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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT:

The last several years have seen a huge identity crisis in men--divorce, feminism, and other social forces, including the sexual revolution, have caused major upheavals in how men see themselves.  Many have called the recent economic recession “The worst economic climate since the Great Depression.” This has simply added to the stress level. Of course, women suffer the same indignities, but men tend to isolate themselves in their pain. I was curious to explore how emotionally isolated men could help each other deal with their pain.
Having worked as a New York City “man with a van” myself, as a financial necessity, and witnessing the upheaval of people’s lives, I became increasingly compelled by the many hard-luck stories I began to hear from men. My story is about two of them, a middle aged stockbroker whose ambition leads to the loss of his health, his family and millions of dollars of other people’s money, and his unlikely friendship with a working class mover who struggles with his unfulfilled dreams. They are frogs who dream of becoming princes-- if they can survive.
--Writer/Director of FROG DREAMS, Daniel Jordano
* “Frog Dreams” is a the title of one of the character’s unpublished children’s books
Short Synopsis
Jim is a coke addicted, fund manager who just lost his job and millions in the recession. Mickey is the man-with-a-van mover Jim hires to help him transport his file boxes to storage in Pennsylvania. The two become unlikely friends and help each other gain a newly-found perspective in their struggle to recover their lives and their manhood.

Long Synopsis

FROG DREAMS is the story of Jim Evans (John Squire),a coke addicted , divorced, fund manager, who, due to the failing economy, has just seen his lucrative finance job go up in smoke. He hires Mickey Chanos ( Daniel Jordano) , a man with a van, who is estranged from his family, sleeping in his vehicle, and who  has just found his wife in bed with another man.  

Jim finds Mickey’s ad on Craigslist, and hires him to transport his file boxes to a storage space in Williamsburg. When they find the storage unit is inaccessible, Jim persuades Mickey to take him and his belongings to his ex-wife’s house in Pennsylvania. As their road trip unfolds, it becomes clear that Jim’s coke addicted aggression doesn’t mix well with Mickey’s more passive outlook. 

Jim finds himself more alienated than ever upon arriving at his ex-wife’s house. His meeting with his daughter is awkward as well. His thoughts turning dark, Jim asks Mickey to leave him at a motel, where he has a dark night of the soul.  

This crisis leads to their unlikely friendship. Mickey invites Jim to accompany him Christmas shopping, Mickey helps Jim confront his self destructiveness, while Jim encourages Mickey to pursue his dreams. Over the course of the weekend, they challenge each other’s perspective and gain an appreciation for one another. 

Their developing friendship, is threatened by the hard truth of Jim’s addiction. Mickey parts company with Jim after Jim’s behavior proves a bit too risky for Mickey. Back in New York, each applies lessons learned to put their lives back together. When Jim’s life is threatened, Mickey and Jim come together again, understanding that somehow their friendship has given them a new found determination to withstand the storms of life in a better way.

Sobering, brutally honest, yet ultimately hopeful, Frog Dreams is the story of two men, navigating through a harsh economic and social reality while recovering their self respect and their dreams.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
The Story

The process of creating FROG DREAMS began in 2009 while writer/director Daniel Jordano was writing another screenplay. He had intended to write a film which he could shoot on his own shoe string budget. The unanimous verdict from friends was that this first screenplay was a big budget film at heart. Jordano went back to the drawing board.

Working as a “man with a van” at the time, Jordano felt drawn to the struggles that many were having during the latest recession. He also struggled with financial insecurity as he labored to provide for his family. The story for FROG DREAMS began to take shape in Jordano’s imagination.
Working life in New York has never been so tenuous. The economic recession has laid waste to many lives. Jordano was moved by the stories he heard from the people he was helping to move. He observed that though women defined themselves more by their relationships, men defined themselves more by what they did. The sudden loss of employment seemed often to be more devastating to men’s self esteem than to women’s. 

“I was consistently struck with how many men were struggling with these issues and at the same time, how desperate they were to hide their struggles from others.” says Jordano. The friendlessness and isolation of men compelled me to tell this story”

The story of FROG DREAMS is a universal one of survival and male friendship 
The Story

The story began to coalesce around many of Daniel’s experiences as a mover. Tales of downsizing were commonplace as people moved out of more expensive apartments to more affordable housing.  “I began to hear many tales of ‘guys with white boxes’.” Jordano remembers, “ These were the men from the financial sector who were being terminated by the busloads. A lot of these guys did not know what they were going to do next”
Daniel began to develop his story around one such casualty of the recession, Jim Evans, (John Squire) and his friendship with his man-with- a-van, Mickey Chanos (Daniel Jordano)

At the heart of the story is Jim’s struggle to keep from complete self destruction under the pressures of his addictions and debts, and his burgeoning friendship with Mickey—a man who simply wants to be reconciled with his estranged wife and son. 

