Why is St. Mary’s College of Maryland the only Public Liberal Arts College the Fiske Guide Recommends for the Study of Music?
“If you build it they will come” is the key phrase in the movie, “Field of Dreams.”  The same phrase could be used with the St. Mary’s College of Maryland (SMCM) music department. For 25 years, its core faculty members have been steadily growing talent and producing young musicians as its opulent fruit. And today, it is recognized as being on par with the best. 

The Fiske Guide to Colleges 2010, described as “indispensible” in one review and “the best college guide you can buy” in another, lists St. Mary’s College as one of the best places in the U.S. to study music.  It is the only public liberal arts college on the list, which includes colleges like Oberlin, Bard, and Swarthmore. 

Just last month three members of the SMCM music faculty received glowing reviews in the New York Times and The Washington Post.  Pianists Eliza Garth and Brian Ganz along with two percussionists “offered a mesmerizing performance” said the New York Times.  The Washington Post reviewed a performance including works by SMCM composer David Froom of “atmospheric and colorful love songs.”

Froom, composer and chair of the music department, said, “We were blessed with a true visionary in Jeff,” in reference to Jeffrey Silberschlag, conductor, trumpet soloist, and head of performance activities. “Together, our department has been able to create a demand and affection for classical music in a community where one previously didn’t exist. Everything Jeff has done – building the program, recruiting the faculty, creating the Alba program and the River Concert Series and School – has happened with an eye towards balance among three things: educational opportunity, culture for the community, and community support for what we do.”  

Silberschlag and Froom, together with their colleague musician Larry Vote, have each dedicated a quarter century to making the music department the envy of others. What makes this department so special?

An Internationally Talented Faculty: 

Noteworthy talents in their own right:  Froom is a Guggenheim prize-winning composer, Vote is a Helen Hayes award-winning music director who directs choirs and serves as Provost and acting President of the College. Silberschlag is an internationally renowned trumpet soloist and conductor who has conducted recordings or been featured trumpet soloist with the London and Seattle Symphonies, London, Warsaw and Royal Liverpool Philharmonics, and the Czech Radio Orchestra.  These three have been joined by music historians Sterling Lambert and Deborah Lawrence, both rising stars in the academic world.  In the area of performance, Silberschlag has assembled a panoply of luminaries, drawing from among the most outstanding active musicians in the region, soloists as well as members of the best ensembles – a list that includes pianists Brian Ganz and Eliza Garth, bassoonist Deborah Greitzer, trombonist Bryan Bourne, violinist José Cueto, cellist Suzanne Orban, saxophonist Don Stapleson, violist Jennifer Rende, hornist Tony Valerio, flutist Karen Johnson, clarinetist Jan Snedecor, bassist Edgardo Malaga, oboist Fatma Daglar, harpist Rebecca Smith, percussionist Don Spinelli, pianist and staff accompanist Beverly Babcock, guitarist Orlando Roman, and singers Joan McFarland and Colleen Daly.  All together, they have solidified a department with a constant stream of interested students. 

· The personal touch. Many of the performance faculty teach elsewhere, where their teaching is sometimes restricted to graduate students.  At SMCM, access to our faculty is offered to all.
· Majors and non-majors.  The College offers its music curriculum to both majors and non-majors. If a sophomore wants to learn the flute while majoring in biology, no problem. The goal, says Froom, is to help all musicians develop their skills.

River Concert Series and School:
A major international summer music festival and regional homerun, this free summer music series has brought more than 400,000 music lovers to the College campus over its 11-year history .  Community sponsorships underwrite the cost of the series. SMCM students perform alongside professionals from the U.S. Marine Band, Kennedy Center Orchestra, and Baltimore Opera who come together as members of the Chesapeake Orchestra under Jeffrey Silberschlag, music director and founder of the series.  Guest soloists on the series have included violinists Hilary Hahn and Lara St. John, pianists Jon Nakamatsu and Leon Bates, the Ahn Trio, as well as jazz artists Terrence Blanchard, Jane Monheit, and Hilary Kole.  The recent addition of the River Concert School provides master classes to students who have come to Southern Maryland from Manhattan School of Music, Eastman School of Music, Peabody Conservatory, and Lynn Conservatory.

