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Alliance Fact Sheet
Overview

With 45 million adult smokers in the U.S., public health leaders and policy makers at all levels face the pressing challenge and tremendous opportunity of reducing tobacco use. To effectively take on the reduction of tobacco use - the single largest preventable cause of death - a comprehensive campaign aligning the public health community at the national, state, and local levels is required to help millions of Americans quit smoking and save and extend lives. 
The National Alliance for Tobacco Cessation is a collaboration of several national organizations and state public health programs. The Alliance has been spearheaded by The American Legacy Foundation®, the national non-profit that created the award-winning truth® campaign, that has been credited with significant reductions in teen tobacco use. Legacy has brought together states and some of the nation’s most influential public health groups to create a unified national voice to help Americans quit smoking.
The health hazards of smoking are indisputable. More than 40 years after the Surgeon General's groundbreaking 1964 report, study after study has demonstrated the dire health effects caused by smoking. Today, tobacco is the number one preventable cause of death in the U.S. Smoking causes more deaths than AIDS, illegal drugs, alcohol, car accidents, suicide, and murder combined. 
The vast majority of smokers want to quit. In 2000, 70 percent of smokers said they wanted to quit and more than 40 percent made a quit attempt of at least one day. But, because quitting requires giving up a highly addictive product, only 5 percent of smokers succeed in quitting long-term each year. It typically takes 8-11 quit attempts to quit smoking for good.
But there is hope. States and national public health organizations have taken important steps to reduce smoking by sponsoring public education programs, implementing telephone counseling services, increasing excise taxes, funding community-based programs to assist smokers and implementing clean-indoor air legislation. Evidence-based methods exist that can dramatically increase the rate of successful quitting and smokers are desperate to learn what they are.
A national cessation campaign to assist our nation's smokers who want to quit has the potential to change the tobacco use landscape in the United States. Through a coordinated, comprehensive national smoking cessation public education initiative that works in concert with the existing tobacco dependence treatment infrastructure, services, and policies, we can make progress against the nation's tobacco epidemic. This new public education effort will help smokers identify their triggers -- the daily activities that either cause them to smoke -- or are habitually associated with smoking. By learning what their smoking triggers are, smokers can relearn how to live their lives without cigarettes and begin to battle their addiction with practice and preparation. EX will educate smokers through advertisements on television, radio, online and out of home promotions. The program also offers smokers a new Web site, www.BecomeAnEx.org, which features tips and tools for quitting, as well as a virtual community, where smokers can share stories and best practices about their quit attempt.

The National Alliance for Tobacco Cessation Founding Members are:
· The American Cancer Society

· The American Heart Association

· The American Legacy Foundation

· The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

· C-Change

· Mayo Clinic 
· National Cancer Institute

· Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

-more-

The American Cancer Society

The American Cancer Society is dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health problem by saving lives, diminishing suffering and preventing cancer through research, education, advocacy and service. Founded in 1913 and with national headquarters in Atlanta, the Society has 13 regional Divisions and local offices in 3,400 communities, involving millions of volunteers across the United States. For more information anytime, call toll free 1-800-ACS-2345 or visit www.cancer.org.

The American Heart Association

Founded in 1924, the American Heart Association today is the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary health organization dedicated to building healthier lives, free of heart disease and stroke.  These diseases, America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers, and all other cardiovascular diseases claim nearly 870,000 lives a year.  In fiscal year 2006–07 the association invested more than $554 million in research, professional and public education, advocacy and community service programs to help all Americans live longer, healthier lives. To learn more, call 1-800-AHA-USA1 or visit www.americanheart.org. 
The American Legacy Foundation
The American Legacy Foundation® is dedicated to building a world where young people reject tobacco and anyone can quit. Located in Washington, D.C., the foundation develops programs that address the health effects of tobacco use, especially among vulnerable populations disproportionately affected by the toll of tobacco, through grants, technical assistance and training, partnerships, youth activism, and counter-marketing and grassroots marketing campaigns. The foundation’s programs include truth®, a national youth smoking prevention campaign that has been cited as contributing to significant declines in youth smoking; EX®, an innovative public health program designed to speak to smokers in their own language and change the way they approach quitting; research initiatives exploring the causes, consequences and approaches to reducing tobacco use; and a nationally-renowned program of outreach to priority populations. The American Legacy Foundation was created as a result of the November 1998 Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) reached between attorneys general from 46 states, five U.S. territories and the tobacco industry. Visit www.americanlegacy.org.
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) is the national nonprofit organization representing the state and territorial public health agencies of the United States, the U.S. Territories, and the District of Columbia. ASTHO's members, the chief health officials of these jurisdictions, are dedicated to formulating and influencing sound public health policy, and to assuring excellence in state-based public health practice. Our Vision: Healthy people thriving in a nation free of preventable illness and injury.  Our Mission: Transforming public health within states and territories to help members dramatically improve health and wellness.
C-Change

C-Change is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization that assembles cancer leaders from the three sectors - private, public, and not-for-profit - from across the cancer continuum - prevention, early detection, treatment and quality of life.  C-Change's mission is to eliminate cancer as a public health problem at the earliest possible time by leveraging the expertise and resources of its members.

Mayo Clinic

Mayo Clinic is a not-for-profit organization with outpatient and hospital facilities in Scottsdale/Phoenix, Ariz., Jacksonville, Fla., and Rochester, Minn. It is dedicated to an integrated mission of innovative patient care, scientific medical research and academic medical education. Mayo Clinic’s hallmark is teamwork – applying the wisdom and expertise of numerous specialists for each patient. The mission of Mayo Clinic’s Nicotine Dependence Center is to promote tobacco-free living through an integrated program of intervention services, education and research. Visit http://ndc.mayo.edu for more information on the Center or http://www.mayoclinic.org for more about Mayo Clinic.

-more-

The National Cancer Institute

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is a component of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), one of eight agencies that compose the Public Health Service (PHS) in the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). The NCI, established under the National Cancer Institute Act of 1937, is the Federal Government's principal agency for cancer research and training. The National Cancer Act of 1971 broadened the scope and responsibilities of the NCI and created the National Cancer Program. Over the years, legislative amendments have maintained the NCI authorities and responsibilities and added new information dissemination mandates as well as a requirement to assess the incorporation of state-of-the-art cancer treatments into clinical practice. The National Cancer Institute coordinates the National Cancer Program, which conducts and supports research, training, health information dissemination, and other programs with respect to the cause, diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of cancer, rehabilitation from cancer, and the continuing care of cancer patients and the families of cancer patients. For more information about cancer, please visit the NCI Web site at http://www.cancer.gov, or call NCI's Cancer Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER (1-800-422-6237). 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues facing our country. As the nation's largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the health and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, meaningful and timely change.  For more than 35 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced approach to the problems that affect the health and health care of those it serves. When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime. For more information, visit www.rwjf.org.
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