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Summary 
HotPads.com, the D.C.-based start-up and map-based real estate search engine, released an 
interactive heat map comparing congressional districts party affiliation and foreclosure rates. 
HotPads data shows that Republican districts are experiencing 31 percent higher foreclosure 
rates than their Democratic counterparts. Democratic districts experienced a 10.2 percent 
decrease in foreclosure rates since the 2008 elections while Republican districts have 
experienced an 8.6 percent increase in foreclosure rates, HotPads concluded. The election 
analysis also includes lists of the best and worst performing housing congressional districts.  
 
Full Text 
HotPads, the D.C. based visual real estate search engine, released today interactive heat maps 
comparing congressional districts, party affiliations and foreclosure rates. 
 
Democratic represented districts have a 31 percent lower foreclosure rate compared to 
Republican counterparts. At the same time, among the top 25 most liberal and top 25 most 
conservative districts, liberal districts have 60 percent higher foreclosure rates than 
conservative districts.  
 
The Foreclosure Heat Map, calculated using all homes that are currently in the foreclosure 
process,  shows US foreclosure rates slightly decreasing, from an average yearly rate of 2.95 
percent in 2008 to 2.59 percent in 2010.  Democrat districts appear to have a 10 percent 
foreclosure decrease (from .47 in 2008 to .42 in 2010) while Republican districts show a 10 
percent increase (from .50 in 2008 to .55 in 2010).   Further, states with a troubled housing 
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market in 2008 remain unchanged, with California, Nevada, Arizona, and Florida showing 
highest housing instability again in 2010.   
 
The Rent Ratio Heat Map, calculated by dividing each congressional district's median house 
price by the annual rent for the area, shows 2010 average rent ratio has decreased to 9.96 from 
12.89 in 2008, meaning over the last two years buying became a cheaper option than renting.    
 
Comparing foreclosure percent changes from 2008 to 2010, Moore (D, Kansas 3), Cassidy (D, 
Louisiana 6), Petri (R, Wisconsin 6), McCarthy (D, New York 4) represent highest foreclosure 
growth districts while Shays (R, Connecticut 4), Delauro (D, Connecticut 3), Murphy (D, 
Connecticut 5), Alexander (R, Louisiana 5), Larson (D, Connecticut 1) represent districts with 
best improvements from 2008.  
 
Interestingly, the top 20 districts with the highest foreclosure rates in 2008 show a 37 percent 
improvement in 2010, with the exclusion of representatives Titus (R, Nevada 3), Berkley (D, 
Nevada 1), Franks (R, Arizona 2), and Flake (R, Arizona 6) who's districts saw a foreclosure 
increase from 2008.  
 
The 2010 congressional heat map outlines all 435 districts and shows the foreclosure 
environments in each. Zooming into the map unveils the districts' party affiliation and informs 
users about local housing conditions, making it an indispensable tool for anyone following US 
politics.  
 
Releasing the industry's first interactive heat map linking politics to the housing market in 2008, 
HotPads is committed to tracking market trends and making housing data easily searchable. 
HotPads is an innovative, map based real estate search engine helping 2.5 million monthly users 
find their new home.  
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