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WELDING AND SAFETY

There are important safety measures that need to be taken before starting a welding project.  Fumes, welding gases, and electromagnetic fields can be harmful and dangerous. Welding sparks can cause fire or explosion; arc rays and hot metal will burn.

Proper safety precautions must be taken to protect the eyes, face and neck, as well as the rest of the body from flash burn, ultraviolet light, sparks and heat. This includes wearing personal protective equipment – a welding helmet with a dark face plate, heavy duty gloves, etc. It is also recommended to use welding accessories such as copper plates (http://www.eastwood.com/welders-helper-3x3-set-flat-curve-anglecop-plates.html), panel clamps (http://www.eastwood.com/intergrip-panel-clamps-set-of-4.html) or magnets; all of these products are available through Eastwood.

Eastwood’s Welding Helmet is auto-darkening and has an adjustable viewing shade from #9- #12 and a large 1.87" x 3.87" lens. http://www.eastwood.com/mig-135-welder-cart-helmet-kit.html
Eastwood’s Welding Gloves are professional grade MIG/TIG welding gloves with an extended cuff to shield wrists when welding. Supple leather allows precise "feel" for both the MIG trigger or the filler rod when TIG welding. Leather will actually soften with use. http://www.eastwood.com/welding-gloves-large-medium.html
Always keep a fire extinguisher nearby while welding and use welding blankets to protect painted surfaces, dashboards, engines, etc. 
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