And you thought YOU really needed loose covers 

for your leather sofa?

Leather furniture has dominated the British upholstery market now for around eight years, accounting for around 60% of sales. It’s a chic, modern look, yet it’s prone to looking worn.

For some owners of leather sofas, however, that’s the least of their worries. In February 2008, the BBC programme Watchdog reported that hundreds of people had suffered rashes and blistering after buying a particular brand of Chinese leather sofa from certain high-street retailers. Watchdog suggested that some of those retailers were still selling the furniture, even though they knew it might be harming their customers.

Blisters

One lady paid £599 for a leather sofa from a major high-street chain in October 2006. She came out in a rash and suffered open, weeping wounds on her back. Three trips to hospital followed.

Another householder bought her sofa from a leather retailer for £700 in June 2007. She immediately developed a painful, itchy rash. One lady fell asleep on her sofa and awoke with blisters and a rash on her back. She complained to the retailer, but was still waiting for them to act three months later.

The cases are the subject of legal action, and research suggests that the problem stems from a fungicide, which could be contained in the sachets inside the sofa that help prevent mould and decay. 

New solution

Of course, very few people have such extreme problems with their leather sofas. The vast majority are perfectly happy. However, when a sofa starts to look a little tired or its owner fancies a new look, a unique new solution is now available from covermyfurniture.com.

Loose covers for leather furniture have always been notoriously difficult to fit, because most fabrics slip too much once fitted. But now, covermyfurniture.com has identified a new range of wonderful chenille fabrics. Their weight and texture make them highly suitable for covering leather sofas and chairs.

Designer look

“It’s a half-leather, half-fabric look that’s very fashionable right now ( very ‘designer’,” says Simon Blackburn, Online Media Manager at covermyfurniture.com. “Obviously, not everyone gets medical problems with their sofas. But a lot of people are becoming aware that leather can be sticky in the summer and cold in the winter. Or perhaps they simply want to breathe new life into their tired-looking furniture.”


The beautiful chenille loose covers can not only transform old or damaged leather suites, but they can protect it, too ( from pets, children, wine and food.


Simple online buying



Customers will enjoy not only the chic elegance of a new look in their living rooms, but also the simple, five-stage buying process that takes place entirely online.

Customers simply go to www.covermyfurniture.com and select from a wide range of fashionable fabrics. From there, they can zoom in for a better look and order a swatch. They then place their orders and leave a small deposit. Sending in some photographs of their furniture for visual reference, they then receive a personalised measurement chart, made specially for their furniture. From there, they send back the dimensions and wait for their beautiful covers to arrive.  Simple Cushion Covers and Throws can be bought direct online.

“The basic product to transform a leather sofa,” says Simon, “is a throw and some cushion covers, going to seat and back cushion covers, then to recovering the full piece of furniture. It all starts from just £99. It’s a really cost-effective way of getting a fashionable new look.”

More information about the unique service is available from www.covermyfurniture.com.
