listed the 5 most lucrative platforms and will coach you
how to make full use of it to get maximum income from each of them. We have also
design a MFB Monthly Income Monitor Chart so that you can set appropriate income
goals and see how it process towards it.

If you haven’t join our MFB Coaching Club, Register Now!
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Chapter 7

Blog Marketing and Monetization

Traffic Generation Is the Key

Assuming you feels qualified to take on the challenge of generating income
from blogging, the most important things you need to monetize your blog is TRAFFIC
Generation. It is also known as Blog marketing.

Why is Traffic so Important?

For most methods of online income generation, your income is a function of traffic. If
you double your traffic, you’ll probably double your income Traffic is the primary fuel of
online income generation. More visitors means more ad clicks, more product sales,
more affiliate sales, more donations, more consulting leads, and more of whatever else
that generates income for you. And it also means you’re helping more and more people.

You have heard before the rich always get richer. Same apply to blogging, when you get
more traffic, you will be able to get more traffic. Some of the top blogger are generating
from unexpected sources which we cannot teach you here. For example, while your blog
is so popular, journalists will be finding you for interview by doing a Google search on
topics you have written. Radio and TV station will invite you for live interview. This is
when you get richer by getting more exposure and marketing. Popular sites have a
serious advantage. The more traffic you have, the more you can attract.

If you're intelligent and follow our strategies closely, you should also be able to
eventually build a high-traffic web site. And you’ll be able to leverage that traffic to
build even more traffic.

Beautiful & Attractive Blog Design, Does It Matters?

No matter how attractive and interesting your blog is, if you don’t market it and attract
readers to it, you won’'t make any money. Basically, blog marketing is any activity that
publicizes or advertises products, services, a website or business through the use of
blogs. However, before you can market on a blog, you have to successfully market the
blog itself. If you can’t generate a healthy amount of traffic to your blog, you won’'t be
able to directly or indirectly market to them.
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Consistency and Effectiveness

The key to marketing your blog successfully is consistency and effectiveness. This means
that you have to consistently post new, interesting articles to your blog that are relevant
to your targeted audience as well as consistently engaging in activities desighed to drive
traffic to your blog. However, there is a caveat on this last suggestion. Your traffic
generation activities have to be effective. To ensure the effectiveness of your blog
marketing strategies you need to become well informed about the types of strategies
that typically get the best results, consistently apply them and consistently monitor
them. You must be willing to drop strategies that do not work and replace them with
hopefully more effective ones. It is important that you are not attached to your
strategies but to your outcomes. If it doesn’t work, change it. Flexibility is an essential
element to blogging success.

Once you have created your blog and have submitted some interesting and unique posts
that are designed to pique interest and engage your reader in conversation through the
comments facility, you need to get your blog pages indexed in the major search engines
such as Google and Yahoo. This process is not automatic and if you don’'t take the
necessary steps you will have little chance of benefiting from search engine traffic.
Generally speaking search engines require you to submit a sitemap, however if your blog
is hosted by a service like Blogger you won’t be able to access the root directory to
obtain the information. Instead you will need to submit code in a meta-tag. Your blog
provider will direct you on how to do this.

Once you have submitted your blog for indexing with the search engines, the next most
important step you can take to generate traffic to your blog is to submit it to as many
relevant blog directories as possible. This can be a time consuming process so if you can
afford it you may find it beneficial to pay a service to manually submit the blog for you.
Automatic submission services should be avoided as they do not make allowances for the
visual confirmation that is usually needed when submitting a blog to a directory. Blog
directories can really pay of in terms of attracting visitors to your blog as long as you list
your blog in the correct category and you take care to write a description that accurately
describes your blog and appeals to your targeted niche.

These steps may generate one time visitors but it is up to you to keep them. If your blog
is not updated regularly with new material it will stagnate. Regular posting is not only
important in terms of attracting a loyal readership, it is essential if you want to improve
your search engine page rank. The best search engine results tend to go to blogs that
are tightly focused on a single niche and give their readers unique information and
excellent value.

Building Relationship, Retaining Traffic Is More Important Than
Generating

Once you have followed these basic steps to getting your blog up and running
successfully, you can encourage readers and promote loyalty by subscribing to a feed
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service such as Feedburner. Submitting individual posts to social bookmarking sites such
as Digg and Del.icio.us can also bring your blog a decent amount of additional traffic.

How to Build Traffic?

Now if traffic is so crucial, how do you build it up to significant levels if you're starting
from rock bottom?

I've already written a lengthy section on this topic, so please refer to my Blog Marketing
Guide. That article covers the general philosophy of traffic-building, which caters on
creating content that provides genuine value to your visitors. No games or gimmicks.

Below are some of the traffic generation strategies used by top blog earner.

Social Bookmarking
Forum Marketing

Social Networking

SEO and Blog Search Engine
Youtube Marketing
Classified Marketing

Web 2.0 Marketing
Commenting Marketing
Banner Traffic

CraigslList Traffic

eBay Traffic

Facebook Traffic

Facebook Traffic

Join Venture Traffic
Podcast Traffic

Social Shopping Marketing
Directory Marketing
Affiliate Marketing

All of the above strategies will be shared in our MFB Traffic Generation Guide and MFB Marketing Action Plans
Worksheet. Some of it will only be shared in our Advance Marketing Guide.

Examples:

Article marketing is another very effective way to drive traffic to your blog. It is a free
strategy and produces naturally increasing traffic to your blog over time. However, it is a
time consuming strategy which requires regular submission to article directories of
articles closely related to the theme of your site and designed to encourage readers to
click on your link beneath the article. It is also important that you do not put the same
articles on your blog as you do not want your blog to be penalized under Google's
duplicate content rules.

