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For San Diego Band Pensive, the Third Time’s the Charm with New Album Artifacts

San Diego powerpop quartet Pensive is well known for their melodic sing-along songs rooted in the California pop-punk scene.   Having previously released two EPs, which they describe with tongue-in-cheek charm as “diet punk,” Pensive expects to raise a few eyebrows with their new album Artifacts.  Although continuing to embrace the naturally infectious tunes that make for a lively, energetic stage performance that is the hallmark of these California boys, with Artifacts Pensive sought new musical influences that might be unexpected for fans who know the band well.
 “We aren’t losing our pop sensibilities,” explains lead vocalist Julio Godoy.  “The new songs are melody-driven, and we still love a good hook.  But we think the guitar and drum work underlying them is stronger, more complex and interesting.  There’s a more powerful sonic quality in the songs, and we think that better reflects the energy we feel when we play live.”  Joining Godoy and guitarist Patrick Smith, founding members who met in high school, are new drummer Jeremy Hough, an 18 year old phenom from Speedway Indiana, and new bassist Ian Cody Moore, a green-eyed charmer known for his internet social networking knack.  All agree the new mix has sparked that charismatic Pensive energy into the stratosphere.
In a perfect evolution from previous releases, Pensive teams once again with producer Will Salazar, making Artifacts a fusion of bittersweet poetic stories, dense vocal harmonies, and post-emo rock guitars, twisted up with a razor's edge when least expected. Deemed “stunning” by InsomniaRadio.net’s Jason Evangelho, the web’s premier podcasting guru and connoisseur of off-the-radar underground bands, Evangehlo believes that “Artifacts is destined to bring this independent band some long looks.” 

Having spent a full three years promoting their successful independent release EP Something About the Stars, Pensive is eager to take new music out to its loyal fans on tour. “We were lucky that the six songs on our EP had such staying power,” says guitarist Patrick Smith.  “Those songs brought us a lot of exposure in ways we never anticipated, and a couple of the songs are such fan favorites that we’ll still play them live.  But it’s wonderful to have something new from Pensive.” 

The gypsy life, embracing the road to spread the word with a van and trailer, is considered obsolete by many upcoming bands enamored by the ease and power of the internet to carry songs around the world instantly.  But Pensive reels in the physical experience of live performances.  Smith continues. “The fans we find in all the small venues across the country, who stand at the foot of the stage, singing our songs with us, hanging out after the show in the parking lot sharing the secrets of their towns, those fans are ours for life.  The night we meet for the first time is unforgettable.  We dig MySpace, but a song heard there just doesn’t seep into the soul in the same way.” 

Perhaps an odd sentiment from a band that found its early success on the internet while still in high school.  Something About the Stars track one, fan favorite “The 3rd of July,” became the quintessential cyber-hit, first bringing the band international recognition on the Original MP3.com.  The hooky boy-loses-girl heartbreaker racked up some 170,000 plays and topped the world wide Pop Punk Chart 76 days.  While kids couldn’t get the song out of their heads, Pensive rolled by pop-punk powerhouse bands like Sum 41, Rufio, and Bowling for Soup, even popping onto the Top 40 Chart for 48 days, where “The 3rd of July” at its peak reached #14.  “Today most kids don’t know about the original MP3.com, but when we started everybody lived and died by that site,” explains Smith.  “It was as big back then to us as MySpace is to kids today.  Yeah, this is a bit geeky to know, but back then, MP3.com had just about a million unique visitors every day.  It was a big deal, and that’s one of the reasons we’re still really proud to have accomplished so much on that site when we were just a baby band.”
Pensive’s MP3 buzz caught the attention of Japan’s premier punk rock label, Big Mouth Records.  For the first time ever, Big Mouth Records licensed an unsigned American band for a Japan release, and Something About the Stars was released to Japanese fans eager to hear a new American band.  Following a successful college radio campaign for “The 3rd of July,” Drive Thru Records snapped up the song for its Spring 2005 compilation Bands You Love, Have Heard Of, And Should Know, taking Pensive not only throughout the U. S. and Japan, but Canada and the United Kingdom as well. 

Pensive’s song “Yesterday Fades Away,” released as an interim single between albums, attracted powerpop veteran producer Gavin MacKillop, best known for his work with MXPX and Sugarcult.  The cyberspace playbook took the new song to MySpace.com at the beginning of 2006, and the uber-popular networking teen world fell in love, where again industry came sniffing.  The anxious love-is-fading tune was tapped for the Buzzlighter college radio showcase compilation from Atlanta’s Shut Eye Records placing “Yesterday Fades Away” on the college airwaves.  And in April 2006, “Yesterday Fades Away” brought the band its first award nod, with a nomination for Best Out of County artist from the Orange County Music Awards.

Never officially released on a Pensive record, “Yesterday Fades Away” has found its way into the hearts of fans, bridging the gap between the old Pensive and the new, in a way embodying the underlying theme driving the band on the new album..  “We became a band just as the CD peaked in popularity in 2000, so we’re living through the revolution,” explains Godoy.  “The CD represents what we grew up with as kids, and what we love to own and collect and treasure from our favorite bands, but it’s about to become an artifact.”

It seems that much of the emotional impact of Artifacts is grounded in the band's own struggle between discontent and anticipation as the upheavals continue in today's music industry.  Pensive’s embrace of the independent non-label climb to the top holds great appeal to the post-emo sensibilities of young aficionados navigating the brave new cyberworld of music.  Says Godoy, “we like to say that kids today are A & R, they find the bands they love.  There are no gatekeepers anymore.  We like that and think it’s a great time to be a band.  We like holding our futures in our own hands.”

Smith continues, “This will seem like a speech in debate class or something, but the album title is inspired by the changes we’re all witnessing in music today, the evolution.  The CD is on its deathbed.  Record stores will soon be extinct.  Radios don’t play in kids’ rooms anymore, music comes through computer speakers, chosen by kids, not disc jockeys. Labels used to be known by name and worshiped, their t-shirts worn in every high school hallway.  Kids these days aren’t loyal to labels.  Protools has made everyone a musician in their own garages, and recording studios and music producers are bypassed.  Music is becoming a cyber experience only.  The time is coming when we’ll no longer buy, own, and hold in our hands an album as a carefully crafted artistic product with artwork and photos.  Songs will stand alone in digital online vending machines.  The pieces of art that were albums will be gone, artifacts of the past.”
A passionate topic for a band finding its way, as the old gives way to the new.
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