
The Photographer’s Guide to 
Digital Landscapes

Jason P. Odell, Ph.D.



ii 	 iii 

The Photographer’s Guide to Digital 
Landscapes

First Edition 2010
Published in the United States by
Luminescence of Nature Press
Colorado Springs, CO 80923
http://www.luminescentphoto.com

ISBN 978-1-4507-1406-8
©2010 Jason P. Odell

All rights reserved.  No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means without written permission by the publisher, with 
the exception that owners of this e-book are permitted to print a single copy for 
personal use, including a copy produced by a commercial print house. 

All photos by and © Jason P. Odell, unless otherwise indicated.

Trademarks
All terms in this book that are known to be trademarks or service marks have 
been appropriately capitalized.  

Aperture is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 
Nikon, Nikkor, NEF, Nikon Capture, and Capture NX are registered trademarks 
of Nikon Corporation, Japan.
U point and Nik are trademarks of Nik Software, Inc.
Photoshop and Lightroom are registered trademarks of Adobe Systems, Inc.

Cover Image: Mossy stream, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Tennessee.



	 iii 

This book is dedicated to the memory of my friend and colleague, 
Steven H. Lieber.



iv 	 v 

The Photographer’s Guide to Digital Landscapes

Table of Contents
The Photographer’s Guide to Digital Landscapes	 ii

Acknowledgements	 viii

About this book	 ix

Introduction to Digital Landscape Photography	 11

Part I: Tools of the Trade	 15

Cameras	 15
Choosing a camera body	 15

Resolution and sensor size	 15

Features to consider in a camera	 18

Lenses	 24
Primes versus zooms	 24

Understanding focal length and angle of view	 24

Choosing a focal length	 26

The modern three-lens kit	 26

All-in-one zooms	 27

“Pro” versus “consumer” lenses	 28

Specialty Lenses	 30

Tripods and Support Systems	 31
The importance of a good tripod	 31

Choosing a tripod system	 31

Tripod accessories	 35

Accessories	 37
Filters	 37

Other Accessories	 39

Camera Bags	 42
Shoulder bags	 42

Belt packs & vests	 43

Hard cases and Rolling Backpacks	 43

What to look for in a bag	 44

My current bags	 45

Dressing for Success	 46



	 v 

Part II: Field Techniques	 49

Choosing your location	 50
Not just where, but when	 50

Planning tools	 51

Getting there: travel considerations	 54

Travel checklists	 57

Understanding Light	 58
Dusk and dawn	 58

The golden hour	 58

Mid-day light	 58

Overcast light	 60

Backlighting	 60

Modifying the light	 60

Composition	 62
The rules of composition	 62

Creative Compositions: Digital Panoramas	 72
Basic techniques for creating panoramas	 72

Specialized panorama equipment	 75

Composition Checklist	 77

Exposure	 78
Camera exposure modes	 79

Camera metering modes	 80

Basic light-meter guidelines	 81

Using the image histogram	 82

Spot-metering	 85

Exposure Challenges: High Contrast Scenes	 87
Using graduated neutral-density filters	 87

Creative Exposure Settings	 91
Long exposures	 91

Multiple exposures	 94

Focus	 95
Hyperfocal technique	 95

Polarizing Filters	 97



vi 	 vii 

The Photographer’s Guide to Digital Landscapes

Rules for using polarizers	 97

Polarizers and wide-angle lenses	 98

Camera White Balance	 100
White balance tools	 100

Creative white balance	 101

Part III: Digital Post-Processing Techniques for Landscapes	 103

Image Management	 105
File transfer and browsing	 105

Metadata, keywords, and file naming	 105

Storing images/ file hierarchies/ catalog software	 107

Image back-up	 107

Ratings and labels	 108

Image management software	 109

Post-Processing Techniques	 111
RAW vs. JPEG	 111

Non-destructive editing 	 113

RAW editing workflow concepts	 113

The Landscape Look, or What I Learned From Shooting Film	 115
Components of a quality landscape image	 115

RAW Adjustments	 118
Exposure	 118

White balance	 119

Other RAW adjustments	 120

Three Tools You Must Master	 121
Curves tool	 121

Saturation controls	 126

Unsharp Mask (USM)	 127

Dedicated sharpening tools	 131

Core Adjustments: Basic Recipe	 132

Local Adjustments	 134
Brush tool basics	 135

Example: Graduated ND filter effects	 136

Local adjustment tools in ACR/Lightroom	 138

Advanced selection tools	 142



	 vii 

Example: Emphasizing a subject	 144

Special Effects and Filters	 146
Example: Tonal Contrast filter	 147

Example: Film emulation filters	 148

Example: Soft-focus and diffuser effects	 150

Example: Faux infrared	 151

Case Study: Processing a Landscape from a RAW File	 152

The Black and White Landscape	 156
Black and white conversion tools	 157

Black and white conversion tips	 161

High Dynamic Range (HDR) Landscapes	 162
HDR techniques	 162

Exposure stacking (layers)	 162

Using dedicated HDR software tools	 164

Example: Natural HDR using Photomatix Pro 	 166

Stitching Panoramic Images	 168
Stitching software	 168

Example: Using PTGui to create a panorama	 169

Printing and Web Output	 170
Color management	 170

Soft-proofing	 172

Output sharpening	 173

Learning to See: Example Images	 176

Index	 194


