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Is there a doctor in the house?

New first-of-its-kind program to address shortage of primary care physicians
[Editor’s note: B-roll and sound bytes available upon request.]
ANCHOR INTRO: The national media has covered the issue, and most people will tell you that it’s getting more and more difficult to find a primary care doctor. One school of medicine has designed a new program to attract students to the field and possibly find answers to the shortage.
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ACCORDING TO THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS, SINCE 1997, U.S. MEDICAL SCHOOL GRADUATE MATCHES IN FAMILY MEDICINE HAVE FALLEN BY NEARLY 50 PERCENT. 
 Mike Ragain, M.D., Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Medicine Chairman of Family and Community Medicine, (SOT): “The population has continued to grow and there’s been, what they call the gray Tsunami coming forward with all the baby boomers getting older and requiring more services. So we need more docs.”

THE LIAISON COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL EDUCATION RECENTLY APPROVED A PROGRAM AT THE TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER SCHOOL OF MEDICINE THAT WILL SHORTEN MEDICAL SCHOOL BY A YEAR WHICH ALLOWS FOR A SAVINGS IN TERMS OF COST OF THE EDUCATION. 

Steven Berk, M.D., dean of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Medicine, (SOT): “We know that there are some medical students that want to go into family medicine, but because their debt is so high they choose another, higher paying field instead. So we’re sure that with this program by cutting the debt 50 percent, they’ll definitely be some additional students that will want to do family medicine.”

CURRENTLY A MEDICAL STUDENT CAN AVERAGE DEBT OF $150,000 TO $160,000. THE FIELD OF FAMILY MEDICINE IS LESS LUCRATIVE THAN SPECIALTIES SUCH AS CARDIOLOGY. BUT, DON’T THINK THE SHORTER PROGRAM WILL AFFECT THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION.

Simon Williams, Ph.D., associate dean of School of Medicine Academic Affairs at Texas Tech University Health Sciences, (SOT): “They will perform all of the requirements of a bonafide medical degree and they will graduate with exactly the same qualifications as the student in the four-year program.”

 IN A NORMAL FOUR-YEAR CURRICULUM, STUDENTS USE THE FOURTH YEAR TO STUDY SPECIALIZED ACTIVITIES TO CHOOSE THEIR SPECIALTIES SUCH AS SURGERY OR CARDIOLOGY. 

Mike Ragain, M.D., Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Medicine Chairman of Family and Community Medicine, (SOT): “So rather than pay for four years of medical school, it’s three years of medical school and we were able to take all of the requirements of a four year program and put them in three years.”
ANCHOR TAG: Texas Tech School of Medicine hopes to begin the new Family Medicine Accelerated Program in the next academic year. Dr. Berk adds that the program will be one of prestige by recruiting the students from the top of the class.
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