Finally, take a bit of time and post comments on other related blogs that already have
solid monthly traffic figures. Make your comments relevant and interesting and include a
link to one of your own posts. You can also interact with others on high traffic forums
and use your blog address as your signature link. Over time, these links can generate a
decent amount of traffic.
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Pay per click programs can also be very effective ways to drive traffic to your blog.
However, these programs can be costly so you will need to conduct a cost benefit
analysis to determine whether the potential profits to be made from the goods or
services you are marketing are worth this expense.

If you follow these steps you will be best placed to generate traffic to your blog from
which you will gain a growing base of loyal readers. Effective blog marketing will result in
visitors to your blog who are interested in what you have to say and therefore who will
be more open to the related products and services you are offering. A loyal readership
provides you with a source of potential customers for your products, services and
affiliate offers. When it comes right down to it, if you have monetized your blog well and
you market it effectively, it can make you a lot of money. Register Google Adwords PPC.

How to Monetize Your Blog Effectively?

In my coaching program, | will be sharing with you the top 10 ways used by most
successful bloggers to earn an income from $500 to $8000/mth from blogging alone.
Monetizing your blog is simple, you just need to sign up the right programs and integrate
into your blog or website to start generating an attractive income from it. The difficult
parts are actually generating targeted traffic and also how to integrate the available
monetizing platform strategically. All these will be taught with hand-on video in my MFB
Online Coaching Program.

Firstly, before 1 go deeper into how to monetize your blog. | felt that it is necceary to
share with you shortly why most people failed to earn money from their blog or website.
It is important to understand the common mistakes and error made by most blogging
failure so that you will not repeat their mistake again.

Getting Your Mindset Right! Do You Really Want to Monetize Your
Blog?

Some people have strong personal feelings with respect to making money using their
innocent blogs. If you think that by commercializing your blog is unethical, uncool, lame
or anything along those lines, then don’t do it, don't commercialize it.

If you have the above mixed feelings, then you should first sort out those feelings first
before thinking about monetizing your blog. It is seriously important to sort them out
and tidy your mindset before starting implementing any steps to monetize your blog. If
you want to succeed, you must be congruent. Generating income from blog is
challenging enough, you don’'t want to self sabotage yourself and only release it when
you give up on this business again.

You need to have a mindset to feel genuinely good to earn an income from your blog.
You should be driven by a healthy ambition to succeed.

If your blog provides genuine value, you definitely deserve to earn income from it, and
much more than your expectation. However if you find yourself full of doubts over
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whether this is the right path for you, you might find this want to ask yourself this: How
Selfish Are You. It is about balancing your needs with the needs of others.

Don’'t ever be shy about you want to generate an income from your blog. If you are
going to put up an ad, then really put up ads. Do not just sticks a puny little ad square in
a remote corner somewhere in your blog.

If you are going to request donations, then really request donations. Don’t place it in a
place where no one will see it. Put the word DONATES and pray for the best. If you are
going to sell products, then really sell them. Create or acquire the best quality products
you can, give your visitor compelling reasons to buy. Of course, it must come with good
intention, create value must be your ultimate first mindset. Don’t destroy your credibility
by selling for the seek of selling. If you are going to do this, then fully commit to it.
Perseverance leads to success. Just like now | am typing this eguide, it is not easy but |
preserved and write with the mindset to value add as much as possible. Do you know,
you can get tons of thank you from buyer for selling them, for asking them to take out
their credit card to pay you? Just does it with a mindset to value add as much as
possible? Selling will make you rich.

Complain from readers? You need to expect that when you begin commercializing a free
site, some people will make noise, depending on how you do it, but it is really no big
deal. As long as the ratio is reasonable, like out of 1000 comments, only 1 give negative
feedback. Most people who sent feedback were surprisingly supportive. Most that
complaints will leave your blog and never return after a few weeks. Adsense and Text
Link is still my most profitable income generating tools, although they are not my only
source. You will learn more lately in this section.

Can You Make a Decent Income Online?

Yes, absolutely. At the very least, a high five-figure annual income is certainly an
attainable goal for any individual working part-time from home. I'm making a healthy
income from 5 blogs, and these sites are only a few months old. If you have a day job,
it will take longer to generate such an attractive income, but it can still be done part-
time if you're willing to devote a lot of your spare time to it. Keep in mind, I am still
working as a financial consultant servicing my 100 clients and doing coaching part-time.

Can Most People Do It?

I am not going to share about mindset here, but if you really want to achieve a success
in this blogging business, | like to request you to feel “equip” yourself with 2 things.
Believe this system and preserve till you success. If you can hold yourself accountable
and push through all mental obstacles, you will be able to do it. So if most people can do
it, than this business is for everyone. But if you are not prepared, than even | give you
the most successful business, you will also fail it, not to say a proven e-guide.
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Thriving On Change

Your greatest risk isn’t that you’ll make mistakes that will cost you. Your greatest risk is
that you’ll miss opportunities. You need an entrepreneurial mindset, not an employee
mindset. Don’t be too concerned with the risk of loss — be more concerned with the risk
of missed gains.

It’'s what you don’t know and what you don’t do that will hurt you the worst.

Blogging is cheap. Your expenses and financial risk should be minimal. Your real
concern should be missing opportunities that would have made you money very easily.
You need to develop antennae that can listen out for new opportunities. | highly
recommend subscribing to Darren Rowse’s Problogger blog — Darren is great at
uncovering new income-generating opportunities for bloggers.

