[image: image1.png]West Virg®

Wiid and Wonderfil





[image: image1.png]
Sept. 4, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Tricia Sizemore

304-558-2003, ext. 319

E-mail: tricia.t.sizemore@wv.gov

Put a colorful fall driving tour on your “to-do” list this autumn

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – In a state where trees cover nearly 80 percent of the land, a colorful fall driving tour is a sure bet.  Whether you take a week’s vacation to explore different regions of the state or plan a weekend road trip closer to home, be sure to get out there to see some of the best fall foliage in the country.  Below is a list of driving tours with routes and approximate dates for peak leaf-peeping in different regions. Don’t wait too long to see the sights; the fall foliage season usually runs from late September to late October.   
Scarlet Heartland Tour
Coopers Rock State Forest comes alive with color in late September.  Don’t miss the views of the 1,200-foot-deep Cheat River Gorge. South on I-79, step back in time at Prickett’s Fort State Park near Fairmont. This reconstructed 1774 fort is a living historical representation of frontier life, featuring craftspeople in period dress.
In mid-October, the mountains of central West Virginia should be ablaze with color. Tour the living history settlement of Fort New Salem, or visit Philippi Covered Bridge, site of the first land battle of the Civil War and longest two-lane covered bridge still in use on a federal highway.
Mountain Magic Tour
Mid-September to early October is the ideal time to visit Canaan Valley Resort and Blackwater Falls State Parks. Take a scenic drive to nearby Dolly Sods Wilderness Area or over the Allegheny Front for rock climbing and hiking at Seneca Rocks, a 900-foot-tall sandstone outcrop. 
Cass Scenic Railroad’s steam-powered Shay locomotives haul passengers nearly a mile high to the top of Bald Knob, offering a perfect view of beautiful fall color. Drive the Highland Scenic Highway, West Virginia Route 150, to experience stunning autumn beauty along 22 miles of unspoiled, unsettled plateaus and valleys.
River Reflections Tour
In early October, Victorian Wheeling is an ideal starting point for an autumn excursion that follows the Ohio River. In mid-October, fall color reaches its peak in Parkersburg. In addition to beautiful, late-19th century homes and a carefully restored historic hotel, Parkersburg offers a sternwheeler cruise to historic Blennerhassett Island. 
Farther south is Point Pleasant, where you’ll find Tu-Endie-Wei State Park at peak fall color in late October. This town arguably was the site of the first battle of the American Revolution, but it is perhaps more famous for the Mothman legend, a tale of a mysterious winged creature that haunted the area and has been blamed for the 1967 collapse of the Silver Bridge. 
(more)
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Southern Accents Tour
View the resplendent colors of fall at their peak in southern West Virginia in late October. Take a walking tour of the railroad town of Huntington and catch the world-famous New River Train fall excursion to Hinton. 

From the capital city of Charleston, take I-77 south to the New River Gorge Bridge, the second highest span in the U.S.  Just south of I-64, enjoy the scenic beauty of Sandstone Falls, lake boating on Bluestone, and visit Pipestem Resort State Park for limitless outdoor recreation opportunities. 
Golden Gateway Tour
In late October in the Eastern Panhandle, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is an ideal destination for fall color. Located at the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers, Harpers Ferry is one of the most scenic towns in the state, and even more beautiful at the peak of autumn.
To plan a fall foliage driving trip, call the state’s tourism hotline, 1-800-CALL WVA or visit www.wvtourism.com. For the latest fall color reports starting in late September, visit www.wvforestry.com. 
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