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FOR BIRDS




USDA/APHIS Biosecurity for Birds Campaign Fact Sheet
Biosecurity For Birds is an outreach and awareness campaign designed to educate the growing population of backyard poultry and bird owners about ways to keep their flocks healthy and safe from disease. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched the campaign in 2004 as a result of the outbreak of deadly exotic Newcastle disease (END) in 2002-2003.  It began in a backyard flock and wound up claiming four million birds in California and other Western states, making it one of the largest animal disease outbreaks in the United States in 30 years.  
Working to Prevent Infectious Poultry Disease
USDA works very hard to prevent infectious poultry diseases such as END or avian influenza (AL) from coming into the country through import restrictions and anti-smuggling activities.
The Biosecurity For Birds campaign focuses on steps bird owners can take to keep flocks safe from these infectious poultry diseases.  AI can affect domestic poultry with devastating effects. It can spread rapidly unless proper precautions are taken. Domesticated poultry and birds may get AI through direct contact with infected waterfowl, other infected poultry, and water or feed that has been contaminated with the virus. 
The goal of the campaign is to educate poultry owners to look for signs of disease, report sudden or increased bird deaths, and protect their birds by practicing simple hygiene steps. The campaign provides information on how to prevent disease, signs to look for if owners suspect their birds are sick and steps to take if their flocks are ill. Poultry and pet bird owners can keep their flocks healthy by taking simple precautionary measures.

Biosecurity For Birds has taken a multilingual and multimedia approach to educating the public in Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese and Tagalog. It has created videos, hosted webinars, distributes information at county fairs, publishes pamphlets and booklets that are available on its website:  http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/
Bird Owners Can Help
Bird owners should know what to look for. Signs of infection include a sudden spike in deaths among the flock, respiratory problems, low energy and swelling around the eyes, neck and head.   Making simple hygiene steps part of the daily routine is key to keeping poultry healthy and reducing the chances of a disease reaching your flock.  
For more information about the campaign and precautionary measures, visit the Biosecurity for Birds website: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/ 
Media representatives may contact Pam Goldstein at pgoldstein@diversitymc.com  973-377-0300, Ext. 14.