The blogosphere changes rapidly, and change creates opportunity. It takes some brains
to decipher these opportunities and to take advantage of them before they disappear. If
you hesitate to capitalize on something new and exciting, you may simply miss out.

Many opportunities are temporary. And every day you don’t implement them, you're
losing money you could have earned. And you’re also missing opportunities to build
traffic, grow your audience, and benefit more people.

| used to get annoyed by the rapid rate of change of web technologies. It's even more
rapid than what | saw when | worked in the computer gaming industry. And the rate of
change is accelerating. Almost every week now | learn about some fascinating new web
service or idea that could potentially lead to big changes down the road. Making sense
of them is a full-time job in itself.

What is Your Overall Income Generation Strategy?

I don’t want to insult anyone, but most people are utterly clueless when it comes to
generating income from their blogs. They slap things together haphazardly with no
rhyme or reason and hope to generate lots of money. While I'm a strong advocate of
the ready-fire-aim approach, that strategy does require that you eventually aim. Ready-
fire-fire-fire-fire will just create a mess.

Take a moment to articulate a basic income-generating strategy for your site. If you
aren’t good at strategy, then just come up with a general philosophy for how you're
going to generate income. You don’t need a full business plan, just a description of how
you plan to get from $0 per month to whatever your income goal is. Again in our
coaching program, we have already build a customize monetization plan with checklist
for you to follow, yes to follow and not for you to create one again.

Are you going to generate income from advertising, affiliate commissions, product sales,
donations, or something else? Maybe you want a combination of these things. However
you decide to generate income, put your basic strategy down in writing. | took 15
minutes to create a half-page summary of my monetization strategy. | only update it
about once a year and review it once a month. This isn’'t difficult, but it helps me stay
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focused on where I'm headed. It also allows me to say no to opportunities that are
inconsistent with my plan.

Refer to our monetization strategy (or philosophy) when you need to make design
decisions for your web site. Although you may have multiple streams of income, decide
which type of income will be your primary source, and design your site around that. Do
you need to funnel people towards an order form, or will you place ads all over the site?
Different monetization strategies suggest different design approaches. Think about what
specific action you want your visitors to eventually take that will generate income for
you, and design your site accordingly.

When devising your income strategy, feel free to copy. Don’t re-invent the wheel. Copy
someone else’s strategy that you’re convinced would work for you too. Do NOT copy
anyone’s content or site layout (that’'s copyright infringement), but take note of how
they’re making money. | decided to monetize my site with advertising and affiliate
income after researching how various successful bloggers generated income. Later |
added donations as well. This is an effective combo.

Will Putting Ads on My Blog Site Hurts My Traffic?

Here’'s a common fear | hear from people who are considering monetizing their web
sites:

“Putting ads on my site will cripple my traffic. The ads will drive people away, and they’ll
never come back.”

Well, in my experience this is absolutely, positively, and otherwise completely and totally
FALSE. It's just not true. Guess what happened to my traffic when | put ads on my
site. Nothing. Guess what happened to my traffic when | put up more ads and donation
links. Nothing. | could detect no net effect on my traffic whatsoever. Traffic continued
increasing at the same rate it did before there were ads on my site. In fact, it might
have even helped me a little, since some bloggers actually linked to my site just to point
out that they didn’'t like my ad layout. I’ll leave it up to you to form your own theories
about this. It’s probably because there’s so much advertising online already that even
though some people will complain when a free site puts up ads, if they value the
content, they’ll still come back, regardless of what they say publicly.

I do avoid putting up ads that | personally find annoying when | see them on other sites,
including pop-ups and interstitials (stuff that flies across your screen). Even though
they’d make me more money, in my opinion they degrade the visitor experience too
much.

Multiple Streams of Income

You don’'t need to put all your eggs in one basket. Think multiple streams of income.
On my site | actually have six different streams of income. Can you count them all?
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Blogging Software and Hardware

I use WordPress for this blog, and I highly recommend it. Wordpress has lots of features
and a solid interface. And you can’t beat its price — It is free!

I don’t recommend using a hosted service like Blogger or Wordpress.com if you want to
seriously monetize your blog. You don’t get enough control. If you don’'t have your own
URL, you’re tying yourself to a service you don’t own and building up someone else’s
asset. You want to build page rank and links for your own URL, not someone else’s.
Plus you want sufficient control over the layout and design of your site, so you can jump
on any opportunities that require low-level changes. If you use a hosted blog, you're at
the mercy of the hosting service, and that puts the future of any income streams you
create with them at risk. It's a bit more work up front to self-host, but it’s less risky in
the long run.

Web hosting is cheap, and there are plenty of good hosts to choose from. 1 highly
recommend HostGator for a hosting account with domain registration. They aren’t the
cheapest, but they're very reliable and have decent support. | know many online
businesses that host with them, and | myself transferred all my domain and hosting from
Yahoo to HostGator a year ago.

Cheap Domain Registration at GoDaddy , Yahoo Small Business, 1&1 Netowrk

Conclusion

Marketing is the most important part in all internet business including blogging business.
Therefore we have spent lots of effort in our MFB Traffic Generation Guide and MFB
Marketing Action Plan Worksheet. These guides not only will give you details overview of
each strategies but also the secret, untold actions and tactics used by successful internet
marketers. Many of us know about all those strategies but why we are not successful in
it. Simply because there are still something not told to you that you do not know. In our
Action plan worksheet, we compress only details actions, NOT THEORY, into 1 page for
each strategies, yes 1 page of FULL INSTRUCTION to follow and guaranteed results. |
can boldly tell you each pages I can sell them for USD49 and total cost is USD 490 worth
of direct hardcore instructions from 10 strategies. This is something you really won't
want to miss out again.

