NFIB’s December Optimism Index Chart

	Optimism Components
	Net %
	Change

	PLAN TO INCREASE EMPLOYMENT
	-4
	-4

	PLAN TO INCREASE CAP. OUTLAYS*
	21
	+2

	PLAN TO INCREASE INVENTORIES
	-6
	-1

	EXPECT ECONOMY TO IMPROVE
	-2
	+2

	EXPECT HIGHER REAL SALES
	-14
	+2

	CURRENT INVENTORY SATISFACTION
	-4
	0

	CURRENT JOB OPENINGS*
	14
	0

	EXPECTED CREDIT CONDITIONS
	-13
	+3

	NOW A GOOD TIME TO EXPAND*
	7
	+2

	EARNINGS TRENDS

*Note: These components are measured as actual percentages of all respondents and are not net percentages.  A net percentage is the percent positive minus percent negative.


	-38
	-3


