UNDERSTANDING

Seeking the Hidden Dimensibns of Arﬁerican and Global Politics

Probe Beneath the Surface of the Obama Era at the "Understanding Deep Politics" Conference in Santa Cruz, May 14-16

by Byron Belitsos

OME SAY IT BEGAN with the

invasion of Iraq. Others, with the

inauguration of George W. Bush for
his second term. Many point to the day
of 9/11. But those in the know-including
ten distinguished speakers headlining the
"Understanding Deep Politics”
Conference in Santa Cruz this May 14-
16-trace the era of deep politics further
back: some to JFK's assassination; oth-
ers, to the aftermath of World War II.
And a few speakers in Santa Cruz will
stretch us back to Hitler, Lenin,
Weishaupt, or Machiavelli, from there to
ancient secret societies, and even back to
the dawn of human governance itself-in
the belief that conscious political decep-
tion is an inescapable feature of human
nature. But all agree onthe general defi-
nition of deep politics: It refers to gov-
ernment in which two dimensions of
action always coexist: overt and covert,
or benign and utterly ruthless.

We can trace it forward too; by
now we know that the ways of decep-
tive government did not end with the
ascent of Obama. As with the Bush era,
the overt side of American politics still
refers to government actions thinly cov-
ered in the mainstream press; on this
level of action, we know that Obama
signed the largest military budget in his-
tory, expanded the war in Afganistan,
bailed out banks, and "reformed" health
care; but on the covert side of the equa-
tion, most don't realize-given how the
corporate media and Obama's benign
rhetoric is busy distracting us-that the
new president has carried forward virtu-
ally all of the discredited Bush-era War
or Terror policies. Worse, Obama and
his gallery of advisors steeped in the
ways of postmodern corruption have
shocked Americans by their eagerness
to uphold the Bush administration's
ornate machinery of quasi-constitutional
and sometimes criminalized covert
action. At a minimum, these include:
claims of "state secrets," NSA (National
Security Agency) domestic surveillance,
emergency powers linked with the de
facto repeal of Posse Comitatus (which
enable martial law), summary assassina-
tion, illegal detention, and counter-
insurgency warfare techniques that defy
international law. In addition, Obama
countenanced trillions in secret bailout
money issued by the Federal Reserve;
and, he handed back-room deals to Big
Pharma and the health insurance cartel
that locks their super-profits into
"Obamacare."

The speakers in Santa Cruz will
help you trace these steps by the new
administration, measures that further
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America's (and the world's) descent into
what might be called the postmodern
reign of deep politics. The unprecedent-
ed Santa Cruz event also offers us the
hope of seeing through the charade.

The Deep Politics Big Picture
The phrase "deep politics" was
first coined by the eminent author, poet,
and emeritus Berkeley professor, Peter
Dale Scott, one of the weekend's head-
line speakers. In Deep Politics and the
Death of JFK (1993), Scott used this
term to refer to the covert machinations
of the military, the hard right, the intelli-
gence agencies, and organized crime-all
of which coalesced in the assassination
in Dallas. Veteran journalist Jim Marrs,
another distinguished Santa Cruz pre-
senter, developed a similar argument in
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Crossfire (1989); Oliver Stone's classic
deep-politics movie "JFK" is based in
part on this book. Marrs then works out
the implications in later writings,
including Rule By Secrecy (2000), The
Terror Conspiracy (2007), and most
recently, in the New York Times best-
selling book, The Rise of the Fourth
Reich (2009), which traces the infiltra-
tion of Nazi elements into a wide range
of U.S. government institutions since
their "defeat" in WWIL.

An equally profound dimension of
deep-politics analysis has been pouring
forth from Dr. David Ray Griffin, anoth-
er headline speaker, who is the author of
numerous devastating critiques of the
9/11 Commission Report and the War on
Terror. In effect, these accounts provide
enough analysis of court-admissible evi-
dence and accompanying logic for any
jury to find the Bush administration (and
covert operators behind it) guilty of
directly involvement in 9/11. After a
career as a world-renowned philosopher
and professor at California's Claremont
School of Theology, Griffin, now
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retired, has provided us with a coura-
geous output of richly detailed books on
9/11 that have culminated with 9/17
Contradictions (2008) and The
Mpysterious Collapse of World Trade
Center 7 (2009). His painstaking work
on 9/11 evidence is complemented by
his effort to explain the macro-level of
the causes of our dark night: Along with
Peter Dale Scott, Griffin edited 9/11 and
the American Empire: Intellectuals
Speak Out (2006); and, in The American
Empire and the Commonwealth of God
(also 2006), Griffin explores the global
implications of 9/11 as an "inside job"
and America's rise to empire, advocating
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a turn to global democra-
cy and the dismantlement of America's
global empire and corporate state as our
best hope for justice and peace.
Big-picture writers like Scott, Marrs,
and Griffin, have succeeded in synthesizing
a growing body of evidence that support the
notion that America now inhabits the surre-
al realm of deep politics. Presenter Michael
Parenti-veteran political analyst and author
of over twenty books-calls it "deep ideolo-
gy," while Congresswoman and 2008
Green Party presidential candidate Cynthia
McKinney comes to Santa Cruz to help
map our political journey out of this maze.
Each speaker in their own way
will make clear that not only do both
covert and overt policies co-reside in
this dark realm; in point of fact, it is
covert action that directs and manages
the overt political world and manipu-
lates our perceptions of it. And how is it
that mainstream media provides con-
venient cover stories for such hidden
schemes? This chilling reality will be
analyzed in particular by Peter Phillips,
emeritus professor at Sonoma State
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University and former director of the
famed Project Censored.

