
SmartGeoMetrics, a division of SmartMultiMedia™, 
Inc., is a Leica Geosystems Authorized Distributor 
offering 3D laser scanning equipment rental, 
hardware and software sales, training and 
experienced market-focused support services. Our 
laser scanner inventory is one of the largest in the 
industry including the latest Leica 3D Laser 
scanners, targets, hi-res digital panoramic camera 
gear and a full-range of accessories. SmartGeoMet-
rics is committed to providing easy access to the 
equipment and resources our clients need to 
successfully complete their projects on-time and 
under budget while strengthening their existing 
services and pursuits.

Leica Cyclone
Leica CloudWorx

Leica Cyclone II TOPO
Leica ForensicMAP Pro

High-End Multimedia
Interactive 3D Environments
3D Rendering/Animation
Reconstruction/Simulation
High Dynamic Range Photography (HDR)
Visual Effects
Graphic Design
HD Video/Production/Post-Production
Immersive and Interactive Digital Learning

“Intelligent” Systems
Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Building Information Models (BIM)
Building Management Systems (BMS)
HDR Panoramic Imagery
Gigapixel Panoramic Imagery
Interactive Virtual-Reality Tours
Augmented Reality

ZScape™ 3D Digital Holographic Prints
 

Beginner to advanced classroom-based or 
on-the-job training for field and office laser 
scanning and data extraction procedures.

3D laser scanner rentals, sales, training and 
support services

Superior value-added services The leading on-line resource related to 3D 
Laser Scanning, LiDAR and Mobile Scanning

SmartMultiMedia™, Inc. is an award-winning, 
high-end multimedia company specialized in 
the “real-world” application of digital 3D data, 
visualization and deployment of immersive 
digital learning tools. Our mission is to leverage 
the information surrounding us by providing 
valuable, “intelligent” data to our clients and 
partners in order to strengthen their operational 
practices.

Our core team of educators, graphic artists, 3D 
modelers/compositors, editors, writers and 
subject matter experts, along with strategic 
partners in various industries, enable us to offer 
superior value-added solutions to various 
market sectors. With over 30 years of visualiza-
tion and interactive digital learning develop-
ment experience covering every major industry, 
SmartMultiMedia™ is your high-end data 
integration and visualization solution provider.

SCANable.com is committed to providing 
valuable information and resources related to 
the 3D Laser Scanning, LiDAR and Mobile 
Scanning industries in order to increase the 
awareness of the benefits and capabilities of 
these technologies. We strive to provide the 
necessary tools and support to further enhance 
the state of these industries.

2440 South Blvd., Suite 105
Houston, Texas 77098

T: 713.574.6690
F: 281.247.9823

TM SCAN .com

RENTALS/SALES

TRAINING

Experience Field/Office Personnel
Proposal Coordination/Teaming
Marketing & Business Development

SUPPORT SERVICES

VALUE-ADDED SERVICES

INDUSTRY RESOURCES

Field-of-view
Range
Scan Rate

360º x 270º
Up to 300 meters @ 90% reflectivity
Up to 50,000 points/sec.

Field-of-view
Range
Scan Rate

360º x 270º
Up to 300 meters @ 90% reflectivity
Up to 20,000 points/sec.

Service Provider Business Directory
3D Laser Scanning
LiDAR
Mobile Scanning

Latest Industry-Related News

In-Depth Product Reviews

Industry Event Calendar

Classified Ads
Employment
Hardware

Accessories

Software

Field-of-view
Range
Scan Rate

360º x 310º
Up to 79 meters @ 90% reflectivity
Up to 508,000 points/sec.

ScanStation C10

ScanStation 2

HDS6100

SmartGeoMetrics, a division of SmartMultiMedia™,

3D laser scanner rentals, sales, training and
support services

SmartMultiMedia™ Inc is an award winning

g
Laser Scanning, LiDAR and Mobile Scanning

SCANable.com is committed to providing
valuable information and resources related to
the 3D Laser Scanning, LiDAR and Mobile 
Scanning industries in order to increase the 
awareness of the benefits and capabilities of 
these technologies We strive to provide the

Authorized Distributor

www.Smar tG eoMetrics.com www.Smar tMM.com www.SC ANable.com













Michael Strav ato/HBJ

Richard Lasater (left)
and Douglas Smith of
Smart MultiMedia:
Testing HD scanning
technology on
Immanuel Luthern
Church in the Heights.

