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FOR BIRDS




Frequently Asked Questions for Backyard Poultry Owners
Q:  What is Biosecurity For Birds?

A:  Biosecurity for Birds is a public awareness campaign started by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service to educate the growing population of backyard poultry owners on ways to keep their flocks healthy. It launched in 2004, following an outbreak of the deadly exotic Newcastle disease (END), which claimed four million birds in California and other Western states before it was eradicated.  The campaign is focused on reducing the risk of contagious poultry diseases, such as avian influenza (AI), reaching backyard poultry. 

Q:  What is Avian Influenza?

A:  AI is a viral disease that can infect domestic poultry. Domestic birds can get AI through direct contact with infected waterfowl, other infected poultry, and water or feed that has been contaminated with the virus.  AI viruses can be classified into low pathogenicity (LPAI) and high pathogenicity (HPAI) based on the severity of the illness they cause. HPAI is an extremely infectious and deadly form of the disease that, once established, can spread rapidly from flock to flock. However, some LPAI virus strains are capable of mutating under field conditions into HPAI viruses. There is no HPAI virus in this country and the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) works to keep HPAI from becoming established in the U.S. poultry population.
Q:  Has there been an outbreak of HPAI in the United States?

A:  HPAI has been detected three times in U.S. poultry in 1924, 1983 and 2004. No human illness resulted from any of these outbreaks. In 2004, there was an outbreak among chickens in Texas, but it was quickly eradicated.

Q:  How can I prevent my birds from getting sick?

A:   There are simple steps you can take to keep your flock healthy. 

· Restrict access to your property and your birds;

· Thoroughly wash your hands first with soap and water, followed by an approved hand disinfectant.  Do this before and after working with your birds;
· Clean and disinfect all equipment that comes into contact with birds or their droppings. Remove all dirt and manure before you disinfect;
· Clean your shoes with disinfectant before working with the birds or keep a pair of shoes near the area that are worn only when dealing with your birds;
· Avoid sharing tools and equipment with other poultry owners.  If you must share, make sure you disinfect those tools;
· Make sure you buy your chicks and other poultry from a reputable hatchery or dealer.

Q:  How can I tell if my birds are sick?

A:  There are several clear signs that a flock may be infected with AI or END.
· Sudden increase in bird deaths in your flock.

· Coughing and nasal discharge, wheezing and sneezing. 

· Watery and green diarrhea. Low energy, poor appetite.

· Swelling around the eyes, neck or head.

· Purple discoloration of the wattles, combs and legs. 
· Tremors, drooping wings, circling, twisting of head and neck or lack of movement.
Q:  What should I do if my birds are sick?

A:  If your birds are sick or dying, call your local cooperative extension office, local veterinarian, the state veterinarian, your state animal/poultry diagnostic laboratory or the USDA Veterinary Services offices toll-free at 1-866-536-7593.

Q:  How many domestic backyard poultry owners are there? 

A:  The USDA does not keep statistics on the number of backyard poultry and bird owners in the country, however anecdotal evidence suggests that owning backyard poultry is a fast-growing trend.
Q:  I live in a city and want to raise chickens in my backyard.  What do I need to 
      know before I start?
A:   First check the local ordinances to make sure poultry is allowed.  Learn about raising

chickens--educating yourself about birds and their care is important.  Purchase birds from a reputable source such as a hatchery.  Follow the same precautions and practices that suburban and rural dwellers use to keep your poultry and that of your neighbors safe from infectious poultry diseases.

Q:  My flock is free-range, how much of a problem is that for infectious diseases?

A:   Free-range flocks have the potential of exposure to diseases carried by wild birds 

      and by visitors to your property, and from diseases that you may track back home so

      you need to take precautions to keep your birds safe from infectious diseases, as 

      well as from predators.  In addition to the steps mentioned in this document, you 

      should minimize the contact your birds have with wild birds by keeping them fenced 

      in and, if possible, using netting above the birds’ area.  Keep food and water 

      protected. Your birds should not share a water source with wild birds.  Quarantine

      new birds for 30 days.  Keep up-to-date on bird disease issues.

Q:  How can I find more information about Biosecurity For Birds?
A:   For more information about keeping your birds healthy, visit the APHIS Biosecurity for Birds  website at: http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov
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