Jas Anderson – Biography

May 16, 2008

Jas Anderson a man of stature and presence entered the field of acting for one reason, the freedom of expression through diverse roles. He has been an active member of the arts since his early childhood. He got his first case of the acting bug on stage at the enthusiastic age of 7. Performing at the Village Gate in NY, long before his serious study of acting at the Weist Barron. And it was no surprise to find at that after that early performance Jas Anderson was quickly signed with an agent. Emerging as a quick script study at the Weist Baron School at age 8 & 9 he went on, with the loving inspiration, sacrifice and support of his mother Vickie L. Anderson, to develop and pursue acting and entertainment as his career goal. 

He continued his focused training in theater and dance at the renowned Harlem School of the Arts and Professional Performing Arts School, NYC. The energy of the crowd and the excitement and attention surrounding each performance opened a floodgate of sincere heartfelt joy for his craft, of which he still keeps to this day. He attended Rutgers University where he was enrolled at the Mason Gross School of Arts, majoring in theater, and studying with William Esper. Learning the most about acting during his time at Rutgers University, Jas gained a deep appreciation for behind the scenes production and voice work and was able to sharpen his skill and express a mature love and vision of his career.

Since then, Jas has performed at several well-known New York area theatrical venues, including The New Federal Theater where he worked with the legendary Woodie King, and received an Audelco Award nomination for Best Male in a Musical for the show Diss Diss, Diss Dat at age 23. He has also appeared in productions at The Atlantic Theater, The Theater for New City, and at PS 122 during the Fringe Festival NYC, just to name a few. During this stage he met his managing agent Josselyne Herman-Saccio. Her trust and support for his vision inspired him to surround himself with people who have the same vision and support for his career.

As his opportunities for acting and performing, in theater and on television, increased during 2002 and 2007 he developed a trademark style of exhibiting a pure energy and passion to his roles. “Preparation is the key,” Jas says about preparing and researching his roles. He treats each role as an intense vehicle of expression and brings his own level of passion and zeal to them. 

Jas Anderson has also worked in film and television, appearing on the Fox 5 television show Jonny Zero, and he recently booked a part on the new NBC series Conviction and was featured in 3 episodes. His most recent television appearance is on the Guiding Light airing in February 2008. In addition to the credits listed above, Jas has had major roles in several films, starring in Rock the Paint opposite John Doman (HBO’s The Wire and Mystic River) and Douglas Smith (HBO’s “Big Love”), which premiered at both the Tribeca Film Festival and the Pan African Film Festival. Rock the Paint won the TAA creative promise award that year at the Tribeca Film Festival in 2005. Jas just added two more recent film projects to his resume – one with actor Malik Yoba and Michael Easton titled They're Just My Friends, and Nick in Time with Isaiah Whitlock, Jr. (The Wire). 

Jas has made his mark in several music videos and video games, starring as the male lead in videos for both Move Ya Body by Nina Sky, and British singing sensation Marc Morrison’s Innocent Man featuring DMX. You can also check out Jas Anderson as the voice and movement of the character OG LOC in the #1 selling video game in 2005 Grand Theft Auto-San Andreas. Most recently, Jas starred in a staged reading opposite LORRAINE BRACCO (The Sopranos) entitled DAMON AND DEBRA at The Sage Theatre in New York. Jas has also slipped in a few national commercials for Verizon and Hersey’s Reeces.

Devoting his career goals to advance his family, his main inspiration and support comes from his mother Vickie L. Anderson and he fuels his passion with love of his children, Jashante, Sydnee and Jaela. When asked, what is acting to him? His response is, “Letting your imagination run free” and “escaping into another reality.” His realistic vision of what acting is for him gives him the drive and sensibility to see his career goals realized.
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