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A child of divorce, Heather Hayashi lived with her single mother from age 13 to 18, which enabled her to witness firsthand the unconquerable strength of the female spirit. Now an adult, Hayashi continues to live by the lessons she learned from her childhood, as she boldly writes novels from a female perspective in the male-dominated world of science fiction and fantasy.

A native of Omaha, Neb., Hayashi spent the majority of her youth living in an impoverished neighborhood in Michigan. With drugs, gangs and violence rampant both in Hayashi’s school and neighborhood, she began to notice how people frequently expressed anger with destructive and violent behavior – a theme that appears often within her writing. As early as age 11, Hayashi wanted to become a science fiction author. After her parents’ divorce, Hayashi began channeling her emotions into writing, instead of into the destructive behaviors that were so prevalent around her. By age 14, she had laid the preliminary groundwork for her science fiction and fantasy-inspired series, The Arhka Chronicles. 

In the aftermath of her parents’ divorce, when family turmoil became too much, the fantasy worlds of her creation were temporarily put on hold. However, writing has always been an important and driving force in Hayashi’s life. “I’ve been writing since I was old enough to hold a pencil,” she says. As a young girl, Hayashi was fascinated by stories about normal people entering different worlds and having extraordinary things happen to them. Once she began to heal emotionally, Hayashi turned to her craft, using creative writing to communicate how she felt about life—her work is characterized by powerful yet true-to-life family dynamics and personal relationships.
“The characters I create are faced with seemingly insurmountable odds, usually in other worlds, but it’s nothing compared to the obstacles we continually conquer in our everyday lives,” says Hayashi.
Though her mother played a pivotal role in her outlook on life and in the creative direction of Hayashi’s characters, her stepfather also influenced her work. In 2000, Hayashi’s mother married a Japanese man who became Heather’s adoptive father in 2004, giving Hayashi her current surname. Hayashi’s culturally diverse background, affinity for Japanese animation and strong sense of self has added to her unique literary works filled with bold, multi-cultural characters. She recently released the second book in The Arhka Chronicles series, The Forgotten Past, which is preceded by To Save the World.
Hayashi currently resides in Austin, Texas, where she continues to develop The Arhka Chronicles. An experienced national traveler, Hayashi’s personal interests include Japanese animation, video games, web design and art. To learn more, visit www.dragonwriter.com.
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