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Tourism Adventure Media Advisory

Festivals and Fun
UFO Extravaganza: Sept. 12-13, St. Albans.

Don’t miss out when two of West Virginia's greatest monsters meet on stage for the first time! The UFO Extravaganza is designed to pay homage to West Virginia’s two most famous oddities: the Flatwoods Monster and Mothman.  Discover more about West Virginia’s folklore at this unique show held at the Alban Art Conference Center.  For more information, contact Larry Bailey at (304) 550-2426, or visit www.flatwoodsmonster.com. 

Golden Delicious Festival: Sept. 18-21, Clay. 

What better way to celebrate West Virginia’s state fruit than with a festival. The Golden Delicious Festival is complete with a parade, music, amusement rides, a 5K run/walk and plenty of golden delicious apples.  To learn more, contact info@claygoldendeliciousfestival.com, or visit www.claygoldendeliciousfestival.com. 

Fall Farm Fun Day: Sept. 20, Martinsburg.

Celebrate the beginning of fall with fall decorations, family fun and pumpkins.  Take your pick of gourds, winter squash, pumpkins and other fall decorations at this year’s Fall Farm Fun Day. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., bring the kids for face painting, hayrides and a moon bounce.  Live music and fresh, baked goods complete this fall-packed event.  For more information, call (304) 263-1168. 
67th Annual Preston County Buckwheat Festival: Sept. 25-28, Kingwood. 

Join the Kingwood community for its 67th annual Buckwheat Festival. The most delicious part of this festival is the multitude of buckwheat cakes and sausage that are served every day. Special parades salute firemen, schools and farmers. Agricultural and livestock exhibits and awards share the fairgrounds with arts and crafts, carnival rides, musical entertainment and Irish bowling. Country music star Luke Bryan will perform on Friday night. For more information, contact the Preston County Buckwheat Festival at (304) 379-2203 or festival@buckwheatfest.com, or visit www.buckwheatfest.com.
(more)
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West Virginia’s Mountain Heritage Arts & Crafts Festival: Sept. 26-28, between Charles Town and Shepherdstown.

The Mountain Heritage Arts and Crafts Festival takes place at Sam Michael's Park. Nearly 200 artisans selected for their high-quality workmanship will sell and demonstrate their products in this nationally acclaimed festival. Children’s activities will also be available. Enjoy a variety of food and the best in bluegrass music. Admission includes parking and entertainment and is $6 for adults and $3 for children 6-17. For more information, contact Mary Via at (304) 725-2055 or info@jeffersoncounty.com, or visit www.jeffersoncounty.com/festival.
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park Harvest Train: Sept. 27, Cass.
Fall Harvest Day is a day-long special event full of old-fashioned fun and games, live entertainment and fall colors capped with a special evening train departing at 5 p.m. to Whittaker Station. Reservations are required for the dinner train. For more information, call (304) 456-4300.

Mountain State Forest Festival: Sept. 27-Oct. 5, Elkins.

This festival promotes the beauty of West Virginia with approximately 100 events, including a classic rock show, country music show, talent show, fireman’s parade, grand feature parade and children’s parade.  In addition, visitors will enjoy Irish bowling, a lumberjack contest, pet show and entertainment at the city park and downtown stage. For more information, contact Pam Keller at (304) 636-1824 or msff@forestfestival.com, or visit www.forestfestival.com.

Old McDonald's Pumpkin Patch and Corn Maze: Sept. 27- Nov. 1, Inwood. 

Bring the kids out to the pumpkin patch! Pick your own pumpkins and find your way through the corn maze.  Hop onboard for a tractor-pulled hay ride or keep your feet on the ground as you enjoy the crisp, fall air on the nature trail. Old McDonald’s Farm wouldn’t be complete without the petting zoo and farm animals. For additional information, call (304) 229-1723.

Pumpkin Season at the Capitol Market: October 1, 11, 23, Charleston.

Stop by the Capitol Market this pumpkin season for the perfect pumpkin and all of the fall trimmings needed to decorate the home.  Stop by October 1 for the Market Mixer. Enjoy food, drinks, prizes and much, much more. Tickets are now available for this 6 – 8 p.m. event. The Great Pumpkin Party will take place October 11 from noon until 3 p.m. And, be sure to bring the kids out in their favorite costumes for the Great Pumpkin Party October 23. For more information, call (304) 344-1905, or visit www.capitolmarket.net. 

West Virginia Pumpkin Festival: Oct. 2-5, Milton.

Join this family-fun festival that includes arts and crafts, commercial and business displays, live entertainment, a pumpkin contest and plenty of food.  Watch as proud growers weigh their pumpkins for a chance at the title of “largest pumpkin.” Thursday and Friday are designated days for kids with entertainment, educational programs, a corn maze and pumpkin decorating. For more information, contact (304) 638-1633 or visit www.wvpumpkinpark.com.
(more)
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Hinton Railroad Days & New River Train Excursions: Oct. 18-19, 25-26, Hinton.
Also known by the locals as “Train Days,” the Hinton Railroad Days festival welcomes each afternoon the arrival of the New River Train. Railroad days includes many different and unusual crafts, such as rings made from coins, wooden furniture, quilts, jewelry, driftwood creations, wooden oil lamps and much more. Entertainment from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. For additional information, call (304) 466-5420. For New River Train Excursion tickets, call 866-639-7487.  

# # #
The West Virginia Division of Tourism produces this media advisory with the help of other agencies and tourism businesses across the Mountain State. If you wish additional information about coming events in the Mountain State or if you are an event organizer or promoter and would like to have your event considered for inclusion in the Adventure Advisory, please contact Tricia Sizemore at tricia.t.sizemore@wv.gov.
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