New York News Release & Public Urgent Advisory
For Immediate Distribution 

New York (PRWEB) February 4, 2008 -- New York (PRWEB) February 4, 2008 -- The New York Professional Bondsmen & Agents Association President & Founder George Zouvelos (the NYPBA) (www.NYPBA.net), and President of Spartan Bail Bonds (www.SpartanBailBond.com) uncover massive fraud and large scale organized theft being committed against the mostly poor & desperate New Yorkers waiting to hear bail conditions for loved ones in New York, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx & Hempstead Long Island arraignment courts. Imposter bail bondsmen are also swindling persons waiting to pay bail at jail cash windows at New York City Department of Correction.
"What troubles the victims and the NYPBA membership is that this is the 18th complaint in a period of three months totaling over onehundred eighty five thousand dollars the best we can figure," stated George Zouvelos, President & Founder of the NYPBA. Thus far, no action has been taken to issue Secure-Pass identification that would possibly eliminate the impostering to the nearly sixty five or so duly licensed and authorized New York State Bondsmen that service the mostly poor public across the 62 counties of New York State. Issuing Secure Pass Indentification to licensed bail bondsmen would prevent criminal impersonation of bail bondsmen in the New York Courts statewide," stated Zouvelos.

January 24th 2008 marked the 18th claim of theft and deception reported to Spartan Bail Bonds (www.SpartanBailBond.com) and the New York Professional Bondsmen & Agents (www.NYPBA.net) when a person being described as a male white, 250 lbs. 6'4 claiming to be a bail bondsman calling himself Joe defrauded a Mrs. Carol A. Scott, a grandmother and Mark T. Scott the father of a defendant at Brooklyn Criminal Court arraignments at around 10PM. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Scott contacted Spartan Bail Bonds angrily demanding that they post bail as they had earlier paid Joe. The Scotts' stated a person posing as a Spartan bondsman received $5000 in cash an hour earlier at Brooklyn Criminal Court Arraignment. The Scotts' were advised that Spartan Bail Bonds does not have a Joe under its employ and that they never solicit in the courts, but the president of Spartan Bail Bonds and the NYPBA will meet them.

"I met the victims in Brooklyn, the Scotts', that evening as they filed a police report with the New York City Police Department (http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/nypd) 84th police precinct unit that responded at the Brooklyn Criminal Courthouse at 10PM on January 24th 2008 NYPD criminal complaint number 462. New York State court officers were also advised of the crime and security tapes were to be secured as evidence identifying the suspects. That same evening I brought these crimes to the attention of sitting arraignment Judge Gibbons and a Court Officer Sergeant in Manhattan Criminal Court Arraignments. Judge Gibbons forwarded the details of the scam to Chief Judge Jackson who contacted me two days later through Supervising New York County Assistant District Attorney Patricia Bailey," stated Zouvelos.

NYPBA made several requests in writing and follow-up telephone conversations that began last February 26th 2007. The NYPBA request was not only for Secure-Pass identification issuance for New York State duly licensed bail bondsmen, but was to also address the real true security possibilities of concerns surrounding possible future fraud and theft brought forth to Chief Jewel Williams, First Deputy Chief of Public Safety, New York State Office of Court Administration (www.courts.state.ny.us) http://www.nycourts.gov/admin/publicaffairs/photogalleries/911_2007/photo9.htm).

In her reply to the NYPBA, Chief Jewel Williams insisted that no security need for the issuance of secure pass for bondsmen will be authorized as no court security need existed or official business courthouse access was necessary for licensed bail bondsmen across the state. Chief Williams even denied the ability for licensed bondsmen the opportunity to apply for the Secure-Pass identification that could securely identify and grant legitimate bondsman on official business controlled access to courts. Secure pass identified bondsmen could avoid bringing dangerous defendants handcuffed in bondsmen custody off the general-public metal detector lines and post bail with the courts securely identifying themselves. 

"We not only believed, but with the recent 3 month theft and impersonation activity, we now know for a fact that Chief Williams made a bad decision denying us the ability to apply for Secure-Pass identification identification. In light of the crimes being committed on New York Courts and Department of Correction property, Chief Williams should now consider rethinking her decision that actually went against and hurt the publics' interest and now compromised public safety and faith in the criminal justice process for the victims of these crimes. We were all shocked at the ignorance of Chief Jewels' statement. I insisted that even though the Office of Court Administration website state that Secure-Pass identification is reserved for attorneys, journalists, private investigators, paralegals, contractors and others having ongoing official business who are private commercial interests are allowed to apply openly and receive Secure-Pass identification without hesitation. The application criteria for Secure Pass identification should be no different for licensed New York State bail bondsmen seeking them," stated Zouvelos.