The Truth Agony of 9/11

It was soon after 9/11 that many of
us first began to wrestle with inklings of
the reality of deep politics. But now, as
we approach the tenth anniversary of
that event, most Americans either dis-
trust or reject the official story-well over
sixty percent in the last professional
poll; at least implicitly, we can say that
these citizens accept the actuality of
deep politics. These Americans are
beginning to understand the open
secret-and the gaping wound-of today's
deep politics: the emerging truth that
we've been hoaxed about 9/11, and that
the official story is all but discredited.
Opinion surveys of citizens in foreign
countries provide the same result. (See

911truth.org for more.)

The likely final straw

has been an article

appearing in the peer-

reviewed journal
Chemical Physics
(April 4, 2009) showing
that military-grade
explosive materials are
present in significant
quantities in the dust of
the collapsed World
Trade buildings.

At first just a
trickle, a growing
stream of prominent
Americans are now
lending their names to
this persistent phenome-
non now known as the
911 truth movement. The list includes
well-known intelligence, military, and
science professionals with names like
Lynn Margulis, Ph.D., world-renowned
biologist and Presidential Medal of
Science winner; Apollo astronaut Edgar
Mitchell; Paul Craig Roberts, PhD,
assistant treasury secretary under
Reagan; Catherine Austin Fitts, assistant
secretary of housing under George H.W.
Bush; Colonel Robert Bowman, director
of "Star Wars" under Carter; and Ray
McGovern, a CIA veteran who advised
many presidents. Overseas, a myriad of
prominent names have admitted pro-
found doubts, including former Italian
President Francesco Cossigaone and
Yukihisa Fujita, an influential member
of parliament for the opposition party in
Japan. Over forty U.S. counter-terrorism
and intelligence agency veterans have
also challenged the official account,
calling it: "terribly flawed," "laced with
contradictions," and "a cover-up."
Indeed, the names of prominent dis-
senters to the official account are now

too numerous to list. At the website
patriotsquestion911.com, the list of pro-
fessionals adding their names to the
avalanche includes 1100+ engineers and
architects, 250+ pilots, 400+ professors,
and many more groups.

But did you hear about any of this
from our mainstream media?

This problem is the specialty of
two event speakers, Peter Phillips (pre-
viously introduced) and Barrie Zwicker,
the famed Canadian journalist, author,
media scholar, and false flag expert-the
first prominent mainstream media pro-
fessional to publicly question the offi-
cial story.

For nearly a decade, citizen-
activists involved in the 9/11 truth
movement have battling it out over fine
details of what happened on that day, but
the 9/11 truth movement as a whole
speaks with a single voice for a new
investigation. And this call, long heard
in hundreds of radio interviews and
websites, dozens of 9/11 truth confer-
ences, and scores of books and DVDs,
has culminated in a dramatic, ongoing
struggle in New York. 9/11 activists are
trying to gain access to the ballot in the
five boroughs in order to present an ini-
tiative that will finally authorize the cre-
ation of a truly independent 9/11 com-
mission. At the conference in Santa
Cruz, you will receive a full update on
this and other developments in the vital
9/11 truth movement.

Who Lost Planet Earth?

During the 1950s anti-communist
scare, the question often asked was,
"Who lost China?" Now we might ask:
Who lost our home planet? Deep-poli-
tics high jinks at home is one thing, but
even the mainstream media is beginning
to awake to just how rigged and self-
destructive our entire global system has
become after the meltdown of the world
financial system in 2008 and its bailout
by those most victimized by it.
Domestically speaking, this issue is a
specialty of Santa Cruz speaker Ellen
Brown, attorney and forensic economist
focused on the crimes of the Federal
Reserve, and author of the bestselling
Web of Debt.

But Brown and other speakers will
go deeper. We're awash in trillions of
dollars of debt and derivatives, and the
world is dotted with eight sovereign
nuclear powers; thousands starve to
death daily, super-exploitative globaliza-
tion and our perilous fossil-fuel depend-
ency continue, and the planet's mon-
strous war system costs humankind a
trillion dollars a year (with more than
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