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About Professor Luc Montagnier, M.D.  Professor Luc Montagnier is a world-renowned medical researcher who has devoted his life to developing solutions for the most important health challenges of our times.  Among Professor Montagnier’s achievements is the isolation, with his French team, of the viruses causing AIDS (HIV1 and HIV2). His research included seminal observations concerning the role of oxidative stress and infectious co-factors in the destruction of the immune system of HIV-infected patients. Besides his involvement in the design of new types of protective and therapeutic AIDS vaccines, his current studies are aimed at the diagnosis and treatment of analogous microbial and viral factors associated with cancers, neuro-degenerative and auto-immune diseases such as Alzheimer’s. A strong advocate of preventive medicine, Professor Montagnier is especially concerned with prolonging the active life of aging people. His extensive research interests and scientific expertise parallel his deep commitment to helping developing countries acquire knowledge of and access to both state-of-the-art preventive and curative medicine. As President of the World Foundation for Medical Research and Prevention he has co-founded a center for the treatment, research and diagnosis of AIDS patients in Cote d'Ivoire, as well as supervising the creation of similar centers throughout Africa.
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AIDS in Relation to Social and Environmental Sustainability. Research is compelling that AIDS prevention should be linked with an end to business and development practices that endanger people and ecosystems.  For instance, more areas in the world could be malaria zones due to global warming. Further, the mining of gold and the mining and trade of “conflict diamonds” does colossal damage to the environment and societies in which they occur.  Large-scale political and social changes linked to environmental degradation over the next few years could fuel a new wave in the HIV/AIDS pandemic and complicate countries' abilities to respond to the outbreaks, reversing the progress made in fighting the pandemic. If present trends continue, there is a high probability of massive ecological and attendant political and social changes over the next few years which threaten large-scale disruption of existing social networks impeding or facilitating HIV transmission. Preventing epidemics rather than simply preventing individuals getting infected one by one is more important in many parts of the world, and, without effective interventions, we could end up with another half a million to a million people infected very quickly, within five years, possibly less. Outbreaks are avoidable if we address the specific social risk factors fueling the spread of HIV.  Further, HIV/AIDS is as a cross-cutting and critical issue of sustainable development which is affecting global human capital. Meaningful and sustainable development cannot occur if the HIV/AIDS epidemic continues to drain communities and nations of their greatest asset – people. The food emergencies sweeping through Southern Africa highlight how vulnerable many countries are to shocks that disrupt food production and consumption. In each of the affected countries, HIV/AIDS constitutes a shock of considerable proportion.  Just as mobilization around environmental concerns has made environmental impact assessments a key part of policy-making, AIDS impact assessments need to become commonplace. 
[image: image3.wmf]About the World Foundation for Medical Research and Prevention.         Founded by Professor Luc Montagnier together with the Director General of UNESCO, the World Foundation for Medical Research and Prevention undertakes to expand AIDS efforts by working to establish a worldwide network of research and clinical centers in regions that are particularly hard-hit by the epidemic. The World Foundation is a 501(c)(3) Houston-based charity established to provide leadership in developing resources to sponsor and fund these projects including a new center for AIDS research which opened at the end of February, 2006 in Yaoundé, Cameroon, as well as an already existing center in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. The work of the Ivory Coast center is remarkable since security remains volatile and there is a risk of renewed civil conflict.  Even so, the devoted staff never fails to show up for work.  Through the World Foundation, Professor Montagnier is also collaborating with Dr. Robert Gallo – who serves on the World Foundation’s Scientific Advisory Board – via the Program for International Viral Collaboration.  Both scientists are also partnering on the “Families First Africa” project, the goals of which are to reduce disease progression in women of child-bearing age and to prevent mother to child transmission of HIV.  These steps are critical to preventing a societal disaster in Africa, the impact of which will be felt nationally, regionally and globally. For further information, please use the following contact information:
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