The old-sofa solution that doesn’t cost the Earth

It’s a bit shabby. The cats have nested and plucked away at it. The kids have left their mark, too, in the shape of school-shoe buckles and lemonade spills. Maybe it’s looking a bit dated. But, hey, a new leather sofa would cost the Earth, wouldn’t it?

Well, yes. A new leather sofa might literally cost the Earth. Because there’s an environmental price to pay in throwing away your old furniture. Typically, your old leather sofa will end up in landfill. 

Tough regulations

What does that mean? Being non-compactable, sofas in landfill take up space that’s at a premium. This is especially true in the overcrowded UK, already penalised by the EU in the shape of tougher and tougher EU regulations and fines for not reducing the usage of landfill.

Furniture dumped in landfill sites could take decades to decompose. Worse, the materials used in its construction let out toxic substances that damage the soil. Anything dumped in landfill also gets broken down and ends up in our ground water. In the case of woodchip ( a staple of upholstered products ( it can contain chemicals like formaldehyde that get passed into the environment.

So, what else can you do? You might get lucky with a charity shop. Beyond that, you might be able to sell it, but you could struggle getting that old Chesterfield into the back of your Smart car. Alternatively, some companies will deconstruct sofas and sort them into their component parts, such as cotton, wood, foam and fabric. They then bale these parts and recycle them for car manufacturing or insulation.

Recycling

Other organisations, such as SOFA (Shifting Old Furniture Around), collect surplus furniture and redistribute it to disadvantaged people. This type of recycling is great as it uses volunteers who get the chance to improve their work skills.

Then again, if you don’t fancy any of that, and maybe you’re secretly a bit fond of your old leather sofa, you could always keep it. Keep it? Yes, thanks to a unique new idea from covermyfurniture.com, loose covers for your leather sofa are now a real possibility.

Once deemed too awkward for leather suites ( the fabric tends to slide around on the smooth leather surface ( loose covers are now an attractive, chic possibility. That’s because, after extensive research, covermyfurniture.com has identified a new range of wonderful chenille fabrics. Their weight and texture make them highly suitable for use as loose covers on leather sofas and chairs.

Opulent look

The loose-covers product is unique to covermyfurniture.com. It can completely transform leather furniture and comes with options of chenille back and seat cushions, arm covers and stunning scatter-cushion combinations.

Says covermyfurniture.com Online Media Manager Simon Blackburn, “Basically, it’s a brand-new, highly opulent look at a fraction of the cost of replacing your furniture in a similar style. It’s also highly sought-after at the minute, with many new designer suites opting for the half-leather, half-fabric look. You really can’t go wrong ( and you’ll be doing your bit for the environment, too.”


There’s even a simple, five-stage online buying process. Customers simply go to www.covermyfurniture.com and choose their wide range of fashionable fabrics. From there, they can zoom in or order a swatch. They place their orders and leave a small deposit. 


Sending in some photographs of their furniture for visual reference, they’ll be sent a personalised measurement chart, made specially for their furniture. From there, they send back the dimensions and wait for their stunning covers to arrive. Simple Cushion Covers and Throws can be bought direct online. 


More information about the unique service is available from www.covermyfurniture.com.
