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The dot-com boom provided many hopes and dreams for tech savvy entrepreneurs in California’s Silicon Valley. Ironically, it was the subsequent dot-com bust that provided the impetus for Thandie Harris-Sapp to follow her own dream to become an accessory designer, specializing in jewelry.

SiRA.O (sear-ah-o) is derived from Thandie’s African name, Sira Ongoiba, given to her by villagers while she lived and worked as a Peace Corps volunteer in Mali, West Africa. Thandie's products reflect her travels abroad. Most products have been given French or Bambara names (both languages are spoken widely throughout West Africa). Much of Thandie's inspiration comes from the colorful traditions of the African marketplace and the entrepreneurial ingenuity of its artisans. 

Before founding SiRA.O in 2002, Thandie used her technical background -- BS in Engineering, University of Georgia -- to gain access into the dot-com industry. Thandie developed a niche in marketing research (consumer behavior) and used her skills at various start-ups. While working full-time, Thandie completed an MBA at the University of San Francisco, concentration in International Marketing. During an introspective classroom retreat, and following dot-com layoffs, Thandie discovered her “calling” and made the bold decision to bring her dream to fruition. 

 SiRA.O’s success among Thandie’s friends and family has been overwhelming. But the true measure of approval has come from the savvy, highly critical, general public. While promenading in San Francisco’s Union Square shopping district, Thandie’s necklaces, scarves, and handbags have garnered much attention. On many occasions, customers have commissioned her work after they have attempted to purchase the item she was wearing. Thandie has been inspired by the popularity of her creations among savvy shoppers, but she insists that “I create my pieces to satisfy my own need to complete an outfit.” 

The SiRA.O accessory line is an amalgamation of colorful beads, gems, and fabrics found at the remote reaches of the globe, from Africa to Asia to Eastern Europe. One glance at a SiRA.O product and the signature becomes clear: a popular functional item that bears a unique design that will survive the trend.

Contact:

Thandie Harris-Sapp

SiRA.O Designs

Thandie@sirao.com
www.sirao.com
