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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Medical Tourism:  

Patients Travel Abroad for Serious Surgery,
Facilitated by WorldMed Assist
Global health care company facilitates liver transplant, prostate surgery, 
disk fusion, hip resurfacing, rhinoplasty correction, gastric bypass
in India, Belgium, Turkey--at a fraction of U.S. prices
Concord, CA--WorldMed Assist has given many North Americans a new lease on life by helping them get affordable access to medical care they either couldn’t get access to or couldn’t afford at home.  Patients travel from far reaches to places they never imagined visiting on vacation—Belgium, Turkey, India and Mexico.  All saved thousands of dollars and many avoided life-threatening years on a waiting list for health care at home.
This summary of recent WorldMed Assist patients shows how far medical tourism has come since its popular roots in North America as an inexpensive alternative for cosmetic and dental procedures.  
Florida Landscaper Becomes First American to Have Liver Transplant in Delhi, India

WorldMed Assist saved Kevin Stewart’s life.  His liver was failing, and no one was sure he could hold out for a liver to become available anywhere in the U.S.  Kevin was sure of one thing:  “The $350,000 I was quoted for liver transplant surgery in the U.S. would wipe me out,” he said.  Stewart is a self-employed landscaper, and with the cost of insurance for small businesses, he’d taken the risk of foregoing health insurance. When he made that choice, little did he know that in August 2006, he’d become the first American to have a liver transplant in India.
Stewart searched the internet for options when it became clear that both the expense and the long waiting list were prohibitive, and that without a liver transplant he would die.  He found WorldMed Assist, a company specializing in facilitating overseas surgeries, and sent them an e-mail saying little more than “I need a liver transplant.”  WorldMed Assist immediately contacted Stewart to get more information, and within days, returned to Stewart a set of carefully researched options for having his transplant overseas.  Stewart’s sister, Jo-Ann Hall, from Ottawa, Canada, generously offered to donate a lobe of her liver to save her brother’s life. 
In June 2006, Stewart and Hall departed for India. The total cost of the surgery for both donor and recipient:  $55,000--a savings of $295,000.  
Both patients flew home in August, far ahead of schedule, and returned to the rhythms of their lives full of strength and vigor.  They’re still singing the praises of what they dubbed their “dream team” of surgeons, medical team and the staff at WorldMed Assist, who stayed in constant contact from initial contact through recovery at home.  

Houston Dentist Travels to India for Prostate Surgery
Through WorldMed Assist, Jonathan Reeder of Houston, Texas learned his prostate surgery would cost him $7,500 in India, including air, plus a week’s lodging for his recovery.  In the U.S., the surgery alone would have been $36,000, plus a multiple page bill of hospital add-ons, bringing the total to at least $50,000.
Reeder settled on www.WorldMedAssist.com after ruling out several other medical tourism companies because “some websites were clumsy, some people I contacted were too aggressive, some had such broken English I couldn’t understand them.  WorldMed Assist made everything easy.  They were fast, responsive, efficient and thorough in researching my options.  As a dentist, I have a pretty good understanding of medical issues in the U.S., and traveling to India is definitely something I’d consider doing again for whatever I might need in the future.”  
WorldMed Assist lined up the best hospitals and the best surgeons, then set up a conference call for Reeder and the medical team.  Reeder carefully checked all references and felt at ease with his decision to go to India. “From then on, all I had to do was get on the plane,” he said.  “WorldMed Assist took care of everything else.”
The thoroughness of the pre-op work in India amazed Reeder.  “Besides the typical tests, they did an MRI and a bone scan, plus put me on the treadmill to make sure my heart would take the surgery.  This was all included in my $7500 bill.”

Reeder was impressed that WorldMed Assist tracked his procedure through every step, relaying information back home to his wife, Marilyn. “In fact, they called her four times during the 24 hours following my surgery,” he said.  Three months after the surgery, Reeder had his follow-up PSA test at home:  cancer free.