View Larger
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Houston Business Journal - by Ford Gunter

Smart MultiMedia is laser-scanning a local church and a U.S. battleship to
virtually map the historic landmarks and preserve them for posterity.

On Dec. 22, the Houston firm visited Immanuel Lutheran Church in the
Heights to collect millions of data points throughout the unused former
chapel. These will be tied together to create a three-dimensional “point
cloud,” which can be used to produce CAD drawings, 3D models and virtual
tours.

In early January, Smart Multimedia President Richard Lasater is leading a
team of three companies to Pearl Harbor to scan the exterior of the USS
Missouri in dry dock.

Lasater approached the Heights church and offered his company’s services
free of charge after hearing about the battle to save the building (see related box).

“Houston has such a problem with historic buildings being torn down, and this is not a very hard
project to do,” says the Houston native.

The little old church in the Heights, a small project that would run about $8,000, is a dry run of
sorts.

“We are trying to prove the technology in the Houston area,” Lasater says. “Historical sites are
generally $3,000 to $4,000 a day, plus post-processing expenses. The church is a one- to two-day
deal.”

Mapping the Missouri — site of the Japanese surrender in World War II — will run in the “tens of
thousands” of dollars range, and that’s after cutting the nonprofit USS Missouri Memorial
Association a deal.

Smart Multimedia generates about 40 percent of its business from historic sites. In addition to
work on the USS Texas, the firm recently did an exterior map of the Savoy Hotel before the
downtown structure was demolished.

Other business is split between civil projects such as a recent exterior mapping of an 11-story
parking garage that needs a “new skin” in the Texas Medical Center, and petrochemical projects.
Mapping a refinery costs between $6,000 and $12,000 a day.

An epic ‘Battleship’

The size of the structure dictates the number of scanner positions.

“In one position, the laser scanner will scan everything it sees, and create a point cloud,” Lasater
explains. “Then you repeat it from position two, and put the two scans together.”

The exterior of the USS Missouri will require 90 scans.

The anchor vessel of Pearl Harbor’s Battleship Row is currently in dry dock undergoing
sandblasting and repainting. When this work is complete, the Smart GeoMetrics division of Smart
MultiMedia will have a three-day window before the ship re-enters the water on Jan. 7.

“When it’s in the water, it’s moving,” says Douglas Smith, vice president of communications. “And
the lasers don’t work under water.”

Lasater is bringing along two “friendly competitors” with offices in the Houston area — Meridian
Associates and As-Built Modeling Services Inc. — for on-the-ground support.



“It’s a big, big ship,” Lasater says. “It’s probably a 12-day project that we have to do in three.”

The two companies will provide expertise and equipment, with Meridian contributing survey
services for a “control network” — essentially a grid made up of target points placed throughout
the ship to ensure accuracy.

“It’s the first time ever that the exterior hull of a naval ship has been documented using a laser,”
Lasater says.

The team will also scan the bridge, the “handling room” where shells were loaded into 16-inch
guns, and the fire control center for Industrial Light & Magic.

The special-effects company created by George Lucas will use the scans of the Missouri for digital
effects in the 2011 movie “Battleship,” directed by “Friday Night Lights” creator and “Hancock”
director Peter Berg.

Eventually, Smart MultiMedia will scan the entire ship from the inside out, but that will likely take
years.

Says Lasater: “It’s very similar to a petrochemical job. It’s essentially a giant machine.”

Smart education

Smart MultiMedia started in 2006 with two basic business units.

One focused on laser scanning for the petrochemical industry while the other concentrated on 3D
and non-3D interactive teaching and training materials for Hewlett-Packard Co. and the Texas
Medical Center.

Lasater says the recession wiped out the educational side of the business.

“The phone stopped ringing last August, and didn’t ring again for eight months,” he says.

In contrast, he sees abundant opportunities in the refining sector, which has “completely turned
around” in the last few months.

The company is back up to seven employees after wilting to four, and hopes to be back up to nine
in a few months. Considering the company’s niche, the goal would appear to be achievable.

“There are a limited number of HD laser scanners in the world,” says Smart MultiMedia
communications honcho Smith. “It takes six months to get one, they are built by hand and there’s
quite a lot of software that goes with them.”

The scanners Smart MultiMedia uses run between $120,000 and $160,000, although the
company will begin the new year as an official distributor for the dominant manufacturer, Leica
Geosystems.

“Most companies with HD scanners only do petrochemical or civil surveys,” Lasater says. “There
are probably only three or four in the world like us, and only one other one — Plowman Craven
Ltd. in England — that does the weird stuff like battleships.”
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