Alba International Music Festival:

The success of the River Concert Series has an international twin in Alba, Italy. Each spring, SMCM students get the chance to participate in the two-week Alba International Music Festival, in a beautiful northern Italian town nestled in Italy’s Piedmont wine region. At the festival, co-directed by Silberschlag, Vote, and internationally acclaimed flutist Giuseppe Nova, students study under and perform alongside musicians that include SMCM faculty and illustrious visitors, such as the Romanian State Symphony, the Prague Virtuosi, the Salzburg Soloists, and the Gold Prize winners of the Paganini and Geneva Competitions. Performances include choir, orchestra, ensemble, and chamber music. These free concerts, in a variety of venues around the town and region, are supported by local businesses (Ferrero Chocolates, Cerreto Wines, and the Alba Tourism Board). The festival also features a composition class run by David Froom, together with visiting composers from the U.S. and Europe.

Year-round Study in Alba:

The town of Alba has given St. Mary’s College a year-round campus.  The only Italian study program run by an American music department, this campus offers both liberal arts study for the general student and intensive music study for aspiring musicians, with music faculty drawn from the conservatories and orchestras of Milan and Turin.  For example, SMCM piano students have been working with Bruno Canino and Giorgio Costa.

Alumni Keep Music in Their Lives:

Music majors and non-majors alike applaud the music education they got at SMCM and keep music in their lives.

· Sara Jones ’98 is a jazz vocalist in the Washington/Baltimore area and was 2004 winner of the Billie Holiday Vocal Competition 

· “My music education gave me the tools to be able to transition [from classical to jazz] easily; no matter what genre I was working in, I could still read well, write well, and hold my own in an ensemble.  I couldn't have done that without the comprehensive training I got at SMCM.”

· “The faculty is fantastic, and it’s their time and talent that makes the department what it is today.”

· Jennie Thomas ’95 is an archivist for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Museum in Cleveland, Ohio

· “The interest and love of music that the professors had sparked an interest in me . . . if it hadn’t been for my undergraduate experience and education in music, I wouldn’t have gotten the job I have now. I wouldn’t have had the drive to do what I do now.”

· Matt Sargent ’06 is an avant-garde composer, guitarist, and music professor in the New York/Boston area. In addition to composing, Matt maintains a busy schedule as a performer and educator. He is an adjunct professor at Capital Community College (Hartford, CT), where he teaches music production technology and directs the school's recording studio.

· “One of the advantages of a small school is that there are lots of professional opportunities with the Alba concert and the River Concert Series. I was in the River Concert for three years. I couldn’t do that as an undergraduate other places.”

· Dawn Kasprow Wolski ’98 is a classical soprano in the Spokane area. She earned an M.M. (voice) from the Manhattan School of Music. 

· “I think the most wonderful thing about St. Mary's – something I believe makes it unique among smaller colleges throughout the U.S. – was that rather than its size being a limitation for aspiring artists, the faculty went out of their way to provide MORE opportunities for their music majors. Where in a larger conservatory an undergraduate might often get lost in the tide of talent, faculty in the music department of St. Mary's went out of their way to give personalized attention, specifically geared towards each student's talents, strengths, and needs.”
· “One thing that I hope will always stick with me is the confidence and belief in myself that was instilled in my very first years studying music – those very first nurturing years at St. Mary’s College of Maryland. Without that kind of support network, I never would have stood a chance.”
· Julie Herndon ’08 is a pianist in the master’s program at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. 

· “I didn’t know I wanted to study music before I came to St. Mary’s. . . . There were such great teachers . . . and a great connection with Peabody [Conservatory].

· When I came to graduate school, I felt very well prepared, especially academically; the liberal arts background helped me a lot.” 

· Jean Folsom ’08 is a cellist who studies law at the Law School of the College of William and Mary. 

· “I was given all the opportunities offered to music majors and was welcomed
into those opportunities through the encouragement of the highly talented
and knowledgeable music faculty. The music faculty at SMCM encouraged me to take full advantage of the breadth of classes offered to music majors – I was able to take 300-level music history courses right along with performance and composition majors.”
· “[The experience of the River Concert Series] was stunningly unique and would absolutely NEVER have been available to me at any other college, especially as a non-music major. The repertoire to which I was exposed was such that I would never have come across at another institution, and it cultivated in me an immense appreciation for the special music environment that St. Mary’s College has created.”


Visit SMCM’s music department on the web at www.smcm.edu/music.
