
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earth Hour 2009 – Background information 
 
What is it? 
Earth Hour is a global WWF climate change initiative. Individuals, businesses and governments will turn out their 
lights for one hour to show their support for action on climate change. In 2009 Earth Hour aims to reach 1 billion 
people in 1,000 cities. 
 
When is it? 
Saturday March 28, 2009 from 8.30pm – 9.30pm 
 
Where is it? 
Cities taking part in Earth Hour 2009 (as at 10/12/08):  
1. Adelaide (Australia) 
2. Brisbane (Australia) 
3. Canberra (Australia) 
4. Darwin (Australia) 
5. Hobart (Australia) 
6. Melbourne (Australia) 
7. Perth (Australia) 
8. Sydney (Australia)  
9. Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia) 
10. Sofia (Bulgaria) 
11. Toronto (Canada) 
12. Hong Kong (China region) 
13. San Jose (Costa Rica) 
14. Aalborg (Denmark) 
15. Copenhagen (Denmark) 
16. Odense (Denmark) 
17. Ponphei (Fed. States of Micronesia) 
18. Suva (Fiji) 
19. Espoo (Finland) 
20. Helsinki (Finland)  
21. Guatemala City (Guatemala)  
22. Bologna (Italy) 
23. Florence (Italy) 
24. Milan (Italy) 
25. Naples (Italy)  
26. Palermo (Italy) 
27. Rome (Italy) 
28. Turin (Italy) 
29. Venice (Italy) 
30. Amman (Jordan) 
31. Mexico City (Mexico) 
32. Auckland (New Zealand) 
33. Christchurch (New Zealand) 
34. Hamilton (New Zealand) 
35. Oslo (Norway) 
36. Tromso (Norway) 
 

37. Trondheim (Norway) 
38. Manila (Phillipines) 
39. Gdansk (Poland) 
40. Lodz (Poland) 
41. Poznan (Poland) 
42. Torun (Poland) 
43. Warsaw (Poland) 
44. Lisbon (Portugal)  
45. Moscow (Russia) 
46. Petropalovsk-Kamchatsky (Russia) 
47. Singapore City (Singapore)  
48. Cape Town (South Africa) 
49. Ekero (Sweden) 
50. Gothenberg (Sweden) 
51. Kalmar (Sweden) 
52. Kiruna (Sweden) 
53. Lilla Edet (Sweden) 
54. Malmö (Sweden) 
55. Mullsjo (Sweden) 
56. Nassjo (Sweden) 
57. Norrkoping (Sweden) 
58. Orebro (Sweden) 
59. Sodertalje (Sweden) 
60. Ulricehamn (Sweden) 
61. Vaxjo (Sweden) 
62. Ystad (Sweden) 
63. Istanbul (Turkey) 
64. Abu Dhabi (UAE) 
65. Dubai (UAE) 
66. Fujairah (UAE) 
67. Sharjah (UAE)  
68. London (UK) 
69. Chicago (USA) 
70. Las Vegas (USA) 
71. Los Angeles (USA) 
72. San Francisco (USA) 
73. Miami (USA) 
74. Nashville (USA) 
 

 

Landmarks & Icons committed to Earth Hour 2009 (as at 5/12/08): 
1. Sydney Opera House (Sydney) 
2. CN Tower (Toronto) 
3. Table Mountain (Cape Town) 
4. Adia Building (Abu Dhabi) – Abu Dhabi’s tallest building 
5. Burj Dubai (Dubai) – World’s tallest building 
6. Federation Tower (Moscow) 
 
 

7. Burj al Arab (Dubai) – iconic 6-star hotel 
8. Quirinale (Rome)  - Presidential residence 
9. National University (Singapore) 
10. Sky Tower (Auckland) 
11. Auckland Harbour Bridge (Auckland) 
12. Helsinki Cathedral (Helsinki) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do it? 
The effects of climate change caused by carbon emissions pose the greatest threat to life on Earth. Only by changing 
the world’s collective attitude towards the use of carbon-emitting energy sources can we alleviate this threat.  
 
Participating in Earth Hour is a contribution to a united global message to individuals, businesses, politicians and 
governments around the world that climate change affects and is the responsibility of the global community. 
 
What will it achieve? 
The objective of Earth Hour 2009 is to get as many individuals, households and businesses around the world to turn 
off their lights and electrical appliances for one hour. 
 
Earth Hour aims to educate the global community about the threat of climate change and how easy it is for individuals 
and businesses to make small changes to the way they live and operate - small changes that will make a big 
difference.  
 
Earth Hour 2009 hopes to deliver a global mandate for environmental reform to world leaders attending the UN 
Conference for Climate Change in Copenhagen, December 2009, to strike up a new global climate deal to usurp 
Kyoto. 
 
History of Earth Hour 
The inaugural Earth Hour took place in Sydney on 31 March 2007, when over two million people and two thousand 
businesses across the city turned off their lights and appliances for one hour. From its relative humble beginnings, the 
Earth Hour message has swept the planet. 
 
In 2008, 50 million people across 35 countries turned off their lights in support of Earth Hour, sending a message 
across the globe that the collective actions of individuals really can change the world. 
 
Earth Hour 2009 aims to reach 1 billion people in 1,000 cities globally. 
 

--ends-- 


