Texasee is a Hit that's “Bigger than Texas”

Luke Powers' Folk/Americana CD Creates a World of Its Own 

Nashville, TN (PRWEB) 11/5/08

Texasee has always been more than a musical album to Luke Powers.  It has been a mission.  The college professor wanted a concept—to create a fictional space that occasionally crossed the border into reality.

He wanted to share this place with the world.  He enlisted his musical partner Tommy Spurlock, a Texan who was a little skeptical about the whole idea.

“What's wrong with Texas?  Or what's wrong with Tennessee?” Spurlock demanded.  “I don't see any good putting the two of them together?!”

But Dr. Powers persisted.  How could he explain to Spurlock?  And if Spurlock couldn't get it, could anyone else?

Dr. Powers wanted to create, ala William Faulkner, his own Yoknapatawpha County.  His Texasee is a no-man's modeled on the moody mindscape of T.S. Eliot's “The Waste Land.”  A place full of crazy violence, meaningless gestures, elliptical narratives bordering, fragmentary insights that will not cohere—but not without the possibility of some rare moment of transcendence, some higher truth that redeems the badlands. 

It seemed a tall order.  But Powers had a crack group of musicians to help pull the vision together: 


• Producer/Musician: Tommy Spurlock (Rick Danko, David Olney, Deadstring



Brothers, Derailers, The Spicewood Seven); 

• Engineer: Bradley Hartman (Willie Nelson, Emmylou Harris); 

• Guitar: Kenny Vaughan (Marty Stuart, et al); 

• Drums: Jamie Oldaker (Eric Clapton), 

• Bass/Guitar: John Davis of Superdrag;

• Vocals: the great Suzi Ragsdale (Guy Clark, Darrell Scott).

The CD totaled sixteen tracks.

“You're crazy,” Spurlock insisted, “that's too many songs.  Why don't you just put forty on there?!”

But things started to happen.  The long-shot album landed a surprise nomination for a GRAMMY in the Contemporary Folk/Americana Category. 

Lavish praise came in from Disc Jockeys and reviewers—who seemed to get it:   

· "This CD is BIGGER than Texas!" Big Al Field (Shoalhaven FM, Australia); 

· “It is music like this that offers our audience an alternative to what passes as music these days.”  Chuck Hoster (KZUM)

· "these 16 heavyweight diamonds were the best thing thats come my way in


 ages....and to be able to sit through 16 songs without the slightest loss of focus, or


amazement.... says a lot in itself.” Eddie Russell (JR Radio International);

· “the songs have a violent edge & sardonic humour that put me in mind of Cormac


McCarthy.” John Funnell, (WYN-FM Australia) 

· "16 REALLY GREAT TRACKS!" James Pearson, BBC Radio.

In addition to wide airplay in the U.S., Europe and Australia, the album has been featured as album on the week on syndicated programs including AmericanaOK (Radio Leith) and CMRNashville (UK).

Clearly, Texasee is a CD to watch, and better yet, to listen to.  In a world of over-produced, over-marketed, oversexed “musical entertainment,” it aspires in its own humble, home-made way to be a work of art.  Maybe not Art with a capital “A”, but art that is less about being a commodity for distribution and profit and more about being a testament, a vision, a musical space where truth can dance.  

And maybe that is bigger than Texas.  


The incredibly interesting "back-story":http://www.prweb.com/releases/lukepowers/texasee/prweb1410544.htm . 

Free downloads at http://www.texasee.com and http://myspace.com/lukepowers
Music Videos: www.youtube.com/arturozapanini
