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Artist’s statement: 

The first time I walked into the Atrium II of the Hilton Anatole my heart leapt.   I found myself in a stunning and monumental space, flanked with balconies rising up ten stories, and capped by a truss of steel and then glass.  In the daytime natural light floods in, and at night the panes of glass above become a night sky of stars as they reflect the interior lights.   It is a huge honor to be invited to make a sculpture in the Atrium II as part of a major renovation.   Above all I wanted to do justice to the magic of the space, and to play with the elements already found there –the light, the magnificent scale, the steel truss work, and the sparkles high above. 

The Nebula, suspended from the ceiling above, will have thousands of custom amber crystals organized in a multi-tiered, geometric pattern.  Inspired by the sensuousness and fluidity of nature, as well as the logic of mathematics, this array of amber sparkles will slowly rise and fall in a complex choreography:  dynamic and yet meditative, gracefully swimming in the center of the atrium. 

I was raised in Berkeley, California.  A love of math and physics propelled me to Harvard, where I changed paths and got a degree in English.  I then went on to study traditional painting in Italy and Russia.  In 1999 I became obsessed with the movement of a little green caterpillar, and set out to make wave-like sculptures.  In 2004 I moved to my current studio in Emeryville and began making a series of large-scale undulating installations inspired by the ripples of water and the swirling wind. 

Despite its fluidity, the movement of the Nebula is not digital in origin, but rather the result of one mechanism fanning out to 10 miles of aircraft cable and 1,780 pulleys.  At almost 100 feet long, it is the largest sculpture that I’ve ever made, and it is with tremendous anticipation I look forward to having it come alive and swim for the first time in the light filled volume of the Hilton Anatole. 
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