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SoulArt productions proudly announces THE EXTENSION of

The Common Air

“Everyone travels with baggage…”

AWARD WINNING WRITER/PERFORMER ALEX LYRAS PERFORMS THE COMMON AIR, AN ELABORATELY STRUCTURED ONE-MAN NARRATIVE ABOUT THE ANXIETY FACED BY ANYONE TRAVELING ANYWHERE THROUGH AN AIRPORT.

Co-playwright and performer Alex Lyras will be presenting THE COMMON AIR at Theatre Asylum in Hollywood, California.  Show re-opens for its 2nd extension, Friday, March 28th and plays Friday's & Saturday's @ 8pm, through April 26th.  All shows begin at 8PM at the Theatre Asylum, 6320 Santa Monica Blvd. Hollywood, CA 90038  (one block west of Vine).  

Info available at www.thecommonair.com
THE COMMON AIR is written by Alex Lyras and Robert McCaskill.  An intricate, original score and sound design have been composed by Ken Rich.  Alex Lyras is the performer.

Lyras transforms into six distinct characters in THE COMMON AIR.  The inventive structure involves multiple conversations that link one character to another, and eventually come full circle.   

The play juggles several themes: the dangers of today’s “you-create-your-own-reality” self-help culture, technology’s depreciating effects on face to face humanity, the unconscious temptation to suicide bomb, and the Iraq war’s myriad effects on American culture.  The airport delay--the common bond linking the characters--is rumored to be a result of a terrorist conspiracy.

"Lyras, a compact, steel spring of a performer who coils himself around his characters with the tensile energy and unflagging skill in his well-crafted, must-see show." LOS ANGELES TIMES  Critics Choice

“A complex network of ideas... developed with subtly and depth... Punctuated with precision and sensitivity”  BACKSTAGE WEST  PICK!
Playwrights Lyras and McCaskill received rave reviews from theater critics at THE NEW YORK TIMES, THE LOS ANGELES TIMES, THE LA WEEKLY, BACKSTAGE WEST and EAST, among others, for their last two collaborations: DESPERELICS (2000) and UNEQUALIBRIUM (2002).  Both shows ran Off-Broadway in New York and were then produced in Los Angeles.  UNEQUALIBRIUM was published in Best Plays 2002 and Best Men’s Monologues For the Twenty First Century.  And was nominated for a Dramalogue Award.  The New York Times states, “Mr. Lyras is a writer and performer of promise.”  (Full reviews available at http://www.unequalibrium.com/reviews.html)
-MORE-

Composer Ken Rich has recorded with Lou Reed, Shabba Ranks, Laurie Anderson, Deborah Harry, and David Byrne.  He has written music for HBO, VH1, the NBA and the film Whipped.  This is his second collaboration with Lyras and McCaskill.
CALENDAR LISTING/FACTS:

Common Air by Alex Lyras and Robert McCaskill 

Directed by Robert McCaskill extends through April 26th 

Theater Asylum

6032 Santa Monica Blvd.


Hollywood, CA 90038


NOW EXTENDED!! 

Friday’s and Saturdays @8pm

March 28th thru April 26th


Tickets: $20 


For reservations call: (323) 960-4443 or online @ www.plays411.com/commonair 


For more Info: Visit www.thecommonair.com
About Alex Lyras
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Alex Lyras is a professional playwright and performer.  His first solo endeavor Desperelics was produced in New York and Los Angeles, and led to a development deal with NBC based on the characters. Unequalibrium, his second show, was selected for publication in Best New Playwrights 2002, Best Men’s Monologues For the Twenty First Century, and nominated for a 2003 Dramalogue Award.  Lyras and partner McCaskill have written pilots for NBC, FOX, and Brillstein Grey.  He recently produced and starred in the independent feature, MONA (written by McCaskill) which will screen at the Malibu Film Festival.  Lyras is represented by Endeavor and is a member of the Writer’s Guild Of America West, and the Classical Theater Lab.

About Robert McCaskill
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Robert McCaskill is an acting coach and writer, living in New York City.  As a coach, he has worked with Bernadette Peters, Montel Williams, Michelle Rodriguez and hundreds of other actors.  In 2004, Mr. McCaskill and Mr. Lyras were commissioned by FOX to write a pilot concerning young real estate agents in L.A.  In 2005 the team developed a script with the production company Adelstein-Parouse (Prison Break).  Mr. McCaskill’s stage play, HETEROSEXUALS, was produced in New York and has been adapted for the screen.  As a sketch writer, Mr. McCaskill worked at the West Bank Café with comedian Lewis Black and screenwriter Lisa Loomer (Girl Interrupted).  He was an improvisation actor with Chicago City Limits and directed the company for four years.  He is represented by Endeavor, and is a member of the Writers Guild of America. 
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