Get the MFB Marketing Guide Here!
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Chapter 8

Why Cause Blogging Business to Fail?

There are over 70 million blogs on the internet right now. This number keep going up as
more and more people get the writing and information bug and want to be able to make
money from home. While there isn't a given number on how many of those 70 million
plus blogs make money, | would venture to say that more then half of them do not. |
would even go as far to say that for every ten blogs that are created today, only 1 of
them will make money.

Don’'t Know What is the Real Problems?
Write about what you know

If you're a lifelong resident of the city, don't think you can get away with writing about
living in the country. People will be able to read between the lines and determine that
you probably don't know what you're talking about. It would be like that salsa
commercial--"New York City!" Ahem... anyway, back on topic. If you write about what
you know, you shouldn't have any problems coming up with content. You will likely have
formed a point-of-view about a subject that others would probably be interested in. For
instance, if you're a dog lover, you have likely formed an opinion on what type of flea
spray works best to keep the pests out of your house (and boy could | have used you a
few months back--they were biting us like crazy!).

Use good punctuation and grammar

| probably should say attempt to use good punctuation and grammar, as my grammar
isn't perfect. Use a spell checker, and make sure to read your posts before hitting the
"Submit" button. If you have another set of eyes nearby, have them take a look and see
if they can spot anything you might have missed. Try not to use run-on sentences even
though it is very similar to the stream-of-consciousness idea | will be mentioning below
because although it may sound good in your head, it may not be the best way for your
readers to understand your point and you may change topic and that should probably be
handled in another sentence instead of the same one and | like chocolate ice cream.
Dude, wait--what?

Look elsewhere for inspiration

Sometimes it is a good idea to take a look around for a topic to add to your site.
Sometimes I'll do a search on AdSense, or blogging, or occasionally something
completely unrelated looking for ideas to write about. The key here is to not waste too
much time doing so--1 can easily waste an hour in front of the PC accomplishing nothing
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and forget my goal of looking for an idea. Make sure to read books and magazines about
your topic. If there is any kind of social group that gets together regularly that is related
to your topic, make sure you join up. You may even be able to post their meetings
online.

Just Write!

One of my biggest mistakes when writing an entry is ponder too long about what I'm
going to write about. Sometimes it is a good idea to put these thoughts that cause you
to procrastinate on hold and start typing. | made that mistake today. I'd been thinking
about what to write and was browsing other sites looking for ideas, when | decided to
stop wasting time and now words are flowing onto the page. If you don't have an idea of
what to write about, a good tactic is to start writing in a stream-of-consciousness style,
which is writing about any fleeting thoughts that you may have. Many times these
fleeting thoughts turn into several different topics that would make great blog entries.
Make a note of these and start writing about one of them. Save the other ideas for
future posts. Instead of no ideas for an entry, you now have several! (This is the
inspiration for the picture in this post--hopefully the words will flow like water--water on
Mars to be exactl!)

What is the Reason for Failure to Monetize?

What is the reason for so many people failing at making money using their blog? Well
there isn’t just one reason there are several. To better understand why people fail you
need to understand that building an internet business is not easy. It takes time, effort,
energy and consistency. That is only the start. All of these places promising to make you
hundreds of dollars a day in twenty four hours are unrealistic. No one builds a successful
business on the internet or elsewhere that quick. So let us now take a look at a few
reason people fail.

Poor Planning & Mindset

Too many people think that all it takes to make money with a blog is to write one and
post products on it. You need to have content, not just any content but good content.
Creating good content takes time. You need to build credibility with your viewers, and
this is done with good content and if you are going to use affiliate links make sure that
they are with good companies for products that deliver what they say they will. You can
have great content that promotes a bad product and you will never make a cent.

Perseverance & Determination

Building a successful money making blog takes time. Face it your first idea may not be a
smash hit. It could take reworking. You have to stick with it. You can not write a blog
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one day, leave it alone and expect it to make you money. It doesn’t work that way,
sorry.

Improper Market Research

I believe that there is a market for just about anything. Find that niche though takes a
little research on your part. If you are going to blog about getting rid of man boobs and
other health problems men face, then you need market your blog in that area. Find sites
that deal with male health problems, or other blogs that talk about the same issues and
link swap. With over 70 million blogs do you honestly think that your idea is all the
unique that you can not find someone with similar topics.

Writing Reluctance & Bad Contents

| already stated above that you need content. Good content so that you can build a
relationship with your reader, preferably a good one. This means you have to write. |
highly recommend having your writing proofread. If you don’t like writing or you aren’t
any good at it, hire some one to do the writing for you. There are many different sources
available if you need a writer. Find one and use them to help you build content.

No Guidance & No Right Coaching

As a beginner in blogging it is absolutely vital that you have some one that can teach
you how to blog successfully. Having a good mentor or coach can help cut out half of the
headaches and most of the frustration associated with building a blog. This may cost you
some money, but if it helps you make money and become successful isn’t it worth the
investment?

Don’'t make a mistake like me started internet business all by myself and lost $10,000 in
a short 3 months in online business. After which | got an opportunity and make a fortune
but it didn’t last long enough before | hit another tragic. This time | realise my mistake,
and | got myself a mentor, Stephen Pierce. His course is not cheap but is definitely
worth it. Since than, with his great guidance, | restart right from the bottom again till
today being a successful internet marketer. | am not saying you MUST have a mentor in
order to succeed but having one will have you lots of time and money. If only I
understand this much earlier, | will be more successful by now. So | urge you if you
haven’t join my coaching club, please go and register it, if you are industry for long, you
should know $97 is dirty cheap price, so cheap that people doubt my materials. I am
selling so cheap because this is my first products and | want to build my relationship
with as many people as possible, and most importantly value add as many as possible.

