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Spoken word takes precedence

Honorable Arturo Aliaga, Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism of Aragon,
Distinguished partners and enablers,
Ladies and gentlemen of the press,
Dear friends and guests

We at General Motors are delighted to make room on the rooftop of our Zaragoza plant for a pioneering energy installation. We know that this solar project will radiate benefits on the entire community.

On behalf of GM Europe, I salute the government of Aragon for encouraging this bold energy initiative in Zaragoza. And I thank our partners, (Aussprache frz.!:) Veolia Environnement and (Aussprache engl.!:) Clairvoyant Energy, for plugging us into their far-sighted concept. With output capacity of approximately 10 Mega Watts, this will be the world’s largest rooftop power station.
I’ll defer to Minister Ariaga, Monsieur Proglio and Mr. Hardee to describe the fascinating features of this photovoltaic project. But I wish to explain just how this renewable energy initiative fits into GM’s overall strategy of sustainable mobility.
In competitive automobile manufacturing, sustainability has an environmental as well as an economic dimension. Delivering energy to the local grid, the power station also benefits GM Espana, GM’s biggest European car plant. This solar energy concept has significant potential to reduce costs for manufacturing, and we will evaluate the results of the Zaragoza rooftop power station for possible similar energy projects at GM Europe’s 10 assembly plants and the component plants.
Large photovoltaic installations like this one in Zaragoza can also make solar energy available for many electric cars. This is part of the diversified propulsion approach GM pursues.
The installation at our Zaragoza plant will be not only the world’s biggest rooftop power plant. It will also be the most modern photovoltaic initiative for GM so far. Rooftop solar energy installations are also lowering electricity bills at two GM facilities in California. This clean power generation spares the environment because there are no emissions of greenhouse gases. The Zaragoza project will cut carbon dioxide emissions by 6.7 thousand tons per year.

There is another, overarching reason why GM actively promotes photovoltaics. As a car manufacturer, we are heavily committed to renewable and alternative energy sources in the quest for economical and environmentally sustainable mobility.
We’ve experimented with photovoltaic panels on car roofs already in the 1980s. GM’s special Sun Raycer vehicle won the world solar challenge rally for solar-powered vehicles in Australia in 1988. In the hotel entrance we show our new concept car SAAB 9-X Bio Hybrid with rooftop solar cells generating solar energy to support the battery. 

Ladies and gentlemen,
Electricity is a keyword for future sustainable and affordable mobility.
So far, electric vehicles, in general, had limitations. Our Chevrolet Volt is a new type of electric vehicle. It addresses the range problem and has room for passengers and their luggage. The Volt can be fully charged by plugging it into the grid. When the battery is depleted, a small combustion engine spins at a constant speed to create electricity and replenish the battery, so that the total range is fully in line with vehicles propelled by combustion engines. 
GM is going to start series production of an Erev in 2010 in the US. Market introduction in Europe will follow closely.

With its annual capacity of 15.1 million kWh the Zaragoza plant rooftop solar power station could one day supply the renewable energy for operating more than 4.500 GM Extended Range Electric Vehicles for an entire year in a typical European work commuters’ cycle. This cycle covers already 70 percent of the overall commuter traffic in Europe.
As a future option the combustion engine can be replaced with a fuel cell unit. Fuel-cells are another objective of GM’s advanced propulsion strategy. 
GM also makes hybrid vehicles, which combine a gasoline engine with a battery-powered electric motor. The city of Seattle is poised to save at least 1 million gallons of diesel fuel with a new fleet of buses powered by GM’s articulated hybrid technology. 

A flexible modular approach lets us package various propulsion systems into the vehicle, using a variety of energy sources. That can be all electric or gasoline, biofuel, natural gas, even clean coal. And GM is combining this effort with power-train advances to lift economy, power and torque while downsizing to smaller and lighter turbocharged engines.
As you can see, our engineers are working along a broad technological front to reduce oil consumption, cut emissions, raise vehicle efficiency, boost economy and deliver more sustainable mobility. And our long-range corporate commitment to a better environment is not just limited to our vehicles.
From product recycling to clean, efficient production facilities, we strive for environmental leadership in all our business operations.
This Zaragoza rooftop power station will be another showcase for GM’s commitment to sustainable business practices. 

GM believes sound environmental decisions are good business decisions. Come September, this project will provide the proof, when abundant sunlight begins reducing our costs and Aragon’s carbon emissions simultaneously. That’s a worthwhile environmental milestone we can all be proud of.

"Senores y Senoras: La Planta Solar sobre los tejados de nuestra factoría en Zaragoza es una prueba más del compromiso de GM con las prácticas de negocio sostenibles".
Gracias.
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