Uninsured Telecom Systems Installer Returns from Belgium after Hip Resurfacing
In September, Maurice Moreau, an uninsured self-employed phone systems installer, flew home to New Orleans from Belgium, with a resurfaced hip that alleviated pain that had become intolerable.  While researching hip replacement in the U.S., he discovered the alternative procedure of hip resurfacing, but learned that because the procedure had only been approved by the FDA in 2006, U.S. doctors did not have a solid enough track record to instill him with confidence.  
Moreau came across www.WorldMedAssist.com, and was immediately impressed with the site’s detailed information about hip resurfacing.  WorldMed Assist informed Moreau he could have the surgery in Belgium with a world renowned expert who’d performed more than 2100 hip resurfacings.  The total cost would be less than $20,000 including travel and lodging both for him and his wife—about a third the U.S. price.
“WorldMed Assist stayed in constant contact with us before, during and after the surgery.  Wouter Hoeberechts, the CEO, was very open with me, and made everything so incredibly easy,” Moreau said.  
“The doctor was great.  A fellow patient from Belgium told me he’s the best in the world, and I believe it!  I give both the hospital and the recuperation villa five stars,” said Moreau
Moureau returned to New Orleans 12 days later.   “I’m pain free for the first time in two years.  My chronic headaches are gone and I’m no longer limping.  I’m ready to get back to running my business!”

British Columbia Patient Flies to India for Gastric Bypass, Saving 3 Year Wait
Bill Moore finally reached the point where he knew he could not solve his weight issues with traditional methods.  He told his doctor in Canada that he had some money coming due and was researching overseas alternatives to the three-year wait it would take to get gastric bypass surgery at home.  His research led him to WorldMed Assist, which helped him decide the best international destination, hospital and doctor for the procedure.  Two weeks after their initial discussion, Moore was on a plane to India.  
He praises every aspect of his journey:  WorldMed Assist for helping him expedite the surgery so he’d be recovered in time to move to a new apartment in December, his entire medical experience in India which he considered a five star experience, and himself--for taking the bold leap to leave home for weight loss surgery, which in just two months, helped him get 60 pounds closer to his goal.  

New Yorker Has Rhinoplasty Corrected in Turkey
 Tina Iovene was not happy with the nose job she’d had done in the U.S.   “When I smiled, my nose was crooked, and it was hard to breathe on one side,” she said.  “My doctor in the U.S. wasn’t interested in redoing the surgery—he said I was too picky, and my nose was fine.  But it didn’t feel right, and it didn’t look right and I wanted it corrected.  I started researching how much it would cost to fix in the U.S., along with breast augmentation I’d been planning.”  
When she learned that both procedures would cost about $18,000 in the U.S, she took to the Internet to investigate overseas options.  She found a few appealing sites offering medical travel options, but only one—www.WorldMedAssist.com—clearly stood out for the quality destinations and friendly and professional customer service it offered. Through WorldMed Assist she learned she could have both procedures done at the brand new Anadolu Medical Center in Turkey with a highly skilled plastic surgeon, for less than half the priceshe was quoted in the U.S. — including travel and lodging.
 “It’s not hard to find stories in the media about cosmetic surgery done abroad that U.S. cosmetic surgeons later have to fix,” said Wouter Hoeberechts, CEO of WorldMed Assist.  “But here’s a case where her surgery four years ago in the U.S. did not have the desired outcome, and a highly qualified surgeon in Turkey was able to correct the situation.”
About WorldMed Assist
Experts in medical tourism, WorldMed Assist’s mission is to improve lives by helping patients receive high quality medical treatment abroad at affordable prices.  WorldMed Assist coordinates and simplifies every aspect of care and travel.  WorldMed Assist also provides medical tourism as an option for self-insured businesses seeking expanded and affordable healthcare options for employees.  Doctors and hospitals in India, Turkey, Belgium and Mexico are carefully selected to match each client’s specific needs.  Procedures are significantly less expensive than in the U.S., yet delivered with the same or higher quality care and results as set by U.S. standards.  Waiting times are virtually eliminated, track records are proven, and facilities are state-of-the-art.  For more information, go to www.WorldMedAssist.com.
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