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About Kamp Olympik
For the average pole vaulter, what could trump winning an Olympic gold medal? For 1960 Olympic gold medalist Don Bragg the answer was easy: open a camp where inner-city boys could have a taste of the great outdoors and play some vital scholastic catch-up. For ten years, Don and his wife Theresa treated hundreds of kids to such a program, ably abetted by a cast of characters that ranged from a talented and terrifying chef, through a score of pranksters turned den mothers, all the way up to The Greatest himself, Muhammad Ali.

With the grandeur of the New Jersey Pinelands as a backdrop, the kids who called Kamp Olympik home wrestled with fractions and capsized canoes, and turned ingenious in the never-ending game of Can You Top This? Don and his dedicated staff showed their young charges how to compete in the classroom, on the playing field, and in the art of growing up great. And the kids even learned how to pole vault. Kamp Olympik forever!
About Don Bragg

Olympic gold medalist Don Bragg had a Huck Finn childhood growing up in Penns Grove, New Jersey. His adulation of the movie character Tarzan led him to construct rope swings in the trees surrounding his house, beginning a lifelong identification with his hero. He started pole vaulting on a dare from the leader of his childhood gang, and became a leading high school vaulter, though essentially self-taught. He continued to perfect his sport at Villanova University on an athletic scholarship, but a fluke denied him a place on the 1956 Olympic team. Undeterred, Don maintained his conditioning for the next four years, while touring Europe, the Middle East, India, and Africa. He set a pole vaulting world's record at the 1960 Olympic trials, a mark that has never been surpassed with a metal pole. He went on to take the gold at the 1960 Games in Rome. His unforgettable homage to his boyhood hero was a resounding Tarzan yell on the medals platform.

His youthful dream came within a hair's breadth of being realized when he received three invitations to assume the role of Tarzan in the movies. The first two were frustrated by injuries; the filming of the third was nearing completion when a legal dispute over copyright shut down the production.

His subsequent career was dedicated to the twin goals of excellence and helping others: Don served on the staff of Governor Hughes of New Jersey and was the founding Director of Athletics at Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, where he created an innovative athletics program.

It took courage and determination for Don Bragg to reach the medal platform at the 1960 Olympics in Rome. Winning the gold medal, however, was just the start of this pole vaulter and sometime Tarzan's adventures. Never one to rest on his laurels, Don found a unique way to reprise his success at the Olympic Games—in 1968, with the help of his wife, Theresa Fiore Bragg, Don opened Kamp Olympik in the Jersey Pinelands. For ten years, the Braggs and their four children welcomed campers to a program of fun and games as well as solid tutorials in reading and math. It is a time that the Braggs till cherish.

Don now resides in California with his wife Theresa, In addition to Kamp Olympik, Don has also penned the autobiographical A Chance to Dare: The Don Bragg Story, as well as Reflections of Gold, a collection of his poetry.