Mickey and Jim are two men who have lost their way in a sea of pressures to conform. They have lost their dreams to the pressures of mere survival. The alienation of divorce and broken relationships haunt them both. Yet for a brief moment, they find in each other a reason to hope. 

Casting and Preparation
 Working with long time friend Tyler Demetro, a young filmmaker based in New York, as co producer, Jordano looked forward to the casting process. Jordano, an actor himself, decided to cast himself in the role of Mickey. “Two main reasons” , joked Jordano. “first, I felt I had the experience as a mover to bring the authenticity, and I couldn’t get another acting job otherwise!”

For the part of Jim, Jordano knew he needed someone with the emotional depth, yet with the likability needed for a man who doesn’t  do many likable things. They were fortunate to find John Squire, a New York based theater actor, early in the process. They would see many more actors but kept going back to John. “John had this way about him as if he could talk his way into the oval office”.Jordano recalls,  “The character really needed that kind of a vibe, as well as being able to convey the emotional pain he was in.
We just kept going back to his tape and realizing we had found our guy.”
Jordano and Demetro then went about casting the important roles of the wives. Though they are in a few scenes, they believed that their presence is strongly felt throughout the movie. “Though this is essentially a buddy picture, their relationship to the women in their lives is a powerful force and we needed actresses who could convey a lot in a short amount of time”, Demetro recalls. “ We got lucky with our actresses”
Jordano decided to use a lot of improvisation in the auditions. Kara Tyler who plays Mickey’s wife, impressed them early on.”She is just incredibly strong and focused. Jordano remembers. “She was amazing in the improvisations.   The one who she really impressed was my wife, Sheila. Kara just had this pain in her readings that showed a tremendous understanding of the part. Kara joked with us that when she first read the part, she thought, ‘I’m gonna nail the shit out of this’” 

Jim’s wife, played by Toni Vitale was not Jordano’s first choice, but when scheduling conflicts caused the original actress hired to back out, she was next in line. “She has only a few scenes but we needed someone who could show this toughness and at the same time this tenderness towards her ex husband”, says Jordano, “She was spot on.”

Lauren Tiffany, who plays Jim’s daughter in a crucial scene, was a difficult part to cast. “She had to be a world weary child of divorce and still have a child’s innocence and vulnerability” Demetro explains. “That was a tough combination to find but Lauren really was able to capture that.”
Many of the other actors were found originally auditioning for the leads.  Jordano acknowledges their good fortune. “We are blessed to live in New York to find so many talented character actors. They were better than we ever expected.”
Jordano opted to undergo little to no rehearsals, another method he felt would lend itself to the film's integrity and free the actors for more genuine performances.

”John and I were real strangers to each other, which was good, because I wanted to see a friendship developing on screen coming out of that awkwardness”, Jordano recalls. “ Our ridiculous schedule was a factor as well. This was guerilla filmmaking at its best.”
The Production
FROG Dreams was shot, guerilla production style, in only12 days in March and April 2009. Jordano explains, “People thought we were ridiculous to try to shoot a 100 page script in 10 days. We were, but to be honest. I didn’t have 10 days straight I could take from making money. So the economic climate affected the production as well. I knew we would not get everything in the ten days but since this was a story that largely takes place in a weekend, we decided the intense schedule would help to create that.”
Jordano funded the production out of his own pocket. This was his first film and he realized that not many would take a financial gamble on his first film. “I had to put my own money where my mouth was” Jordano recalls. “ I believed in the script. I had the camera from my work in video production and decided to go for it.” 
The first four days were shot in New York City, largely in Jordano’s apartment. The time and budget limitations led them to use as many of their own resources as they could. The script was written to take advantage of Jordano’s van, his apartment and his little cabin in the Poconos.  “Write what you know and use what you have is the mantra of starving artists everywhere” laughs Jordano. 

