Quotes in support of PDF Healthcare
“DrFirst is pleased to see this voluntary effort bring together several disparate companies involved in creating standard ways of exchanging both simple and complex clinical and healthcare information.  The PDF for Healthcare BPG moves us forward particularly in the area of encapsulating complex lists and datasets such as the CCR and adds the attributes of a “document”. This will facilitate the incorporation of essential information into both legacy and newer healthcare IT applications and tools. Our ePrescribing focus with complex medication histories and related information will greatly benefit others who need to share this information, particularly at the point of care, but also in areas of research that will help to make healthcare safer, better and more efficient,” said Thomas E. Sullivan, MD, Chief Strategic Officer, DrFirst.

“PDF is a commonly-used format for electronically sending documents,” said Girish Kumar Navani, president of eClinicalWorks. “Putting best practices in place for using PDF in healthcare will help promote this format in the exchange of health records, benefiting both patients and providers. We are excited to be a part of this initiative.”

"Consumers have differing healthcare data security and privacy needs, depending on their medical and personal situations. The PDF Healthcare Best Practices Guide includes information to help individuals, healthcare providers, and industry organizations make appropriate choices using the security and privacy measures currently possible within PDF. The goal of the Best Practices Guide is to facilitate universal and secure healthcare data access and portability" said John Calder, Generator LLC and Chair, Security and Privacy Committee, PDF Healthcare Working Group.

"PDF Healthcare empowers patients and promotes interoperability by putting a familiar and approachable face on the CCR standard," said Adrian Gropper MD, MedCommons.

“We see the PDF Healthcare Best Practices Guide as a tool to advance the principles of protecting, promoting and restoring the physical & mental well-being of residents of countries around the world. It can facilitate reasonable access to health services without financial or other barriers to the principles of universality, accessibility, portability and comprehensiveness. Medirex is integrating these principles into its solutions to assist in the barriers faced by many health delivery providers,” said Ken Caskenette of Medirex Systems – Canada.

"It has been a truly productive partnership between ASTM and AIIM in developing this new voluntary Best Practices Guide for the many uses of PDF in health care, and I am very proud of the work that has been done and grateful to all who participated in the effort.    We foresee any number of pilot projects and demonstrations occurring in 2008 and beyond that will prove the value  of combining the document management assets of PDF with the structured content of both existing electronic document formats and the new XML-based standards.   The ubiquity and ease-of-use of PDF will be a real plus in helping patients and consumers to access and use their own health records for continuity of health care." David Kibbe, MD and chair of ASTM E31 Health Informatics Technical Committee.

