A South Vietnamese soldier fires
barricade during street fighting in Da Nang, A dead guerritla Hes in

from hehind an improvised
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right hackground. At left is a fleeing man, and more furnitare vsed

by soldiers as barricades.
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PITTSBURGH — A bone-jar-
ring explosion ripped throuuzh a
business  district  in subwrban
Ingram Tuesday, killing at Jeast
ning persons  and  injuring 20
others,

The  explosion leveled  twa
buildings  where utility work-
eirs o were searching for g gas
leak, Five of the dead were
members of 4 15-man gas com-
pany crew Dboring test holes i
the strect,

drifted over

llls 9, Hurts

“There’s nothing there,”” said
one of the fivst newsmen on the
seene. D can't even tell what
way there.”

The explosion threw debris in
all  dirvections and shatiered
windows of homes and stores
blocks away. Bits of clothing
bung  giotesquely  from phone
Hnes as a shroud of smoke
thie ared,
Speiesninn
work-

A zas  company
suid the 15-man crew wus

ing on a four-inch low-pressure

main. He said the vas wuas
twrned off at the curh bordering
the buildings.

AU hIS time we have no idea
what caused the explosion,” the
spokesman said,

Bulidozers and hichlifts were
wsed to clear away the rubble.
Four of the bodies were tuken
from the smouldering dobeis,
“1t sounded just Hike a bomb,
surd Mrs. Samuel Sinipson, who

¥

Jives just across a railroad track
fromy the blast scene. She said
she was walking into Ler kitehen
when the xpl(mmx took place,

i !u(_ﬂ;v(l out and saw people
and debris evervwhere, 1t blew
ohe of the workers clear acrouss
the tracks,”

Gas and electrie power were
shut off over a wide area of the
community, which bas a popula-
tion of about 60000 A
sehoot about fwo blocks from the
biust scone wis evaeustod,

viade

, | ':thary pohcem‘en fmwhf qmund
;glea Ning, e embassy fos 1
1S dmpped tmops nnto & 1o

,_]a m. that 1f was ¢
~said 19 Viet Conn had bem
*]lulled inside.

Jeast f()ur
“hotels in

American casu al {ies -

_weve reported as eight dead
a_w:‘rh an. unlmown numb(,r
: wounded '

Another ‘71 U.S mh’rfnyf'

‘.‘p()h(‘e were killed while de-

fendine the mxhtaxv billets.
A US.

dt'(\(.'k(‘d \
“There were no sonior ofﬁ( mls

in thmc." the .spo!wmn,m said.

Lommumms ‘hombed at
American - mxh,tan.y
Saigon and struck
Independence Palace, the office
of President Nguyen Van Thicu,
with rockets and mortars in a

The -

~pre-dawn raid. There was fight-
~ng sin the

‘streets  near 'v,the
pdlac'o ;

The hea (lquarlm& of the South
Vietnamese military also  came
imder - ground attack.

The attacks: were the most
audacious of the new Communist
offensive which erupted m dight
cities Tuesday.

The attacks in Saizon began
shortly before midnight. One of
the American billets was re-
ported still under heavy attack
at mid-morning, «

The Communist force fousht
defenders on three sides of Tan
Son Nhut apd then battled their
way inside the barbed wire,

The military police wmade
several  assaults  against the
Fmbassy  but the Viet Cong

threw grenades and drove them
hack. ,

Saigon Radio alsa was  al-
tacked. A U.S. tank that came fo
rescue it was knocked out. But
at mid-morning it broadcast a
curfew announcement by Viee
President Npoyen Cuao Ky,

Viet Cong terrorists stole an
American jeep with a S0-caliber
machine gun mounted on  the
tContinued on Buack Page, Cal. 4}

Runaway
In Ist Gear

LONDON  (UPly — tGuareth
Reeves yvan away {rom home
Monday.

But before slipping out of the
house he left a note saving, Hmn
leaving ., . and taking tie cay
with me , . .7

Now his parents we not only
wondering where he and the car
huve gone, bt }m\" b foniiod
to dirive, Gareth is 12,

"af ‘) ].1._?5, |
secure and

spokesman said Am-
“bassador Ellsworth Bunker was
“‘notlin the mnl).lssx \\hvn it wi