Demetro and Jordano pulled together a small crew. Mostly recently film grads and those looking to break into feature film making.”We were fortunate to get such a fabulous crew to work for meals, jokes Jordano.  I like to think my script had a little to do with that”
Heixan Robles, the director of photography and Jordano deicided on a hand held style for the film. They wanted the immediate feel of cine verite and also realized how it would help them to move more quickly due to the limited schedule. Jordano was amazed at the amount of footage they were able to shoot in 12 days. “We certainly were disciplined and learned to move quickly” says Jordano. “We were able to develp a high level of trust in one another.”
The shooting style also put the focus on the characters, the story and the themes: the film's already apex strengths. 
The crew were found to all be extremely enthusiastic and surprisingly chipper in spite of the demanding and often enervating shooting schedule. A young and eager caterer even prepared meals for the whole cast and crew, with the production only having to cover the expense of the food itself.

While lodging together in Jordano’s cabin in the Pocono Mountains, the crew would gather every night for board games, food and beers.  In transit, there could always be heard a game of 'When I Went to Market' transpiring in the cab of the vehicle that carried crew. It felt a little like “film camp”, says Jordano. 
The Cast:

Daniel Jordano ( Mickey Chanos)

As an actor, and native New Yorker, Jordano has starred in such films as PLAYING FOR KEEPS with Miramax Films, and the minor cult classic, ALPHABET CITY with Vincent Spano.  He has had numerous appearances off Broadway and understudied in the national tour of Torch Song Trilogy. Daniel has studied with Wynn Handman and Herbert Berghof.  
John Squire   ( Jim Evans) 
After attending Colorado State Univeristy with an Air Force scholarship John did what all engineers do, become an actor. Actually he became a professional competitive ballroom dancer and then an actor! Dancing his way to New York he attended the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. John continues to work in commercials, television, film, and theatre being associated with theatre companies such as The Phoenix Players and Turtle Shell Productions.
Kara Tyler ( Sophia Chanos) 

Kara is a proud Vermonter and a graduate of the American Academy of Dramatic Arts (NY) and Temple University, with her BFA in theatre and psychology. She has acted and directed with various theatre companies in NYC & PA., including Kings County Shakespeare Co, terraNova,Fulton Opera House, and The Billie Holiday Theatre. As a teaching artist, Kara has spent many years designing and implementing drama therapy based learning programs for students aged 5-18. She also teaches Shakespeare to all ages. Kara first co-produced in 1999 with Five Women Productions (5 W.P.). 

In 2002, Kara founded the theatre company Groove MaMa Ink.

Lauren Steffany        ( Kristen Evans)
 The role of Kristin Evans is played by Lauren Steffany. Originally from Connecticut, Lauren recently graduated from Marymount Manhattan College and continues to study with Caymichael Patten. In addition, Lauren has written, performed, and founded improvisational and sketch comedy groups, with which she is still involved. 'Frog Dreams' is Lauren's first film, and she is delighted that she was able to share such a great experience with such a talented and giving group of people. She's grateful to her family and friends for giving her the oomph to pursue this dream.
Toni Vitale ( (Marisa)

As a child, Toni remembers her Mother asking her if she wanted to be on TV. It was then she discovered that she wanted to be an actress. After attending various acting schools, Toni began studying the Meisner Technique with her mentor Suzanne Esper at The William Esper Studios. As a 2 year graduate, she continues to study and perfect her craft. She has also taken classes at The Upright Citizens Brigade (improv). Currently, Toni can be seen in a number of leading and supporting roles in various independent films, commercials and internet shows. Determined and focused, you will see a lot more of Toni Vitale in the future. 

 The Filmmakers
Daniel Jordano           Co-Producer/Writer/Director

Born and raised in New York City, FROG DREAMS is Daniel’s directorial debut.  As an actor, Jordano has starred in such films as PLAYING FOR KEEPS and ALPHABET CITY. He attended the School of Visual Arts in New York and is currently working on his next feature script which he hopes to shoot for a 20 million dollar budget!

Tyler Demetro          Co-Producer/First Asst. Director

Tyler is originally from Texas. A graduate of the New York Film Academy, he has written, produced and directed eight of his own films, as well as served on production, camera, and editorial teams for independent features, commercials, TV spots, music videos, web series, and short films.

Heixan Robles
Director of Photography
Born and raised in Puerto Rico, Heixan always was involved with the visual arts. Soon after high school, he began working as a theater technician where developed skills in lighting and scenography while studying Television Production and Direction. 
Heixan has written and directed his own projects, yet he continued to develop in all areas of his craft, when he recognized his passion as a director of photography. He currently resides in New York. 