So reqgister now here if you a haven’'t make up your mind.
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Chapter 9

Choosing the Right Blogging Tools

The first step to creating a successful blog is to choose the best blogging platform for
your needs. A blogging platform is simply the blogging application you choose to use.
There are a number of popular blogging platforms available on the internet, both free
and paid. Popular blogging platforms include Wordpress, Blogger, Typepad and
Yahoo360. The two most popular of these are Wordpress and Blogger which both offer
free blog hosting. Blogger is generally considered easier to set up and use for new
bloggers, however for serious bloggers Wordpress is the preferred choice. This is
because Wordpress offers upgrades that allow you to host your blog on your own domain
and to access a significant range of plug-ins and tools that are not available on their free
service or at Blogger. However, even the free service at Wordpress provides more
service, templates and plug-ins than Blogger does.

Introduction of Varies Popular Blogging Platform

Blogger

English

Sign in to use Blogger

e Blogger with your Go aunt
SIGN IN

12:35 PM
GreenBase more »

What's a blog? Create a blogin 3

easy steps:

@ % @ o Create an account
0 Marme your blog

Publish Get Post

thoughts feedback photos m0b1le o Choose a template

& blog is your easy-to-use web site, where you can quickly post
thoughts, interact with people, and more. All for FREE.
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Blogger is a free, hosted blogging tool. It's one of the oldest blogging tools around and
today has millions of users. Blogger promises that you will be blogging within 10 minutes
of coming to the site, and in fact does deliver on that. This tool is about the simplest one
around, and though free, nonetheless has an impressive array of features.

The biggest hole in Blogger's offerings is the lack of post categorization, followed
closely by the need to know HTML and Cascading Style Sheets to make custom changes
to the templates provided. Unlike some of the most complex hosted services, Blogger
doesn’'t make customization easy, though it does provide some attractive skins to choose
from.

One unusual feature of Blogger is the integration with the Audioblogger service. Program
the Audioblogger number into your phone, and you can put audio recordings on your
blog quickly by simply calling the number and recording yourself. This offering is unique
among blog software packages.

Of special note is that Blogger does allow you to FTP the files generated for your blog to
your own Web site. Used together with customization of the Blogger template, this fairly
unique functionality means that your readers may never realize that you are using
Blogger. It also means that you can publicize your own domain name, rather than the
more usual Blogger URL: blogname.blogspot.com.

Blogger is perfect for the future blogger who’s in a hurry and less than interested in
design customization. If your priority is to start blogging now, you can't do better than
Blogger. Clearly, it's also a great tool for those on a budget, since there are absolutely
no costs. In fact, you need not even have a Web site or a domain name, so you can
literally get started using Blogger without spending a penny.

Very few professional Bloggers stick with Blogger for very long, if they even start there.
Because it is so simple, and perhaps because it is free, most professional bloggers
choose to use blogging software that has more prestige (read: is harder to set up and
install). However, it is an ideal tool to use when first beginning, especially if you want to
test blog for a couple of weeks before devoting any serious time or money to a blog.

Cost: Nothing

Time to launch: 10 minutes
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Typepad

L Pad Members Sign In | Support

Inform. Influence. Inspire.

WHY BLOG?  WHY TYPEPAD? FEATURES PRICING  SIGH UP

TypePad is the premier
blogging service for
professionals, hosting
many of the world’s
most popular blogs
and small business
websites. TypePad’s
ease of use enables
you to create a blog in

minutes.
Stand apart

from the crowd.

Meed advanced administration tools, priority tech support or custom invoicing? Learn more now »

Typepad is one of Six Apart's hosted half blogging software services (read about Movable
Type below) and one that has proved very popular with journalistic blogging efforts. Jim
Romenesko uses Typepad for his Obscure Store blog; Joel Achenbach of the Washington
Post writes Achenblog using Typepad.

The Typepad pricing scheme and features are divided into three levels: Basic, Plus, and
Pro. Design customization is extremely limited at the Basic level and only fully accessible
at the Pro level. If you want to run a group blog, or give some people editor access and
others publishing access, you must go with the Pro account.

At all account levels, Typepad has a built-in feature called Typelists that allows you to
build lists, associating each item with a URL. These lists can be added with a minimum of
fuss to the left- or right-hand column of your blog — no need to touch the templates. Use
a Typelist for your current reading list, links to other blogs, or links to new stories.

In some ways, it is actually more usable than its elder brother Movable Type. Typepad is
a good option for users who want to get started quickly but still want all the bells and
whistles. Customization is possible, but complicated, so it's also a good option for those
who just want a blog that works without fussing too much over how it looks. However,
Typepad Plus and Pro do a better job than most blog software at allowing you to
configure layout options without having to go into the templates.

Cost: $4.95 - $14.95 monthly, depending on level of service chosen
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Premium
Class *

Pricing

Manthly $14.95 $29.085 $589.95

annually - save over 15% £149.50 £299.50 £899.95

Free Trial Contact us
Customer Service

Professional customer service

Priority Support

Custom Service Level Agreements

Publishing

Multiple wehblogs Up to 3 Unlimited Unlimited nfa
Photo albums Lnlimited Lnlimited Unlimited Unlirmited Lnlimited
Built-in photo uploading

Podcasting & video support

Post by email, phone, or mobile
device

Scheduling posts
Category and date archives

Rich text editing (WY SIWYG)

Free trial: 30 days

Time to launch: 20 minutes
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Blogware

Home «7Getablog C2OurBlog ‘g Search [ Contact Us

Wa re Already have USername: password:

Share what wou want, when wou want, with who wou want an account? Go! |
Login.

