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Treat the family to spooktacular Halloween fun

When the brisk breeze turns your cheeks rosy, when the party-colored leaves let go of their branches and glide to the ground, when orange pumpkins grow fat on the vine, you know the spirit of Halloween is in the air! The only trick to treating your family to Halloween fun in West Virginia this fall is choosing from the many options available. Corn mazes, pumpkin patches, ghost tours and haunted houses lurk in every region of the state, ready to scare up some holiday spirit.

For details on popular Halloween haunts, visit West Virginia Division of Tourism at www.callwva.com/hauntings. Click on the new online brochure for information on regional tours, lodging, restaurants, local tourism attractions and more.

Eastern Panhandle

Ghost Tours of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County: Follow your guide down the dark streets of Harpers Ferry on a nighttime lantern-guided tour laced with tales of lingering spirits of the Civil War. Contact (304) 725-8019 or visit www.harpersferryghost.20m.com.

Old MacDonald’s Pumpkin Patch and Corn Maze, Glencoe Farm, Inwood, Berkeley County: Open weekends Sept. 27 through Nov. 1, weekdays by appointment. Attractions include five-acre corn maze, petting zoo with critters from chickens to llamas, Kiddie Korn Castle, pumpkin and gourd patch, playground and hay rides. A working family farm since 1763, Glencoe Farm grows corn, hay and pumpkins. Contact (304) 229-1723, e-mail sgmcdonald@comcast.net or visit http://oldmcdonaldspumpkinpatch.com.

Ridgefield Farm Giant Corn Maze, Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County: Ramble through the corn Sept. 20 through Oct. 26. Dare to take the Flashlight Maze and hayride, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Friday night tours are family friendly with discounted prices. Saturday nights pack more scary surprises. Or come to harvest your own apples from 17 varieties grown on easy-to-pick dwarf trees. Jonagold, Fuji and Cameo are among those ripe and ready to eat in October. Return later in the year to select your own live or cut Christmas tree! For admission and other information, contact (304) 876-3647, e-mail info@ridgefieldfarm.com or visit http://www.ridgefieldfarm.com.
(more)
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Town & Country Nursery Corn Maze and Pumpkin Patch, Leetown, Jefferson County:  Enjoy this agricultural field experience. The corn maze and weekend hay rides run Sept. 13 through the end of October. Play find-the-clue games as you wander through the family-friendly corn maze. The straw bale maze presents a challenge fit for young explorers. Around the end of September, visit the patch to pick from 15 varieties of pumpkin, sold by size. Taste the signature popcorn-on-the-cob. Feed the pet goats.

Sample the new edamame soy beans in the pod, high protein treats easy to fix at home.  For admission, hours and more information, contact (304) 725-1252, 800-405-1252 or e-mail Btabb56@yahoo.com.

Northern Panhandle
Time Travelers Haunted History of Wheeling, Ohio County: Try your own hand as a paranormal investigative assistant on this haunted hike, using hand-held equipment to measure paranormal activity. Contact Diane Davis Darnley or Ashley McDonald at (304) 277-5322 or hauntedhistoryofwheeling@yahoo.com.
Moundsville Prison’s All Night Ghost Hunts, Marshall County: Roam the halls and cells of the gothic structure that once housed many of the nation’s most dangerous criminals. Walk with experienced paranormal investigators as they use the latest technology to explore the spirits from the darker side of humanity. Or explore on your own – if you dare! Ghost Hunts are open to the public, age 18 years and up. From April through November, Tuesday through Sunday, you can experience the chill of cold steel bars during daylight tours or call to book a night tour. Contact (304) 845-6200, www.wvpentours.com.

Tomlinson Run State Park Haunted Campground Wagon Ride, New Manchester, Hancock County: Oct. 24 -26, $2 per person. The year-round park offers a forested wilderness area, overhanging sandstone cliffs, and a profusion of wildflowers and wildlife. Recreational facilities in the developed park areas include picnicking, boating, miniature golf, basketball and volleyball courts, swimming, and a campground. Tomlinson Run State Park programs events from April through October. For more information, contact (304) 564-3651, e-mail tomlinsonrun@wvdnr.gov, or visit http://www.tomlinsonrunsp.com.