New York State licensed bail bondsmen, as in all states that have a commercial bail industry, relieve the criminal justice system of hundreds of millions of dollars taxpayer waste, arrest and return fugitives, absconders and bail jumpers to civil custody without any cost to taxpayers; reduce dangerous jail overcrowding as the jails that are near full capacity in the New York City 5 boroughs. 

"It is obvious that the issuance of Secure-Pass identification to bondsman would identify licensed bondsman who have business with the court, would thwart crimes that have now well exceeded one hundred eighty thousand dollars of fraud and grand larceny, reported to the NYPBA, just in the five boroughs of New York City and Nassau County Long Island that have been reported thus far," stated Josh Herman, Josh Herman Bail Bonds of Los Angeles California, (www.JoshHermanBailBonds.com).

In a letter dated January 18th, Spartan bail Bonds and every bail company in Queens County received the following letter dated January 30th 2008 written by then Queens County Borough Crimnal Court Chief Clerk Brian M. Wynn stating the following; "This letter is to address my concern that there have been improper business solicitations by agents of bail bond companies on Queens County Criminal Court House premises. Please be advised that business solicitation of any kind on courthouse premises is strictly prohibited by the Office of Court Administration and the State Department of Insurance. Any violation of these rules will be referred to the State Department of Insurance. If there are any questions contact the Queens County Criminal Court Borough Chief Clerks Office.

"I contacted the Queens County Criminal Court Borough Chief Clerks Office regarding this letter and spoke to new Queens County Court Chief Criminal Court Clerk Joe Vitolo, and discussed the present imposter and theft issues and ways the NYPBA and our membership could help prevent such future criminal occurrences and solicitations. Vitola made it clear that he and the Queens Borough Chief Criminal Court of the Chief Clerk would never work with our association or the bondsmen under any circumstances to discuss or remedy these issues. I expressed my concerns over his apathetic demeanor and that these possible solicitations were made by imposter bondsmen. Much to our dismay Mr. Vitolo remained unfazed, disinterested and uncooperative," stated Zouvelos.

Bail Bondsmen and the commercial bail industry nationally play a vital role decreasing overcrowding in jails, preserving the sacred presumption of innocence, and rounding up bail jumpers, arresting them and returning them to the custody of the court and jails at no cost to the taxpaying public. Even though New York bail bondsmen have an absconder, bail jumper, dangerous fugitive in handcuffs and in custody to be brought in front of a judge with a warrant, bondsmen and agents are forced to stand on long general public lines with the arrestee causing a dangerous condition for the public as if they were not on official business with the courts.

"This fraud and theft against the desperate families in New York is unacceptable everywhere," stated Joe Mastrapa of BailYes Bail Bonds of Miami Florida (www.bailyes.com) and member of Florida Surety Agents Association (www.fsaa.com). Is the public suppose to believe that exceptions can be made for other private individuals and industries doing business with the courts in New York have more priority, importance and relevance receiving the Secure Pass identification than the handful of bail bondsmen that operate across 62 counties. The New York State licensed bail bondsmen, as bondsmen in many states, are the only authorized and effective commercial pretrial release mechanism and taxpayer saving industry that is authorized to bail defendants from city, state and federal jails in New York State. The numerous requests for Secure-Pass identification, by president of the NYPBA George Zouvelos, for bondsmen and his warnings about public safety to the Chief Williams should have been taken seriously," stated Mastrapa.

The NYPBA Special Investigation

Spartan Bail Bonds and the NYPBA filed a New York City Police Department criminal complaint 12:30AM with 5th precinct as clients had reported they were just solicited in the Manhattan courthouse and the Tombs payment window by two male blacks claiming to be bail bondsmen from Spartan and Freedom Bail Bonds located across from the New York County courthouse. George Zouvelos president of the NYPBA was notified and he and his investigators conducted an immediate investigation. Upon initiating entrance to the Manhattan criminal court steps at 100 Center Street two male blacks leaving the courthouse introduced themselves as bail bondmen asked if bail bonds services were required and walked off towards the Manhattan Detention Center / Tombs jail. After several minutes Zouvelos and his investigators separately proceeded back to the jail bail window were the fake bail bondsmen were soliciting everyone waiting to pay cash bail at MDC jail window.

The imposter bail bondsmen calling himself 'James' approached Zouvelos and again offered bail services as he stated he was a bail bondsman. Zouvelos utilizing a fictitious defendant name, George Thomas George, gave the information which included criminal charges, to the imposters who after making a call demand $5700 in cash in lieu of a $10,000 bail to be posted immediately.

Zouvelos notified the court officer captain on duty in Manhattan criminal court who was aware of the open New York City Police Department 61 criminal complaint lodges with the 84 Precinct in Brooklyn, but stated this perpetrator did not match the description. Zouvelos advised him that the perpetrators were criminally impersonation agents of his company in efforts to defraud the public on New York State Court and New York City Department of Correction property which is a felony and he wished to lodge a criminal complaint and have both arrested.