Get a Blog! Features Who's Blogging FAQ's Sell Blogware About Blogwara

Create a community. Exchange ideas. Share photos. Stay in touch.
Be heard.

The possikilities for blogging are endless — for personal cormmunication o
building wour business, Your Blogware blog can be updated whenever
you want with text, pictures and links, You do not need to know HTML
or biuy special software — just type and post, Invite others to cormment,
Blogs are the fast and easy way to get on the web and Blogware is the
better way to blog.

Blogware lets you easily:

« Stay connected with friends and farnily

« Create and publish articles, photo alburns and other medias
e Post anytime — even from your cell phone and ernails

« Choose who can see your content

Create your blog with Blogware - the possibilities are endless!
Check out owr sample blogs
Read recent posts

Tucows is the creator of the Blogware blog software package, a robust system with a
great selection of the top blogging tools. Blogware, like Typepad, can be difficult to
customize, even for an experienced HTML jockey. However, it also provides a fair
number of options within the administration interface to let you set up layouts and styles
without getting into the templates.

Purchasing a Blogware blog is a little different than some of the other blogging software
packages; you must get your Blogware blog through a reseller, so expect prices and
packages to vary. It's a good idea to shop around to get the best package for your
needs. A good reseller to start with is Blog Harbor.

It's unusual — and useful — that Blogware permits you to upload files via FTP to the
server where your blog is hosted. If you're looking to create a blog that has a few non-
blog pages, this is especially helpful.

Cost: varies by reseller, but expect to pay from $8-$15 a month
Free trial: usually offered for 30 days

Time to launch: 20 minutes
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WordPress.org

@) WORDPRE S S Get the new version @

HOME ABOUT EXTEMND DOCs BLOG FORUMS HOETING DOWNLOAD

WELCOME

MEW TO WORDPRESS? WordPress is a state-of-the-art

, sermnantic personal publishing platform
forhat is WaordPressy

Zrwhy should T use it?
& What is a blag? standards, and usability. What a

with a focus on aesthetics, web

i WordPress Lessons meouthful. WeordPress is both free and

priceless at the same time.

IMore simply, WordPress is what you use

when you want to work with your o )
WordPress® admin interface is one of the

blogging software, not fight it. friendliest around.

FEADY 10 BEGING To get started with WordPress, set it up

on a web host for the most flexibility
£rFind a web host

£ Download and Install orgeta free bIOg =

WordPress.com.

£ Docurnentation
o Get Support

WordPress is a solid, powerful blogging system ideal for publishers who are on a budget
but who don't want to give up any functionality. Professional blogger Darren Rowse
maintains nearly 30 blogs using WordPress, from his popular ProBlogger to an Athens
Olympics Blog. In two weeks the Athens blog received close to 2 million readers, said
Rowse — a real testament to WordPress' ability to handle heavy traffic loads.

Each WordPress post is formatted with search engine friendly URLs that also look good
to humans. Comments can be extensively moderated: you can review them before they
go live. You can also filter comments containing certain words or more than a certain
number of links.

WordPress' built-in blogroll management tool allows you to categorize blogs, set criteria
for the display order of the links, and turn off and on visibility. You can also import an
existing blogroll from some link manager services.

This software has inspired nhumerous developers to write plugins and extra features for
use with WordPress, which makes plugin installation a quick and painless affair. You will
find that the selection of additional themes (or skins), for instance, numbers in the
hundreds, and that WordPress fans and friends have developed tools for adding photo
galleries, a music player, an event calendar, and even geo mapping.

WordPress promises a 5-minute installation, but for that to be true you do have to have
some familiarity with uploading files to a Web server and using an FTP client.
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Cost: Free (You Need to Get Your Own Hosting and Domain Name Which Cost
Around $12/mth)

Time to launch: 20 minutes

Highly Recommended for MFB Students and to all readers!

Note Wordpress.com is different from Wordpress.org.

We are recommending WORDPRESS.ORG which is host by your
own hosting server.
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Movable Type

MQVABLE TYPE® R o

Movable Type is a professional publishing platform.
— . Download It, Free!
ThIS |S OUI' COmmunlty. Movahle Type 401

4.1 MB-9/17/07
Find out more @
stem Reguirements - |

Community Blog Movable Type 4

Jim Ramsey on Designing for Flow Download MT4

Anil Dash - 4 December 2007 - Post a Comment Installation

Jim Ramszey, our lead designer on Movable Type (and the guy responsible for the gorgeous design of
Maovahle Type.com), has just published Designing for Flow aver at A List Apart. lim eloguently
describes the idea of "flow” in his essay: Documentation

Plugins

Flow, as a mental state, was first proposed by psychology professor Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi Screenshots
and is charactetized by a distorted sense of time, a lack of self-consciousness, and complete
engagement in the task at hand. Softuware engineers might feel it when they're writing code,
garners might feel it when playing Cuitar Hero 11l Christopher Cross felt it when he went sailing. What's Mew in bT4
For designers, it's exactly the feeling we hope to promote in the people who use our sites.

Screencasts

Send Us Feedback
we've been proud of the huge number of talented designers that have been members of the T
community from day one, and hope that talking through a little of our design process can inspire even
mare creative waork from all af you.

