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It all started in a little town in Sweden.

When you look at IKEA today, it’s easy to forget our humble beginnings. But knowing where we came from  
is essential in understanding us, as it has shaped our very essence. 

IKEA has its roots in Småland, one of Sweden’s rural regions. Here, frugality, inventiveness and hard work  
were essential for survival. It is these very traits that Ingvar Kamprad made use of when he founded IKEA  
way back in 1943. Today, over 60 years later, the values that shaped Ingvar still shape IKEA at every level.  
Although we have stores across the globe, we are, and always will be, a Swedish company. It’s  
that very Swedishness that has helped us get where we are today while retaining our core values.

These values have been integral in helping us achieve our vision: To offer a wide range of well-designed,  
quality home furnishings at prices so low that as many people as possible can afford them.

•  Above everything, we value enthusiasm, innovative thinking, cost-awareness, responsibility, simplicity  
and humbleness.

•  We see frugality as a virtue: we design our products with just the right amount of material and no more.  
We provide our customers with the “right quality.” Nothing more, nothing less. 

•  We create products that are simple and straightforward, functional, durable and easy to live with.  
In other words, smart.

•  Waste is not in our vocabulary: we make use of scrap materials whenever possible instead of throwing them 
away.

•  We understand that nothing is so good that it cannot be better, so we are constantly trying to improve  
the way we do things.

Although you’ll find IKEA across the globe, our heart and soul are still in Småland. Honesty. Simplicity. Frugality. 
That’s the IKEA way.

Stone walls like this are found all over Småland. 
They were built at a time when the land was 
full of stones and farmers needed to farm the  
land. But instead of simply getting rid of the 
stones, the ingenious farmers used them to  
build walls around their property, thus killing  
two birds with one…stone. That’s why stone  
walls, a monument to human perseverance  
and optimism, symbolize our culture. It’s this  
type of higher thinking that continues to impact 
every aspect of IKEA to this day.
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Higher thinking, 
lower prices.

Get excited – the 2010 IKEA catalog has launched in the United States, and this year’s version of the annual catalog is filled with 
NEW offerings from IKEA as well as NEW, LOWER PRICES on the quality items you have loved in your homes for years!
 
As you know, low prices are nothing new for us at IKEA. However, our NEW LOWER PRICES means we’ve found NEW ways to offer 
your favorite products even for less money – whether it’s through innovative design, use of materials, transportation, or even what 
you do at the store and at home. We like to call it, higher thinking for lower prices.
 
So flip open the new catalog, and get inspired for great savings and an even better everyday life at home.
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