Zouvelos immediate advised the captain that this is an organized group of people possibly part of the imposter group preying on unsuspecting defendant family members. Zouvelos was able to convince the captain to follow him and led him to the imposters one of which was named James. James had previously given Zouvelos Spartan and Freedom Bail Bonds business cards as identification. The Court Officer Captain was given the business cards and Zouvelos escorted the captain and the imposter to Freedom bail bonds where and employee bail named Larry Williams confirmed that these imposters were not under Freedoms employ now or in the past.

Zouvelos demanded that the imposters be held as he had also contacted 911 as this was a serious and chronic condition. However, the Captain from the Manhattan Court released the imposter even though he had verified with the persons in the Correction Department MDC/Tombs cash bail window that the imposters had impersonated bail bondsmen soliciting everyone for bail therein. 

"The very serious fears of evil doers defrauding the public impersonating licensed bail agents without identification defiantly caught on court video cameras with impunity have come to be. More importantly the unnecessary threat to life and property by the unauthorized release of defendants by imposter bail agents is a true threat. We can substantially eliminate and prevent these types of crimes if the proper secure pass identification be immediately issued to the bondsmen and women, having official business across all the state courthouses, and with a public service campaign advising the public," stated Zouvelos

The NYPBA warns to never conduct business if you are not absolutely certain that the person representing him/herself as a licensed bail agent and is indeed legitimate. The Department of Insurance, the New York State regulatory agency responsible for licensed bail bondsman oversight, does not issue any kind of identification for bail bondsmen that is recognizable or acceptable for the court system or any other criminal justice venue. On the other hand the New York City Department of Correction issues separate Departmental identification for bondsmen if they must have to conduct official business in jails and prisons for bondsmen requesting them. Secure-Pass identification is the only New York State Unified Court System secure identifying documentation acceptable for persons conduction official business with the courts.

"New York State Court Officers do a wonderful job protecting life and property in our court system. However, anyone can claim to be a bondsman and retrieve the name of a legitimate one operating in this state. Sooner or later if Secure-Pass identification is not issued to duly licensed New York State bail bondsmen, imposters will be posting bail releasing defendants unsupervised into the general public. If this happens it will set the court system security into chaos, unnecessary danger to life and property will exist and these defendants will not be under any legitimate bail bondsmen supervision. Then this Secure-Pass identification denial of issuance based on one persons bias and opinion against the legitimate licensed commercial bail industry by Chief Jewel Williams will be the unfortunate true crime," stated Zouvelos.

"This type of cowardly theft and consumer fraud in New York State Courts and New York City Department of Correction just does not make any sense, especially under the past, present and future security risks and circumstances, stated Steven Krauss of Cutting Edge Bail Bonds (www.CuttingEdgeBailBonds.com) of Scranton Pennsylvania. This bias stance against the public serving commercial bail bond industry and bail bondsmen is shameful at the expense of the poor and working class public. Just ask any reasonable person or even the mother of father of any person incarcerated waiting to post bail to release a child from jail if they think it is necessary for bail bondsmen to have the Secure-Pass identification that could identify legitimate bail bondsmen in the courthouses across New York State. Doesn't the court have any interest or even want to know who are the legitimate bondsmen entering their courtrooms posting bail? This type of fraud use to happen more often in the State of Connecticut in Middlesex, Bridgeport, and Fairfield Counties. With the issuance of proper identification to the bondsmen in several problem states the theft and fraud has been nearly eliminated," stated Krauss.

George Zouvelos, president and founder of the NYPBA, his membership and the crime victims are calling for an immediate investigation into these crimes and remedies against future theft, fraud and criminal impersonation of bail bondsmen. More importantly, the elimination of these severe security and fraud risks being perpetrated in New York courthouses and New York City Department of Correction cash bail windows. These unnecessary risks to the public are great and the cost to the NY taxpayer for police roundup of these defendants' will cost Millions. The unnecessary threat to life and property, the chaos that will ensue by the unauthorized release of defendants by these imposter bail bondsmen could be prevented if the proper Secure Pass identification be immediately issued to the bondsmen and women having official business across all the New York State courthouses.

Mr. George Zouvelos is formerly of the Brooklyn District Attorney's Office, is President & Founder of the New York's only Professional Bail Bonds Association (New York Professional Bondsmen & Agents, The NYPBA) & Former President & Founder of Affordable Bail Bonds, a New York State Corporation. The New York State Professional Bondsmen & Agents Association (The NYPBA) and is a voting member of the Professional Bail Agents of the United States (www.PBUS.com). The NYPBA is the only recognized professional bail agent, bail bondsmen association for the nationally acclaimed PBUS, Counsel of Presidents representing the State of New York.
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