
FEATURES

n	 �Eliminates the need for manually calculating folded 
template sizes—no more math. 

n	 �Significantly reduces production time and errors 
associated with creation, proofing, and correction  
of templates.

n	 �Eliminates costs associated with creating or 
repairing file manually

n	 �Fast, accurate custom template creation

n	 ��Industry-approved folding styles and algorithms

n	 ��Fosters better communication between printers 
and designers

BENEFITS

n	 ��Simple to install and use

n	 �Swift return on investment

n	 Supports InDesign CS3, CS4

n	 ��Educational information provided for all folds

n	� Supports sustainability with more accurate files, 
creating less production waste at the bindery

n	 �Ability to offer more folding options to your clients 

n	 �The ability to convert pre-existing InDesign files 
into FOLDRite™ templates

for Adobe® InDesign®

Product Overview:
FOLDRite™ Template Master for Adobe InDesign  
is a plug-in for InDesign CS3 and CS4. It provides  
users a quick and easy way to choose a folding 
style, customize it to their specific needs, and  
build production-ready folding templates instantly. 
Template Master is easy to install and use, and is 
accessible from the File menu in InDesign. 

Template Master is the only dynamic, custom  
digital folding template creator for graphic arts 
professionals. With 85 folding styles to choose from, 
FOLDRite™ templates are fully-compensated for the 
folding process using industry-approved settings, 
and come complete with fold marks and panel cues 
in the slug area. Flash animated folding illustrations, 
the option to save presets, and useful educational 
information about each folding style helps design-
ers to visualize, to stay on schedule, and on budget. 

The FOLDRite™ Template Master industry-approved 
folding algorithms and document creation technol-
ogy saves countless hours and fees associated from 
building comps, calculating folding compensation, 
calling printers or binderies for advice, fixing errors, 
and recreating bad files. Useful Update Template 
feature can even modify existing InDesign files and 
turn them into FOLDRite templates.

Visit www.foldfactory.com to download a 
demo and to purchase.

FOLDRite™ Template Master for Adobe  
InDesign can be purchased in single licenses 
or in multi-seat bundles at reduced rates. 
Education discounts also available, however, 
you must qualify as an educational institu-
tion, an educator, or a currently enrolled 
student to receive the discount. Contact 
teachers@foldfactory.com for more informa-
tion about education pricing.

A  P R O D U CT I O N  TO O L  FO R  A D O B E  I N D ES I G N



Fold with confidence.

ANATOMY OF A FOLD:

FOLDING COMPENSATION
What looks like a folding mistake by the 
bindery is often designer error. Remember 
that if a panel is to fold into another, it 
must be slightly smaller or there will be 
what’s called “telescoping,” or the inability 
for the folded sheet to lie flat. It will have a 
roundish profile because the panels are too 
long and push against each other for lack 
of anywhere else to go. 

The bindery will adjust the panels so there 
is no telescoping, but margins and color 
breaks will shift noticeably. Consult 
FOLDRite™ or your printer for reliable 
folding compensation measurements. Pay 
attention to the adjustments and apply 
them consistently for good, predictable 
results. 

PANELS AND PAGES
Panels are 2-sided sections of the final folded piece. 
A page is one side of a panel.

For example: The Letter Fold at right is three panels, 
each of the three panels is 2-sided, and each side is 
considered a page. So, the letter fold has 6 pages 
and three panels. If we take that same fold and 
make it a Broadside Letter Fold instead, then it 
changes to 6 panels and the page count rises to 12.

FLAT SIZE AND FINISHED SIZE
The flat size is the exact dimension of the piece 
when laid flat (see 4’’ x 7’’ Letter Fold sample 
at right). This measurement should include all 
folding compensations, but should never include 
bleed allowances because bleed is pulled past 
the edge of the page in the digital document. 
Digital document page dimensions and flat 
size should always be the same measurement. 
Finished size is the exact dimension of the piece 
when completely folded. CoverBack
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RIGHT ANGLE FOLDS
The first fold of any folding style is always a 
parallel fold. The next fold can be a parallel fold 
or a right angle fold, depending upon the folding 
style. Parallel folds are parallel to each other. 
Right angle folds combine with parallel folds to 
make right angles. So, a right angle fold cannot 
happen without a parallel fold. The large letter 
fold below left is comprised of two parallel folds. 
FOLDRite™ fold number P-7 (illustrated at right)
is a perfect example of combining parallel folds 
with right angle folds. A A
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Fold #1: 
parallel fold

Fold #2: 
parallel fold

Fold #3: 
right angle fold

FORMAT OPTIONS
There are four basic folding formats: 
upright, oblong, narrow, and square. 
Certain measurement ratios, described 
below, will qualify a given folded piece 
as a specific format. 

