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LAEDC Renames Economic Research 
Department for Chief Economist Jack Kyser

***
Jack Kyser Center for Economic Research Changes Name But Not Stripes
Los Angeles – The Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) today announced the renaming of its economic research department to the Jack Kyser Center for Economic Research, honoring its longtime and highly regarded chief economist.

“They don’t call him the ‘Godfather’ of the Los Angeles economy for nothing,” said Bill Allen, president and CEO, LAEDC.  “If there’s anyone who wants to know anything about the region’s economy, they’ll get it from Jack.  He is so well-versed in L.A.’s economic development, and such an excellent leader, that this honor has really been a long time coming.”

“This is an incredible honor for me,” said Chief Economist Jack Kyser, who also serves as senior vice president of the LAEDC.  “I’m just very fortunate to be able to do what I love for as long I’ve done it, and now to have the department named after me is more than I could have ever imagined.”

The Jack Kyser Center for Economic Research produces a number of critical reports throughout the year, including the always highly anticipated Economic Forecast and Industry Outlook, the Automotive Study, the Apparel Study, the Creative Industries Study, the International Trade Trends Report, and the Manufacturing Report among numerous others.

He was also recently honored at the LAEDC’s 12th Annual Eddy Awards® (Nov. 6, 2007) with a special “Business Spotlight” award.  The Eddy’s honor excellence in economic development leadership.

Kyser has been the chief interpreter and storyteller for the regional economy for the past 25 years.  His annual forecast report has been ranked #1 by the Wall Street Journal and his analyses of key industry sectors and economic trends have helped both the public and private sectors better understand the diversity and dynamism of the greater Los Angeles area.

As chief economist for the LAEDC, he is responsible for interpreting and forecasting economic trends in the Los Angeles five-county area (Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties), and for analyzing the major industries of the area. Utilizing this information, he helps develop job retention and creation strategies for Los Angeles County. 

In the past year alone, he has been quoted in more than 900 newspapers, television and radio stations. Last year LAEDC received 150 million media impressions, and this year it has already surpassed 200 million, many of those interviews involved Kyser.

About LAEDC (www.LAEDC.org)

The Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC), the region’s premier business leadership organization, is a private, non-profit organization established in 1981.  Its mission is to attract, retain, and grow business and jobs for the regions of Los Angeles County.  Since 1996, the LAEDC has helped retain or create more than 132,600 jobs, providing $5.6 billion in annual benefit to LA County.
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