Movable Type, created by Six Apart, is perhaps the best known of all blogging software
tools. Built by a husband and wife team looking for a better tool for blogging, the system
is powerful, but not simple to install or use. Although it has been used to create Web
sites that don't look entirely like blogs, doing so requires quite a bit of code tweaking.
Movable Type is used by blogger Joshua Micah Marshall to create Talking Points Memo,
and by Kevin Roderick who writes the L.A. Observed blog.

As a blogging tool alone, Movable Type has nearly every feature you might desire, and
continues to add more. Many of their users are highly technical themselves, and have
created additional plug-ins that can be added to the standard installation. You might say
that Movable Type is the blogging package chosen by bloggers who care what other
bloggers think, and who notice and appreciate other Movable Type blogs. If you are
looking for street "cred" in the blogosphere, this is the software for you.

The least attractive functionality of Movable Type is the need to rebuild the blog
whenever you make a change to a template, a configuration setting, or add a new
category. Waiting for the rebuild is annoying, to say the least, and certainly slows down
any customization work you do to the design or layout. This can be addressed by turning
on dynamic page-building, but some users have found that the server load that occurs
as a result is unacceptable to their Web host.

For the non-technically inclined, installation of this software can be quite a challenge.
Don't attempt it all if you aren't already comfortable with uploading and downloading
files to a Web server. There are several Web hosts that offer Movable Type installation as
part of their package of services.

There is no trial period for Movable Type, but there is a free version of the software that
you can download and install. The paid license entitles you to support, some promotion,
and discounts on future upgrades.
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Cost:

Download/Buy Purchase Download & Purchase

Free Personal License ;
i International Pricing | Pricing FAQ Try ittoday! Take Movable Type 4

Purchase far a test drive.

Enterprise Sales Commercial Education Nonprofit Hosted Solutions 4 Free Download
: ¥ T4 Personal License
5 User License $235.95 - save 20% Buy it Today!
& 1T4 Commercial License
12 manths of support for one contact. Buy Now!
Customer list

10 User License $475.95 - save 20% Some ofthe world's top
campanies rely on Movable Type

12 months of support for two contacts, Buy Now! for reaching custorners and
internal communications.

O More
20 User License $795.95 - save 20%
Get More Information

12 months of suppart for three contacts. Buy Now! N REY AhE eI

Movable Type and how it can waork
foryou?

More than 20 User License Custom License O Contact Us

Contact us for custom Licensing

Time to launch: 2 hours
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Expression Engine

2 EllisLab nETWORK

Hello, Guest  Login

Downloads Support f S Buy Mow!

New Entry | ExpressionEngine
| erietp:f Fexpressionengire.com/

Try ExpressionEngine y Download Free Core Version

pMachine's Expression Engine isn't well-known, but that shouldn't stop you from giving
this powerful and extensible software a try. It is technically more accurate to call
Expression Engine a content management system, rather than just a blogging software
tool. However, it grew out of blogging and has all of the blogging bells and whistles:
moblogging, Trackbacks, archiving and so on. Dennis Lloyd uses it for the independent
information resource iPodlounge.

In addition to the usual set of blogging functionality, Expression Engine has incorporated
modules for image galleries and a mailing list. Uniquely, you can crop, resize, and rotate
images in the Expression Engine photo gallery tool, in addition to batch processing a set
of images. The people and search engine friendly URLs the system generates are of
particular interest to bloggers looking for good search engine listings. You can run
multiple Weblogs through the same installation of Expression Engine, and each "new
post" page can be customized exactly to fit the use. Most blog software limits you to
title, entry, extended entry, and excerpt fields. With EE, you can rename those to suit
your publication and add more as needed.

Templates are editable online through a simple textbox interface, but you can set up the
system to generate files you can download and edit with an HTML editor. Learning how
information relates and how to link across the site is a challenge: expect to spend
several hours learning how to use this system. Your reward will be incredible flexibility in
building a site that has constant updating needs, blog or not.

Expression Engine is ideal for publishers that need to do more than just blogging; this
system is ideal for handling hundreds of members, multiple user groups with different
editing privileges, and sites with several blogs. Technically speaking, it's not for the faint
of heart.

Cost: $149 for a non-commercial license, $199 for a commercial license
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Control Panel Demo

Explare the Control Panelto geta
feel far ExpressionEngine's
interface.

Usernarme: demo
Fassword: tester

Uszername
|demo

Free Download

ExpressionEngine Core

ExpressionEngine Coreiz a
feature-limited free version which
you can use for non-profit and
personal use or as awayto
evaluate ExpressionEngine for
use inyour business. You can
easily upgrade fram Core to the
full version at anytime, without
lasing any wark youve done,

Download Now

30-Day Hosted Demo

Experience the full version of
ExpressionEngine {includes the
Discussion Forums) hosted on
our servers far only $10.00. This
instantly available trial includes full
support and will allow you to
transfer all of you wark to your
personal server ifyou decide to
purchase,

30 Days for $10

Fassword

r——
Sign Up
Sign In
Ten dollars will be credited to
your purchase if you decide to buy
ExpressionEngine. FTP access is
naot available with the Hosted Dema

Time to launch: 2 hours

So How To Select The Right Platform?

What are Your Goals - Probably the most important thing to do when starting the
process of choosing a blog platform is to consider your aspirations for your blog. Of
course complete first timers might struggle a little with seeing the future of their
blogging, but to the best of your ability attempt to answer some of these questions:

*Is blogging something | see myself doing long term?
*What will the main purpose of my blog be?

*1s my blogging more of a hobby or does it have some professional
application?

*Do | foresee putting ads on my blog?

Of course there are many other questions you’ll want to ask but the answers to these
sorts of questions are worth keeping mind as you research blog platforms as some
platforms are much more suited to the hobby blogger and others to more professional
blogging applications.

