
 

 
 

Drexel University Online  

 

American Servicemen Continue Their Education at Drexel Online 

Gary Parker and Robert Smith, members of the U.S. Armed Forces,  

continue their education at Drexel Online. 

 

Philadelphia, PA - January 7, 2008 – Two members of the U.S. Armed Forces are pursuing 

degrees from Drexel University Online, a leader in Distance Learning.  Gary Parker of 

Manahawin, N.J., and Robert Smith of Miami Beach, F.L., chose Drexel in order to further their 

education and advance their careers through the convenience of online learning.   

 

Gary Parker, a Master’s in Software Engineering student, was recently offered full-time 

employment with a global defense and information technologies firm and needs a master’s 

degree to stay competitive in the job market.  “The job requires an advanced degree and since I 

cannot attend full-time, online is the best alternative,” said Parker.  “I am noticed in the Human 

Resources Department as an up-and-comer.  This kind of recognition usually leads to further 

consideration for an advanced position.” 

   

Parker has noticed a change in himself and the way he views success.  “I surprise myself every 

day.  I thought after so many years out of school, my abilities might have atrophied, but I 

currently have all A’s!” he said. 

 

Similarly, Robert Smith, a Master’s in Higher Education student, noted that he was searching for 

a reputable university and degree.  “Drexel had the program I wanted, was ranked in the top 50, 

and gave a special tuition discount to the military, which made it affordable for me,” he said.  He 

is hoping to use his degree to not only further his career, but also to give back to the community.  

Smith is obtaining a degree in Higher Education, and plans to work with special needs children.  

His goal is to work in a treatment center for autistic children and establish an early education 

program at the center.   

 

Both men say their families are proud of their accomplishments and offer advice for prospective 

online students.  “If you can be disciplined, then this is an excellent way to get a good degree 

from a reputable university,” said Smith.  Parker said, “The tech department at Drexel is better 

than some folks at IBM! Don’t wait!  This is probably the most accessible, advanced, accredited 

degree program available online or anywhere.”   

 

“We’re very proud to offer our students the outstanding Drexel curriculum within this 

convenient online format,” said Dr. Kenneth Hartman, Academic Director at Drexel University 

Online. 
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“All of our online programs – including the Master’s in Higher Education and the Master’s in 

Software Engineering – are taught by the same renowned faculty as our campus courses.”  

 

Applications for Drexel’s online degrees are now being accepted for the spring term. For more 

information about this online program, visit Drexel’s online degree website, e-mail 

info@drexel.com or call (877) 215-0009. 

 

### 

 

 

About Drexel University Online 

Drexel University Online, winner of the 2006 21st Century Best Practice Award for Distance 

Learning from the United States Distance Learning Association, is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Drexel University, specializing in innovative, Internet-based distance education programs for 

working professionals and corporations in the United States and abroad. Drexel University is 

continually ranked one of the best national doctoral universities by U.S. News & World Report 

and enjoys regional accreditation by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Secondary 

Schools. A pioneer in online education, Drexel has offered programs online since 1996.  
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