Carol Rowen

Founder & CEO

International Trade Education Programs, Inc.

Carol Rowen has dedicated her life to working for the greater good of the community. She is a longtime activist and successful businesswoman in Los Angeles.

In 1999, Rowen founded International Trade Education Program (ITEP), a non-profit organization whose vision is to introduce high school students to sustainable careers in trade, transportation, logistics and corollary industries. 

Through ITEP, Rowen unites business professionals, educators and parents in establishing international trade academies to help meet the needs of the expanding international trade industry and corollary industries, while providing exceptional opportunities to economically underserved students. A model program is active at Banning High School in Wilmington. Rowen is also co-developer of an international trade certification program (The Passport Program) for high school students from ninth through twelfth grade to be available to California high school students. 
Rowen currently serves on the Board of Governors for the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) for whom she is also a member of its Transportation, Workforce Development, and World Trade Center Committees. She also sits on advisory boards for the College of Business & Public Policy, Cal State Dominguez Hills, UCLA Extension, and Santa Monica College.

She served as Los Angeles Harbor Commissioner for eight years (1993-2001), spending two years as its vice president.

Rowen received her MBA from the UCLA Anderson Graduate School of Management and a Bachelor of Science from UCLA.

Memberships: Propeller Club, Women in International Trade, Women’s Transportation Seminar, FuturePorts, Board of Directors of the Harbor Association of Industry and Commerce, Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation, and the California Transportation and Logistics Institute.

Awards: Women Who Mean Business in 2006 (nominee); 2001 Harbor Commission Resolution; Mayor’s Certificate of Appreciation; 2000 Woman of the Year, Women’s Transportation Seminar; 1999 Woman of the Year, 3rd Supervisorial District awarded by the Los Angeles County Commission for Women; 1995 Circle of Life Award presented by Jewish Homes for the Aging; 1995 Mayor’s Congratulatory Commendation; 1994 Woman of Achievement Award presented by the Century City Chamber of Commerce; multiple commendations from The City and County of Los Angeles.

