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Fairs and festivals celebrate West Virginia’s food, music and arts

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Spring has arrived in the Mountain State, bringing with it an abundance of fairs and festivals that showcase the best of West Virginia. Here you’ll find something for everyone, from events that bring the state’s history to life to celebrations that pay tribute to those who traveled from faraway places to make new homes in West Virginia. The state’s fairs and festivals are a celebration of the music, food and arts that make West Virginia almost heaven.  

Ramp Dinners 

For generations, West Virginians have taken to the woods each spring to harvest ramps. This uniquely pungent member of the onion family grows abundantly in the state’s cool mountain climates, and folk legends attribute it with the ability to stave off colds and the flu. Today, communities, including Richwood and Helvetia, celebrate spring with ramp dinners and festivals. 
The National Ramp Association’s 70th anniversary of the Feast of the Ramson is scheduled for April 19 in Richwood from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Along with a delicious menu of ramps, ham and bacon, potatoes and brown beans, cornbread, and desserts, the event includes a craft show, live music and more. For additional information, call 304-846-6790.

More than 60 bushels of ramps will be prepared at the Helvetia Ramp Supper on April 26 in Helvetia starting at 3 p.m. This Swiss community dinner also will feature ham, beans, fried potatoes, applesauce and dessert. To work off the meal, enjoy dancing with music provided by the Helvetia Star Band from 9 p.m. to midnight. For more information, call 304-924-5018 or visit www.helvetiawv.com. 
For more information about other ramp dinners, visit www.wvtourism.com. 
Wildwater Weekend

Those looking for Class II-III whitewater action can head to Webster County April 5 and 6 for the 2008 Webster Wildwater Weekend River Festival. The almost-continuous rapids of the Elk River provide the setting for the weekend’s downriver race where experienced paddlers will find all the thrills they’re seeking.  Novices also are welcome to compete and plenty of safety boaters will be on hand for the race.  Saturday’s popular slalom race consists of a series of numbered gates, some facing downstream and some facing upstream, that paddlers must navigate in order or take penalties on their race times.
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After a day on the river, paddlers and friends will gather at Camp Caesar for live music, race videos and a blazing bonfire. For more information on the Webster Wildwater Weekend River Festival, visit www.websterwv.com/whitewater.html or call 304-847-5449.  

Chocolate, Anyone?

If you love chocolate, you won’t want to miss the 2nd annual Lewisburg Chocolate Festival April 11-12.  This year’s festival features a ticketed chocolate tasting in historic downtown Lewisburg’s shops, galleries and restaurants, a chocolate bake off, a chocolate mousse eating contest for children and adults, The History of Chocolate exhibit at North House Museum and chocolate demonstrations by pastry chefs and chocolatiers including Death By Chocolate author Marcel Desaulniers. For more information and a complete list of Chocolate Festival activities, visit www.lewisburgchocolatefestival.com or call 800-833-2068.
Downtown Morgantown hosts the 9th annual “Chocolate Lover’s Day” on Saturday, April 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This one-day event is open to the public and tickets are just $5 per person. More than 30 businesses prepare a different chocolate item – all for your chocolate-loving enjoyment. While downtown, register to win a trip for four to Hershey Park. For more information, visit www.downtownmorgantown.com or call 304-292-0168.

WV Kite Festival

Everyone will be looking up during the 3rd annual West Virginia Kite Festival on April 26 at Brooke Hills Park east of Wellsburg.  During the day, the public is welcome to bring their own kites to help fill the skies over the park with a rainbow of color. At night, the telescopes come out for an evening of star watching.  The event is free and open to the public and the first 100 children receive a free kite. For more information about the West Virginia Kite Festival, visit www.smartcenter.org. 

Pendleton County Spring Fest

There’s something for everyone at the Pendleton County Spring Fest May 2-4 in Franklin. Weekend events include a Friday fish fry, Saturday morning biscuits and gravy breakfast, weekend-long flea market, trout rodeo, mountain bike race, car show, music, square dancing and more. For a complete list of events and contact information, visit www.visitpendleton.com.    

Scottish Festival and Celtic Gathering

The North Central West Virginia Scottish Festival and Celtic Gathering is an annual event that gets bigger and better every year.  This year’s event, scheduled for May 2-4 in Bridgeport, features Scottish country dancing, music and dancing workshops, a parade of clans, bagpipe, drumming and dancing competitions, and the World Scottish Heavy Athletic Championship. Athletes from the United States, Scotland, Canada, England, New Zealand and the Ukraine will be participating in the championship. For more information about the Scottish Festival and Celtic Gathering, visit www.scots-westvirginia.org. 
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Vandalia Gathering
Every Memorial Day weekend, the Vandalia Gathering takes up residence on the state capitol grounds to celebrate mountain music with fiddle, banjo, mandolin and guitar contests outside during the day and indoor concerts in the evenings.  Be sure to bring your lawn chair or blanket and make your own “best seat in the house” for the outdoor contests and the can’t-miss Liar’s Contest. Vendors sell their wares and some of the best festival food in the state. This year’s events start on Friday, May 23 and continue through Sunday, May 25.  For more information, visit www.wvculture.org/vandalia/ or call 304-558-0162. 

FestivAll

The city of Charleston is home to FestivAll June 20-29, an event that brings music, theatrical performances and arts to its downtown streets.  Be sure to check out the concerts along the Kanawha River: “Blues, Brews & Barbeque” and “Wine and All that Jazz.” For a complete list of FestivAll events, visit www.festivallcharleston.com. 

# # #
NEWS








West Virginia Division of Tourism ( 90 MacCorkle Ave., SW ( South Charleston, WV 25303 ( 304-558-2200 ( 1-800-CALL-WVA ( FAX: 304-558-2459 ( www.callwva.com


Equal Opportunity Employer