What is Your Budget? - As with most things in life, blog platforms come with a variety
of price points ranging from free through to more expensive options. There are three
main things that you might pay for:

e The blog platform itself
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e Hosting for your blog
¢ Domain Name

Different blogging platforms offer different levels of service. Some like Blogger.com and
WordPress.com offer both the platform, domain name and hosting for free. Others like
Wordpress.org (note this is different to WordPress.com) offer the platform for free but
you then need to find and pay for your own hosting and domain name. Others still, like
MovableType charge for a license for the platform (depending how many blogs you have
and whether they will have a commercial, personal, educational or not-for-profit use -
they do also have a free version) and then you need to arrange and pay for your own
domain name and hosting.

Other costs you might like to factor in at an early stage include:

e Design - all platforms come with free templates (some more professional looking
than others) but if you want a more individual look you’ll either need to have
some design skills, know someone who does or be willing to pay for a design.

Blog tools/Metrics - there are any number of tools you can pay for to help you in
your blogging. These might include stats packages (again you can get free ones
but can also pay for more features), offline blog posting tools etc. If you're a
beginner you might not need any of these - but down the track you might find
them useful.

How technologically able are you? - This is a crucial factor to consider when choosing
a blog platform. If you've never had any experience in creating a blog or website before
and are not a technologically minded person then there are some blog platforms and set
ups that will be much more suited to your needs than if you know a few of the basics, or
at least are willing to learn them.

The other option of course is to find someone who is a techie to help you out (either paid
or as a friend). One of the great things about blogging and most of the platforms out
there is that there is a wonderful communal knowledge out there and many forums
dedicated to helping people get the most out of their chosen platforms.

An additional benefit offered by Wordpress is that you own the blog and can transfer it
wherever and whenever you want. This is because Wordpress is a complete program
which you can upload onto your own server. By contrast even if you host a blogger blog
on your own domain, only the data is actually stored on the server. Everything else is
still controlled by Blogger which means less flexibility than offered by Wordpress.

There are many advantages of using Wordpress over Blogger. Here are five of
them:

An extensive choice of thematic blog templates.
Wordpress allows for automatic tag creation.

It provides the ability to use PHP coding
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4. It offers social networking plugins rather than having to manually code/use 3rd
party widgets

5. It offers spamming protection and contact form plugins

If you are serious about building a professional blog, it is important that you host your
blog on your own domain and own it. This way as you optimize and monetize your blog
and generate blog traffic, you will own your own work and the page rank you will earn
will be yours. Basically, you will have a business to sell should you wish to do so. The
inability for you to do this is a serious downside of Blogger.

So which Platform Do We Recommend?

To sum it all up | generally advise this. If you want to develop serious blog and have
aspirations for it to be used on a professional sort of level (whether as a business or
corporate blog, as a blog to build your own profile or a blog to earn income from
advertising) I'd recommend you go in the direction of a stand alone blog, Wordpress.org.
Even if you are not highly skilled in this area it's worth spending a little money to get it
set up with a designer or even better still, to learn how to do it yourself.

If you just want a blog for fun and to keep a record of your life for your friends and
family and you don’t have the time, money or patience to put into it then a hosted
option might work well for you too. They are instant (it’'ll take 5-10 minutes to set up)
and while they might not have quite the same level of features, in effect they may well
suit you every need. Of course many hobbyists also go the stand alone option because
tweaking their blog is part of their interest.

Once you have chosen your blog platform, you need to spend some time planning the
blog itself. The most effective and successful blogs tend to have a single main theme
which allows them to target a particular niche audience. Focusing on one main topic area
also means your blog will be easier to locate social bookmarking and blog directories.
This theme should also influence the design and layout of your site. What is the
impression you want to give visitors to your blog? For example, a corporate blog will look
different to an artist’s blog. The color, style and layout of your blog needs to support the
theme of your site.

After you have decided on the theme and design of the site, it is important to organize
your blog page for easy navigation. Unless you make it as easy as possible for readers to
find information they are seeking, they will move on quickly. An effective way to keep a
visitor engaged on your blog is to provide links to related posts at the end of every blog
post. An equally successful strategy is to provide links to your most popular posts on the
sidebar. According to experts, these articles are by far the most read on many websites.
Another helpful decision would be to put a Google search bar on your blog page so that
visitors can search for information on your site. You can also provide additional value to
your visitors by linking to other blogs and websites in a blogroll (permanent sidebar).

The titles or headlines of your individual posts (as well as your overall blog) need to be
carefully considered. It is not only important that they appeal to readers, it is also
necessary that they are written to appeal to search engines since you will be largely
dependent on search engine traffic for the success of your blog. Furthermore, different
blogging platforms use your blog title as a part of the filename in which they store the
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post. Search engines take file names into consideration when they calculate page ranks
making blog titles even more important than otherwise.

As well as the choice of blog platform, theme and layout, a very important element of
any blog’s success is the knowledge and skills required to maximize its potential. A
coaching club or mentor can be extremely beneficial for people desiring to learn how to
create a successful business blog. Of course, all due care should be taken to select a
reliable support system at an affordable price. However, as anyone who has spent
countless hours trawling through the internet looking for information on how to
successfully market and monetize a blog will tell you, the right advice at the right time is
priceless.

Many people are profiting from cleverly using blogs to market products and services. Far
more are failing. The difference between success and failure lies in making the right
choices and decisions which in turn are the result of having the right information. You
now have information that can set you on the path to blog success. Choose a good
mentor and your pathway will be all the smoother.
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