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Chief Economist, BNSF Railway

Sam Kyei is chief economist at the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway. He was appointed chief economist in November 2002. He directs BNSF Railway’s efforts with respect to revenue forecasting, annual and long range planning. He is also responsible for economic and fuel surcharge analysis. Mr. Kyei has 33 years of work experience as economist, with 21 years in the rail industry. He joined the legacy railroad in 1987 as a management trainee economist in the Marketing Department. Prior to his appointment as chief economist, he held various positions in the Marketing, Strategic Planning and Finance departments at BNSF Railway or its legacy railroad. Prior to joining the railroad, he taught economics in institutions in Ghana and Nigeria.  

Kyei, who is an American citizen, was born in Ghana, West Africa in 1954. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics with honors from University of Cape Coast in Ghana, West Africa in 1977. His Masters degree, which is also in Economics, is from Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas (1987).

Kyei is a member of the National Association of Business Economists (NABE), Dallas Association of Business Economics (DABE) and “Who is Who, US Corporate Black Minorities”, Dollars & Sense Magazine, 1999. 

Kyei enjoys charity fund raising, playing guitar with his church band, the “Echoes.” He lives in Southlake, Texas, with his wife Pia, and sons - Gabe and Terry.

