FAQ Document

Care For Our Coast Campaign

Which California beaches will receive funds through the ‘Care for our Coast’ campaign?
The campaign will benefit coastlines in three Southern California counties:  Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego counties, as well as benefit the millions of Southern California residents who vacation or visit our beaches each year.  The beaches selected include Huntington Beach, Carlsbad State Beach, Bolsa Chica State Beach, San Onofre State Beach and Malibu Lagoon State Beach.

Why were these beaches chosen?

These represent iconic Southern California beaches.  Dune restoration and native species revegetation was identified as a need ten years ago and remains so, but state park budgets are dedicated mainly to operations.  Programs like this enhance the visitor experience, and these beaches have some of the highest visitation in the country.

How will the beaches benefit as a result of the money raised from the Care for our Coast campaign?

The funds will go towards beach cleanup, recycling and dune restoration.  The dune restoration consists of the removal of exotic species and revegetation of native species. Certain fast-growing invasive plants prevent the native habitat from regenerating, creating an unfavorable eco-cycle.  

This funding also will help pay for regular beach grooming and cleaning, which removes trash and cigarette butts from beaches so such items don’t get into the water and harm marine life. Some of the beaches will receive a Big Belly Solar trash compactor and recycling bin.

Beaches will benefit with an educational program to assure safety at the beaches during peak usage, with extra safety training provided to seasonal lifeguards. 

How does the Big Belly Solar Trash Compactor work? 

The sun’s energy operates the compaction mechanism, which results in a capacity that is five times greater than ordinary trash receptacles and reduces the amount of maintenance and labor needed for trash pick-up.  A companion recycling container accepts plastic, glass and paper products for recycling.  

How soon will cleanup and restoration begin?

Effects of this program will be felt immediately, as the first Big Belly Solar trash compactor and recycling bins will be delivered in June.  The dune restoration projects will start in 2010 and be completed in 2011. 

How many visits do the beaches receive each year?

For the 2009 calendar year: 

Bolsa Chica State Beach
2,500,000

San Onofre State Beach
1,900,000

Huntington Beach

1,800,000

Carlsbad State Beach

1,500,000

Malibu Lagoon State Beach
     83,500 

How can I donate to ‘Care for our Coast’ while shopping at Stater Bros. Supermarkets?

There are two ways consumers can donate to the ‘Care for our Coast’ campaign.  First, shoppers at Stater Bros. Supermarkets can make a one-dollar donation at checkout towards cleanup efforts along California coastline.  Second, the Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Southern California will donate one dollar towards cleanup efforts along California coastline when consumers purchase ten dollars worth of participating       Coca-Cola products, including branded soft drinks, vitaminwater ™, FUZE® drinks and DASANI® water.

Is Stater Bros. Supermarkets the exclusive grocery retailer involved in the ‘Care for our Coast’ campaign? 

Yes, and all 167 Stater Bros. Supermarkets in Southern California will run this campaign.

Are there other ways consumers can donate to the ‘Care for our Coast’ cause, aside from the in-store opportunities at Stater Bros. Supermarkets? 

Yes. Anyone can visit the campaign Web site (www.careforourcoast.com) and make a donation, online.  There is also a Facebook cause page for Care for our Coast (http://apps.facebook.com/causes/465088?m=566c45a6) that offers the ability to make an online donation, share the cause with friends and engage with fellow social media users.  

How long does the ‘Care for our Coast’ campaign run? 

Consumers can make a one-dollar donation while shopping at Stater Bros. Supermarkets at checkout, and that portion of the campaign runs from March 31 through April 25, 2010.  The portion of the campaign in which the Coca-Cola Bottling Company donates one dollar for every ten dollars of product sold will run from March 31 through May 11, 2010.  The Web site and Facebook component will remain active until further notice. 

How did the ‘Care for our Coast’ campaign come about?

Last year, the Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Southern California and Stater Bros. Supermarkets supported the Reforest California environmental initiative, which raised enough funds to plant one million trees in California state parks impacted by wildfires.  The success of that campaign and the excitement generated internally among Stater Bros. and Coca-Cola employees was the catalyst for this next installment.  The Reforest California campaign was the recipient of the Golden Poppy Award from California State Parks, which recognizes significant contributions to state parks. 

Why are public-private partnerships so important for this campaign?

Public-private partnerships are critical in this climate of state budget shortfalls, as the private sector can step in to support local community projects that would not otherwise occur. 

Do the partners support other environmental stewardship programs? 

The Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Southern California commits itself to sustainability programs and has significantly reduced the environmental footprint of its business through water conservation, energy usage and recycling.  The franchise company, the        Coca-Cola Company, introduced the PlantBottle™ packaging this year for DASANI® water and sparkling brands in select markets, including Southern California.  PlantBottle™ is partially made from plants and reduces the company’s dependence on a non-renewable resource: petroleum. 

In addition to corporate-wide recycling programs, last year, Stater Bros. implemented a green waste composting program in all supermarkets to turn organic waste into compost that can be sold to area farmers.  The program eliminates 20,000 tons from landfills each year.  Additionally, Stater Bros. recycled over 2.8 million lbs. of plastic, over 74 million lbs of cardboard and over 8.5 million lbs. of sustainable rendering products in 2009.  

What is the new PlantBottle™ from Coca-Cola? 

PlantBottle™ is the new innovative packaging from Coca-Cola that is 100 percent recyclable and partially made from plants, which reduces the company’s dependence on a non-renewable resource – petroleum.  PlantBottle packaging is being introduced around the world and is a packaging used for DASANI® water in Southern California as of January 2010.  
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