
Learning on Other People's Kids: Becoming a 
Teach For America Teacher  

by Barbara Torre Veltri 

 
Table of Contents 
 
Preface  
Acknowledgments 
 
PART I: BECOMING A TFA CORPS MEMBER 
  
1. Coaching the Corps  

A View From the Field: On Location  
The Researcher’s Journey: Seeing Myself in My Students  

 
2. Why Become a TFA Teacher? 

A View from the Field: Recruiting on Campus  
Recruitment, Application, and Selection  
The Applicants: Why Become a Teach For America Teacher?  
Points to Consider: Why Become a Teach For America Teacher?  
Problematics and Persistent Questions   

 
3. School Districts and Teach For America  

A View From the Field: Mentor’s Meeting  
Public School Districts and Teach For America 
Districts and TFA’s Prototypical Corps Member  
Points to Consider: District Policies and Teach For America 

 
4. Corps Training Institute  

A View From the Field: Corps Training Institute 
Corps Training Institute 
Content and Pedagogy: TFA Workshops 
Clinical Experiences: Team Teaching During Summer School 
Points to Consider: Training to Become a Teach For America Teacher  

 
5. Learning the Culture of Teach For America: The Regional 
Organization  

A View from the Field: All-Corps Meeting 
Learning the Culture of Teach For America in the Region 
Points to Consider: Learning the Culture of Teach For America 

 



 
PART II: THE SOCIALIZATION OF TEACH FOR AMERICA TEACHERS 
  
6. Learning the Culture of Communities and Schools  

A View From the Field: Unwarranted Visitation  
Learning the Culture of the Community 
A View From the Field: Halloween Morning 
Points to Consider: Learning the Culture of Communities and Schools 

 
7. Learning the Culture of Teaching 

A View from the Field: Cara’s Questions  
Content and Pedagogy: Thinking Like a Teacher 
A View From the Field: Ben’s Blowout Lesson  
Classroom Management  
Points to Consider: Learning the Culture of Teaching 

 
8. Learning the Complexities of Teaching in Poverty Schools  

A View From the Field: Thursday Afternoon  
Points to Consider: Learning the Complexities of Teaching 
A View from the Field: Jackie’s Kindergarten 
Support  
Points to Consider: Support  
A View from the Field: Test Scores Like Numbers on a Football Jersey 
Points to Consider: Student Achievement  

 
PART III: TEACH FOR AMERICA AND THE EDUCATION OF POOR 
CHILDREN 
  
9. TFA Corps Members and Their Students 

A View From the Field: “What Did You Learn This Year?”  
Learning on Other People’s Kids 

 
10. Full Circle 

A View From the Field: Where Do We Go from Here? 
The Researcher’s Journey: Full Circle  
Points to Consider: Where Do We Go From Here?  

 
11. The Master Narrative and Teach For America  

A View From the Field: Corporate Donations to a Charity 
The Master Narrative and Teach For America  

 
12. Problematics and Persistent Questions  
 



Appendix A 
 
Appendix B 
 
Appendix C 
 
Appendix D 
 
Appendix E 
 
References 
 

### 
 

ORDERING: 
 
http://www.infoagepub.com/products/Learning-on-Other-Peoples-
Kids 
 
ISBNs: 978-1-60752-442-7 (PB); 978-1-60752-443-4 (HC); 978-1-
60752-444-1 (E-book) 
 
 

http://www.infoagepub.com/products/Learning-on-Other-Peoples-Kids
http://www.infoagepub.com/products/Learning-on-Other-Peoples-Kids

