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Dr. Jean Brody joins Drexel’s Westphal College as Director of the
Arts Administration Online Program

Philadelphia, PA— Former Goucher College program director Dr. Jean Brody
joined the faculty of Drexel University’s Antoinette Westphal College of Media Arts &
Design as program director of the newly formed online master’s degree in arts
administration (M.S., Arts Administration). She is charged with delivering a high
quality, online education by integrating management practice, theory, and
practicum into the curriculum, incorporating the arts, commerce, research, and
technology for a multi-disciplinary course of study. Drexel Online is a pioneer in
online education since its launch in1996. Online programs are taught by the same
world-renowned faculty as Drexel’s on-campus courses.

“We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Brody to lead this exciting new venture,” said
Cecelia Fitzgibbon, director of the arts administration program. “The development
of this comprehensive online program will allow us to maintain our high standards
in preparing leaders for the arts organization of tomorrow. We expect that the
program will attract students from across the country, many of whom do not have
access to graduate education in arts administration in their immediate area. Dr.
Brody’s experience will be an important asset.”

For the past six years, Brody served as director of the masters of arts in arts
administration program at Goucher College. While at Goucher College, Brody
developed a curriculum with a distinct focus on the role arts serve in the
community. Her involvement in community arts included a study of political
theatre in Latin America and an intensive study with Augusto Boal. Using Boal-
based techniques, she co-founded Theatre Dynamics, which brought participatory
social action theatre to a variety of arts and social service organizations in the
Philadelphia and beyond.

“I look forward to creating an online program that will duplicate the quality and
intensity of the existing arts administration master’s program at Drexel, but will use
the latest tools and techniques for online pedagogy and communication to build a
vibrant learning community,” said Brody. “The online faculty will draw from top
leaders in the Philadelphia arts world and from around the nation. The program will
seek to understand the many areas in which the arts can contribute to the human
experience: aesthetic, personal, interpersonal, community-wide, and society as a
whole.”

Brody has worked extensively in the arts for nearly 30 years as a professor, a

consultant, a production dramaturg, a director and literary manager. She was an
assistant professor of theater at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colo. and worked as
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the director of development for The Point Breeze Performing Arts Center and The
Philadelphia Shakespeare Festival. Additionally, she has consulted for The Bach
Festival of Philadelphia, The Theatre Alliance of Greater Philadelphia and the
People’s Light and Theater Company. Brody holds a bachelor’s degree in literature
from Yale College and a master’s and doctor of fine arts in dramaturgy and
dramatic criticism from The Yale School of Drama.
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About the Arts Administration Program

One of the oldest programs in the nation, Drexel's arts administration graduate
program strives to provide the highest quality education for students by integrating
management practice, theory, and practicum into the curriculum. Classes
incorporate the four branches of the arts, commerce, research, and technology for
a multi-disciplinary course of study. Drexel’s program emphasizes business areas
such as marketing and policy development to prepare students for careers as arts
managers and leaders in the field. The program also serves as a link between the
arts and the community, working closely with local and national arts and cultural
organizations in research and consulting opportunities.

About the Antoinette Westphal College of Media Arts and Design

Drexel University’s Antoinette Westphal College of Media Arts & Design offers
twelve undergraduate and five graduate programs in media, design and the
performing arts. The College empowers students with the knowledge, skills and
techniques to succeed in highly competitive creative fields. Programs are taught in
small studio settings, featuring hands-on learning and a faculty of industry
practitioners who emphasize the use of the latest technologies. Westphal College is
home to the Mandell Theater, the Pearlstein Gallery, Drexel’s television (DUTV) and
radio (WKDU) stations, the Kal and Lucille Rudman Institute for Entertainment
Industry Studies, MAD Dragon Records and Drexel’s Historic Costume Collection.
Allen Sabinson is the dean of the Antoinette Westphal College of Media Arts and
Design. For more information about the College, go to:
www.drexel.edu/westphal.

About Drexel University Online:
Drexel University Online, winner of the 2006 21st Century Best Practice Award for

Distance Learning from the United States Distance Learning Association, is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Drexel University, specializing in innovative, Internet-
based distance education programs for working professionals and corporations in
the United States and abroad. A pioneer in online education since 1996, Drexel’s
online programs are taught by the same world-renowned faculty as our on-campus
courses. Drexel University is continually ranked one of the best national doctoral
universities by U.S.News & World Report and enjoys regional accreditation by the
Middle States Association of Colleges & Secondary Schools.
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Media Contacts:

Drexel University Online:
Stephanie Janes
215-895-6121
stephanie.janes@drexel.edu

Westphal College:

Zeek Weil, Director of Communications & Events
215.895.2629

zw36@drexel.edu
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