411 Waverley Oaks Road

Learn Anytime, Any Place Building 3, Suite 319
Waltham, MA 02452

www.syberworks.com

1-888-642-7078

AICC and the LMS

By Stuart Campbell, Director of Software Development, SyberWorks, Inc.

First, a little clarification. “AICC” is not just a standard; it is also the committee that defines the
standard. The AICC, Aviation Industry Computer-based training (CBT) Committee, was formed in
1988 by aviation manufacturers such as Boeing, Airbus, and McDonnell-Douglas to standardize the
delivery of CBT at a time when multimedia training was becoming increasingly popular. Over the
years, however, the AICC standard branched out from aviation into a plethora of other industries.

The AICC standard was originally designed for local file-based operations, but was updated in 1998
to include a web-based interface called HACP (pronounced “hack-P”). HACP is HTTP-based and
stands for HTTP-based AICC/CMI Protocol. The following year, the standard was updated again to
include a JavaScript run-time interface. With these additions, AICC courses could integrate with
the growing web-based e-Learning initiatives. This AICC HACP standard is now the most common
installation configuration of AICC courses on LMS systems.

Technically, the definition of an AICC course is spread across several files, which describe the
course’s content and structure. The files are generally known by their file extension and are
described below:

e CRS file

The CRS file contains information about the course as whole, such as the course creator, title,
description, and total number of lessons in the course. Below is a sample CRS file:

[Course]
Course_Creator=3yberllorks
Course ID=0fficeTraining
Course_Jystem=

Course Title=3yberWorks Office Training
Lewvel=1

Max_Fields C3T=:z

Total AUs=1

Total Elocks=0
Wersion=3.0
[Course_Behavior]

Max Normal=

[Course_Description] Office Training for SyberWorks Inc

r L VL W T g g s

o AUfile

The AU file contains details about the Assignable Units. These are akin to the lessons that comprise
the course. This information includes the file name to launch the lesson, mastery score, and
maximum time allowed. Note that the file_name item in the screen shot below is actually a URL.
(See the Cross Domain Course Content section below for more details.) Below is a sample AU file:
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