�UPRIGHT
To qualify as an upright format, the 
finished height of the folded piece 
must be more than 3⁄4 inch greater 
than the finished width. Some 
common upright dimensions are 
5'' x 8'' or 4'' x 6.'' The large letter 
fold illustration above is in an 
upright format.

OBLONG
�To qualify as an oblong format, the 
finished width of the piece must 
be more than 3⁄4 inch greater 
than the finished height. Some 
common oblong dimensions are 
6'' x 4'' or 8'' x 5.'' There are 
special considerations for an 
oblong format piece—check with 
the printer or print finisher about 
the minimum height capabilities 
of the folding machinery.

NARROW
�To qualify as a narrow format, the 
finished height must be at least 
twice the finished width. Some 
common narrow dimensions are 
4'' x 8'' or 3'' x 9'.' There are special 
considerations for an narrow format 
piece—check with the printer or 
print finisher about the minimum 
width capabilities of the folding 
machinery. 

SQUARE
�To qualify as a square format, the 
difference between the finished 
height and finished width cannot 
be more than (+/-) 3⁄4 inch. Some 
common square dimensions are 
6'' x 6'' or 6'' x 5 1⁄2.'' There are 
special considerations for a square 
format piece—if planning a piece 
that will go through the mail, please 
note that square mail will require 
extra postage.

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
GRAIN DIRECTION
�Depending on the quality of the paper, folded sheets retain a 
certain degree of resilience after folding so that they have a 
tendency to reopen. The angle of opening is least with parallel 
folds, and most noticeable with right angle folds.

A fold is cleaner and more resilient when the grain is parallel 
to the fold. A fold against the grain may not lay as flat, and 
can cause cracking most noticeable in areas of heavy ink 
coverage.  A fold against the grain is less resilient, and the 
pressure exerted by the rollers must be somewhat less to 
avoid an excessive weakening of the paper along the fold line. 
If folding against the grain is a must, a die-score can alleviate 
some of these problems, as well as careful paper selection.
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�FOLDING SEQUENCE DUMMIES
When sending a laser mock-up to the printer, send a folding 
sequence dummy to assure proper folding intent is communi-
cated. All it takes is a moment and a pen.

To get started:
Make a folded laser mock-up, paying close attention to how it 
folds. Then, lay it out flat, concentrating on the first fold. What 
needs to be communicated to the printer is which panels will 
meet (or kiss), and in what order. To do this is simple. Using the 
Letter Fold as an example, locate the first fold, take the pen and 
draw a line connecting the two panels and label each panel “A”, 
or “1” (see 1a). Fold those two panels together and see which 
two panels will meet next. Again, draw the line visually connect-
ing the two panels and then label them each “B,” or “2” (see 
1b). Simply continue to do this for the remainder of the folds 
until the piece is completely folded. 

ACCORDIONS
Accordion folds are some of the 
most common folding styles used 
in brochure folding. The common 

characteristic of accordion folds is the “zig-
zag” back-and-forth nature of the panels. 
Accordions are an excellent choice for a 
variety of applications. 

�BASICS
The Basic folding family consists 
of some of the easiest and most 
common folding styles. Great for 

low budget or simple projects, these styles 
are perfect for invitations, newsletters and 
brochures, and virtually guarantee stress-free 
production at almost any printer or bindery.

�EXOTICS
The Exotic family is the most 
exciting of the bunch. Filled with 
unrelated specialty folds that 

challenge even the most creative mind, many 
of these styles require either the services of 
a specialty bindery, or hand-folding. 

�

GATES
Gate folds are characterized 
by the necessity of a gate fold 
attachment (or a hand fold) 

to execute the folding style. Gate folds are 
generally symmetrical, with two or more 
panels folding into the center from 
opposing sides.

MAPS
Map folds characteristically have 
several accordion folds and are 
built in a tall format that opens 

into a large continuous layout, rather than 
spreads. Maps are limited to lighter weight 
stocks and may require special machinery 
configurations.

�PARALLELS
The Parallel folding family 
consists of styles with panels 
that stay parallel to each other. 

Parallel folds run the gamut from simple to 
complicated, and offer a variety of options 
suitable for almost any application.

�POSTERS
Poster folds are combina-
tion folds that are built to 
open out into a large 

poster format. Posters consist of at least two 
folds, one serves as the base fold, and one as 
the finished fold. The base fold is the first 
folding style applied, the finished fold is the 
folding style it adapts for the finished format. 
Posters are limited to lighter weight stocks.  

�ROLLS
Roll folds consist of four or more 
panels that roll in on each other. 
The roll-in panels must get incre-

mentally smaller to be able to tuck into the 
respective panels. 