Mid-Ohio Valley
Haunted Parkersburg Ghost Tour, Wood County: Visit the spirits in their restless places. Hear paranormal tales of the region, including the Banshee of Marrtown, Blennerhassett Haunts, and the alien Indrid Cold. Contact Susan Sheppard, Sheppard@wirefire.com or (304) 428-7978, www.hauntedparkersburg.com.

North Bend Rail Trail Ghost Walk, Cairo, Ritchie County: Take a slow walk into the dark night on the North Bend Rail Trail. The ½-mile flat walk is easy on your feet; the ghostly tales such as the Phantom of Silver Run chilling on your spine. The North Bend Rail Trail is open to pedestrians, equestrians and bicyclists year round. Contact R. C. Marshall Hardware Co., Cairo, (304) 628-3321.
(more)
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Metro Valley
Mothman – Point Pleasant, Mason County: Nearly 40 years later, the flame of the Mothman legend continues to attract believers, skeptics and the curious. The seventh annual Mothman Festival is slated for September 20-21. Visit the Mothman Museum and other super, natural attractions in Point Pleasant. Call (304) 675-3844 to arrange for a guided tour or visit www.mothmanlives.com.

The Maize at Cooper Farms, Milton, Cabell County: From Sept. 6 through Nov. 2, come on down to the farm to pick your own pumpkin, join the hay rides or kids’ cow train, play in the corn box, wander the Corn Maize and more. After dusk, brave the Field of Screams in the Haunted Maize, Oct. 24, 25 and 31 and Nov. 1. For admission and hours, contact (304) 743-0548 or (304) 634-MAZE (6293), or e-mail kimybeee@suddenlink.net. Visit http://www.cornfieldmaze.com.

New River/Greenbrier Valley
Tamarack Witch Hat Artists Demonstrations, Beckley, Raleigh County: On Oct. 24-26, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., watch the magic that goes into creating enchanting hats for fashionable witches. Demonstrating artisans are Marty Schaerer Batarla (jewelry) and Susanna Robinson (witch hats). The hats, formed from recycled fabric, are available for purchase. The one-stop shop for West Virginia culture, heritage, handcrafts, fine art, regional cuisine and music, Tamarack features a constantly-changing lineup of artist demonstrations, live concerts and exhibitions all year round.  For more information, contact 304-256-6843, 1-88 TAMARACK, e-mail services@tamarackwv.com or visit  http://www.tamarackwv.com.

Ghost Tours of Lewisburg, Greenbrier County: Take a candlelight tour of haunted homes and sites in the Historic District of Lewisburg. Choose from The Cemetery, The Mansions or the Carnegie Hall Tour.  Contact John Luckton (304) 256-TOUR (8687) or visit http://greenbrierwv.com/events/detail/the_ghost_tours_of_lewisburg.

Ghost Tours of Beckley, Raleigh County: See turn-of-the-century haunted sites, including the Raleigh County Courthouse, Coal Baron Mansions, and The 1931 Historic Soldiers and Sailors Theatre (interior tour). Contact John Luckton at (304) 256-TOUR (8687).

Mountain Lakes

Trans Allegheny Lunatic Asylum (formerly Weston State Hospital), Lewis County: See the grim and gruesome sights in Hospital of Horror, Oct. 1 - Nov. 1. Reported paranormal activity makes this haunted pre-Civil War hospital a “must” for every ghost hunter. Ghost hunts are offered year round. Heritage tours are offered March 15th– November 1st, 2008. Call to arrange private tours. For information on private tours or special events such as September 18-21 Monster Truck Mud Mania, contact Rebecca Jordan at (304) 269-5070 or visit their Web site at www.trans-alleghenylunaticasylum.com.
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