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A South Vietnamese soldier fires from behind an improvised
barricade during street fighting in Da Nang. A dead guerrilla lies in

right background. At left is a fleeing man, and more furniture used
by soldiers as barricades. <AI* liudiophoto)

SAIGON (UPD—Viet Cong forces launched
heavy attacks against Saigon W e d n e s d a y *
Guerrillas fought their way into the U.S. Em-
bassy and occupied five floors of it for several
hours.

Other Reds invaded Saigon's Tan Son Nhut; airport
and battled American and Vietnamese troops and tanks.

American military policemen fought around the
gleaming, new embassy for more, than four hours. Helicop-
ters dropped troops onto «' roof-top pad to help rout the
Communist suicide squad.

Radio reports from the embassy reported at 9:15
a.m. that it was secure and
said 19 Viet Cong had been
killed inside.

American c a s u a l t i e s
were reported as eight dead
with an unknown number
wounded.

Another 21 U.S, military
police were killed while de-
i'endin.o; the military billets.

A U.S. spokesman said Ajn-
bassador Ellsworth Bunker was
not in the embassy when it was
attacked.

"There were no senior off ic ia ls
in there," the spokesman said.

The Communists bombed at.
least four American mili tary
hotels in Saigon and struck
Independence Palace, the office
of President Nguyen Van Thieu,
with rockets and mortal's in a
pre-dawn raid. There was fight-
ing in the streets near the
palace.

The headquarters of the South
Vietnamese mili tary also came
under ground attack.

The attacks were the most
audacious of the new Coninvnisf
offensive which erupte'l in eight
cities Tuesday.

The attacks in Saigon began
shortly before midnight . OIK- of
the American billets was re-
ported still under heavy a t tack
at mid-morning.

The Communist force fought
defenders on three1 sides of Tan
Son Nhut and then battled thei r
way inside the barbed wire.

The military police mad*1

several assaults against the
Embassy but the Viet Cong
threw grenades and drove them
back.

Saigon Radio also was v i t -
taeked. A U.S. tank Unit came to
rescue it was knocked ou t . But
at mid-morning if broadcast a
curfew announcement by Viet
President. Nguyen Cao Ky.

Viet Cong terrorists stole ;m
American jeep with a .50-caliber
machine gun mounted on the
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PITTSBURGH — A bone-jar-
ring explosion ripped through a
business distr ict in suburban
Ingram Tuesday, k i l l ing at least
nine persons and in jur ing 20
others.

The explosion leveled two
buildings where ut i l i ty work-
ers were .searching for a gas
leak. Five of the dead were
members of a 15-man gas com-

"There's no th ing there," said
one of the f i r s t newsmen on the
scene. "I can't even tell what
was there."'

The explosion threw debris in
all directions and shattered
windows of homes and stores
blocks away. Bits of clothing
hung grotesquely from phone
lines as a
d r i f t e d over

shroud of
the area.

smoke

l > a n y crew
IJ.o street.

boring lest holes in A ;^as company spokesman
&aid the 15-num crew was work-

ing on a four - inch low-pressure
main . He -said the gas was
turned off at the curb bordering
the buildings.

"At this t ime we have- no idea
w h a t caused the explosion," the
spokesman said.

Bulldozers and h i g h l i f t s v<ere
used to clear away the rubble.
Four of the bodies were taken
from the .smouldering debris.

"It sounded jus! l ike a bomb,"
fcaul Mi's. Samuel Simpson, w h o

lives just across a ra i l road t rack
from the blast scene. She said
she was w a l k i n g iu io her kitchen
when the- explosion took place.

"1 looked out and saw people
and debris everywhere, l l blew
one of the workers clear across
the tracks."

Gas and electric power were
.shut off over a wide - area o! the
communi ty , wh ich has a popula-
tion of about ft,000. A grade
.school about two blocks f r o m the
blast scene v>as c v u e u a U d.
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Reeves ran away
Monday.

But before sl ipping ou t of the
house he left, a note savin;.',. "Fin
leaving . . . and t a k i n g the ear
w i t h me , . ."

Now his parents an- not only
wondering when- he and the t a r
have gone, but how he learned
to drive, (Jareth is 12,


