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Kayaking in the San Juan Islands

Our Guided Kayak cruises in the San Juan Islands are 4-day and 3-night trips that are designed to let people explore the San Juan Islands by kayak with a professional guide. The Motor Vessel David B works as a home base and mothership for our passengers. The itinerary is subject to change depending upon the weather, currents and the location of the local orca whales. Since the orca whales’ territory varies widely we are always on the lookout for them. We may forego a morning or afternoon paddle to spend time watching the whales if they are within our range.

Day 1- Bellingham to Orcas Island: 

· 9:00 am


Board David B in Squalicum Harbor

· 9:00 – 10:00

Meet and Greet and Safety (Fruit, muffins, coffee and tea served)

· 10:00 -12:30

Underway to Obstruction Pass, Orcas Island (Lunch served underway) 

· 12:30 -3:30

Kayaking from Obstruction Pass to Rosario

· 3:30 – 5:30

Rosario

· 5:30 – 7:30

Underway from Rosario to Double Island in Orcas Island’s West Sound

· 7:30 


Dinner

The boarding time for the David B is at 9:00 am in Bellingham, Washington. You will have time to stow your belongings before gathering with the crew for an orientation of the boat and safety meeting. Approximately 10:00 am the boat will leave the harbor and cruise through Bellingham Bay to Obstruction Pass between Orcas Island and Obstruction Island. Once anchored the crew helps you into your kayak for a 2-½ hour paddle along the shoreline of Orcas Island’s East Sound. You will meet up with the David B at Rosario for a chance to stretch your legs with a stroll through Rosario Resort and Robert Moran’s mansion. Here you can go through a part of the mansion that has been set up as a museum. You can also take a walk to Cascade Lake in Moran State Park. After returning to the David B, we’ll get underway for Double Island and the first night’s anchorage.

Day 2 – Double Island to Jones Island, Yellow Island and San Juan Island

· 6:00 am


Coffee, tea and muffins

· 7:00 – 8:30

Breakfast

· 9:00 – 12:00

Kayaking through the Wasp Islands to Jones Island

· 12:00 
2:00

Lunch served at Jones Island

· 2:00 – 5:00

Kayak around Jones Island and Yellow Island

· 5:00 – 6:30

Underway from Jones Island to Garrison Bay

· 7:00


Dinner

The first full day starts with coffee and muffins at 6:00 am. Breakfast is served around 7:00 am. After breakfast you’ll get into your kayak and make your way through the Wasp Islands to Jones Island, Along the way you’ll be watching for seals, pigeon guillemots, oystercatchers and marbled murrelets. When you arrive at Jones Island your lunch will be ready and you can take in the sights of this unique marine state park that is home to a native form of prickly pear cactus. After lunch you can paddle around Jones Island and then over to Yellow Island for a shore excursion. Yellow Island is owned by the Nature Conservancy and often has caretaker available for interpretation. If the caretaker is away interpretive signs are posted along the way. In the afternoon when you have returned from paddling the David B gets underway again and cruises over to Garrison Bay on San Juan Island.

Day 3 – San Juan Island to Sucia Island

· 6:00 am 

Coffee, tea and pastries

· 7:00-8:00

Breakfast served

· 9:00-12:00

Kayaking in Mosquito Pass

· 12:00-2:00

Roche Harbor

· 2:00-4:00

Cruise to Sucia Island

· 4:30 – 6:30

Kayaking in Echo Bay, Sucia Island

· 7:30


Dinner

This morning’s paddle is through Mosquito Pass with its narrow turns and rocky islets there are numerous birds and seals to watch. You’ll paddle with the current to the small town of Roche Harbor where you will find the David B. After lunch you will have some time to wander through town and visit the unique McMillin family mausoleum or the outdoor sculpture garden before returning to the David B and heading to Sucia Island. Once the anchor is down you will have lots of time to explore Echo Bay before dinner. The rocky sandstone shoreline is home to many inter-tidal creatures, such as sea stars and anemones that you can easily see while you paddle.

Day 4
Sucia Island to Bellingham

· 6:00 am

Coffee and Pastries

· 7:00-8:00
Breakfast

· 8:30-10:00
Walk on Sucia Island

· 10:30-12:30
Kayak in Fossil Bay

· 12:30-1:30 
Lunch

· 1:30-5:00
Cruise to Bellingham

On day four there will be time for you to take a hike in the morning around Sucia Island on well maintained trails. Once you’ve returned to the boat you can also spend a couple of hours paddling over to Fossil Bay where you can enjoy beautifully sculptured sandstones and maybe even find a fossil or two. When you meet back up with the David B we’ll put the kayaks away have some lunch and head back to Bellingham. We will return to our dock approximately 5:00pm.