�FOLDING FAMILIES
Folding styles have distinct characteristics that allow them to be classified 
into folding families. There are eight FOLDRite™ folding families: Accordions, 
Basics, Exotics, Gates, Maps, Parallels, Posters, and Rolls. 

FOLDING TOOLS 
AND RESOURCES
The NEW FOLDRite™ Template Master plug-in for 
Adobe® InDesign® is the only dynamic, custom 
digital folding template creator for graphic arts 
professionals. With 85 folding styles to choose 
from, Template Master builds templates to your 
custom specifications. The finished product is 
fully-compensated for the folding process using 
industry-approved settings, and comes complete 
with fold marks and panel cues in the slug area. 
Simply start designing, with the confidence that 
your file is production-perfect.

www.networkpdf.com/foldrite

A Field Guide to Folding contains an abridged 
list of 85 FOLDRite™ folding styles, and was 
designed to complement the FOLDRite™ 
Template Master plug-in for Adobe® InDesign®. 
This 200-page reference is an essential tool for 
graphic arts industry professionals.

www.networkpdf/amazonwebstore.com 

FOLD: The Professional’s Guide to Folding 
is the most comprehensive folding resource ever 
created, with 2 volumes and 850 pages of infor-
mation. The guide documents and classifies more 
than 180 folding styles, organizing them into 
eight major folding families. Each folding style is 
named, numbered, illustrated, assigned a level of 
difficulty, and diagrammed  with proper folding 
compensations for accurate digital document 
setup. Tips, considerations, and other reference 
materials complete the resource.

www.networkpdf/amazonwebstore.com 

COMING SOON:
www.foldfactory.com
An online community of folding fanatics

1a.

1b.

THE MOST COMMON FOLDING STYLES:

ACCORDION FOLD 4-PAGE STANDARD 8-PAGE BROADSIDE LETTER FOLD GATE FOLD MAP FOLD DOUBLE PARALLEL ROLL FOLD

©2008 Finishing Experts Group, Inc.

Software tool:  
FOLDRite™ Template Master for Adobe InDesign 
Single license and multi-seat bundle deals available. For education 
pricing, contact teachers@foldfactory.com*
Template Master is a software plug-in that incorporates the science  
of folding into a highly practical tool that students will find useful right 
into their professional careers. With 85 folding styles built-in, Flash 
animated folding illustrations, customization controls, and more,  
Template Master provides a designer with the key to any successful 
folding project—a correct template. Visit www.foldfactory.com to  
download a demo version of the software and to purchase. For OEM 
opportunities, contact Janice Reese at janice@foldfactory.com

Reference book:  
A Field Guide to Folding, $39.99
This new publication contains comprehensive information about folding 
and an abridged list �of 85 FOLDRite™ folding styles. A Field Guide to 
Folding was designed to complement the FOLDRite™ �Template Master 
plug-in �for Adobe® InDesign®, as well as the curriculum supplement 
Folding for the Graphic Arts: A Teacher’s Handbook. This 204-page 
reference is an essential tool for graphic arts industry professionals 
and is a critical teaching tool for graphic arts education programs.  

Curriculum supplement:  
Folding for the Graphic Arts: A Teacher’s Handbook, $59.00
Developed with educational programs in mind, this 60-page curriculum 
supplement helps graphic arts educators learn how to teach about 
folding. This classroom-tested curriculum walks educators through the 
process, explaining terminology, offering tips and ideas for hands-on 
projects, field trips, and exercises. Provides project assignments with 
free downloadable project materials and handouts, quizzes, and more. 
This curriculum supplement works seamlessly with A Field Guide to 
Folding and the FOLDRite™ Template Master plug-in. To order, contact 
teachers@foldfactory.com

Informational poster:  
“Anatomy of a Fold” (35” x 22.25”), $9.95
Fun and visual, this poster covers folding terminology, folding families, 
folding compensation, common folding styles, folding formats, the 
importance of paper, folding sequence dummies, and more. 

Also visit our online folding community www.foldfactory.com

FOLDRite™ Product Offerings

*�Student Discount Instructions: Please fax or scan a copy of your student ID, your current semester schedule with your name and date on it, 
or a letter from your university stating your enrollment status in a graphic arts program. Fax these items to: (484) 266-6196, or email the items to:  
students@foldfactory.com. A discount code will be emailed to you. Teacher Discount Instructions: Please fax or email a copy of your faculty 
ID and a link to your online catalog showing the related class you are teaching. Fax these items to (484) 266-6196 or email the items to:  
teachers@foldfactorycom. We also offer multi-seat discounts for computer labs. Email us with your needs.

www.foldfactory.com

Folding for the Graphic Arts
A  T e A c h e r ’ s  h A n d b o o k

FOLDRite™ offers a suite of  
educational tools and resources.


