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Events showcase West Virginia’s history, traditions and heritage

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. — From the shape of the state itself to the history that formed it, West Virginia is uniquely wild and wonderful.  West Virginians are proud of their rich heritage and celebrate their history and traditions with events that showcase everything from the battles that were won to shape the state to the industries that drive her still today.  Take some time this spring to learn more about the Mountain State at one of the many heritage events scheduled throughout West Virginia.

100th Anniversary of Mother’s Day

West Virginia was home to the first Mother’s Day observation in 1908 when Anna Marie Jarvis, a native of Grafton, W.Va., initiated the first celebration honoring moms.  Events to commemorate the centennial year include the Mother’s Day Concert Series with performances in Wheeling, Charleston and Grafton; the 5th annual Mother’s Tea on May 3; and the 100th observance of Mother’s Day on May 11.  For a complete list of Mother’s Day commemorative events, visit www.mothersdayshrine.com.  

Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine

Listed on the National Registry of Historical Places, the Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine takes visitors 1,500 feet underground through an authentic coal mine on the hillsides of New River Park. A “man trip” car will take you through the restored, low-seam mine as a guide shares the story of coal mining from its early, hand-loading days to the innovative processes that are used today. The mine will reopen for tours on April 1, revealing a newly expanded and renovated site. For reservations and rates, contact the Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine at 304-256-1747 or visit www.beckleymine.com.  Additional attractions include a gift shop, campground and youth museum.

Cass Scenic Railroad

Located in the breathtaking mountains of West Virginia, Cass Scenic Railroad takes you on a journey back in time with daily runs to Whittaker Station, Bald Knob and Spruce Run. While there, learn more about the town’s history through scheduled presentations and tours, and be sure to visit the restored company buildings and Cass company store.  Special entertainment trains add to the fun and excitement of these excursions and offer a variety of options that will make your experience one you will never forget.  
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Use your detective skills and help solve a murder mystery on May 23. This dinner train is fun for the whole family and includes a prize for one lucky detective. On May 24, take pleasure in great food and live bluegrass music on the Fiddles and Vittles tour. The weekend of May 30 will get visitors walking and talking with the Whistles, Wings and Wildflowers tour. Bird watching, nature walks and conversation with new friends make this one of Cass’ more unique trips.  For additional information on these and other monthly tours, contact the Cass Scenic Railroad State Park at 304-456-4300 or visit www.cassrailroad.com. 

Civil War Weekends

History comes alive as Civil War re-enactors commemorate the skirmish of Hurricane Bridge and the Battle of Scary Creek at Valley Park in Hurricane.  Activities start on March 28 and run through March 30.  Special events include a historical lantern tour, a military ball, storytelling and parade drills.  A ladies’ tea is scheduled for 3 p.m. on Saturday when all ladies, eight years of age and above, are cordially invited to bring their favorite tea cup to the Hurricane Valley Community Center.  All events except the ladies tea are free, but donations will be accepted.  For more information and to purchase tickets for the ladies tea, call the Putnam County Parks & Visitors Bureau at 304-562-0518, ext. 3.     

Become a part of the Civil War era at the Battle of Lewisburg from May 16-18.  The Battle of Lewisburg Heritage Committee will host interactive presentations that will interest the entire family. Activities include discussions with President Abraham Lincoln, General Robert E. Lee and General Ulysses S. Grant, carriage rides and tea with Mrs. Lincoln. Ghost tours also will take place. For more information, visit www.battleoflewisburg.org or call 304-645-2154. 

Prickett’s Fort State Park will commemorate the Jones-Imboden Raid with a Civil War re-enactment April 26-27. This re-enactment will give visitors a glimpse into the April 1863 raid as Confederate forces invaded Fairmont, Va. (now West Virginia) in an attempt to gain control of the B&O Railroad and capture Governor of the Reorganized Virginia Francis Pierpont. The weekend includes various re-enactments and demonstrations. A Jones-Imboden Raid Civil War Kids Day is scheduled for April 25. This includes Civil War re-enactors who will provide learning stations for students throughout the day. For more information, contact Prickett’s Fort at 304-363-3030 or info@prickettsfort.org or visit www.prickettsfort.org.   

History buffs will enjoy the 12th annual West Virginia Day Celebration at Canaan Valley Resort scheduled for June 20-22. The weekend includes a Civil War re-enactment, authentic encampment, battlefield and surgery demonstrations, arts, crafts, hayrides and more. For more information, visit www.canaanresort.com or call 800-622-4121.
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