Words of Wisdom, circa 1891

A new poster series from Old Tom Foolery

Way up in the boonies of Minnesota, we stumbled across an
unintentionally funny instructional book from 1891. We felt it
was our civic duty to share its antiquated-yet-timeless advice
and illustrations with the modern world. So here it is, bit by
bit, in the form of this old-timey poster series. Every poster is
screen-printed by hand on rich khaki-colored paper.
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“ Keep both feet on the floor. ,,

HOW TO WRITE.
A Complete Set of Rules for Position and Practice.

L SIt In an wpright and easy position. 1t will add o the
ease and beauty of your writing. Feep Btk forf o Ghe flosr,

2. Hold the pen firmly, but mot so tightly ns to cramp the
fingers.

2 Place the hand on the paper so the top of the holder will
always point over the right shoubder. This will cause the
proimts of the pen to press equally on the paper,

4. Keep the wrist from teuching the paper or desk, and keep
the thamb from besding while writing, Avold the Snger
movement. It |s mot practical.

5. Let every downward stroke of the pen be drawn towards
the centor of tse Buedy, asd the weitlng will have the cormect
slant,

&, Never practlce carelessly. Always practics with a free
and guick strole, Lt the movement be bodd, free, offhand,
resting the pen so lghily that the arm, basd and fiegers can
move freely together.

7. In making the shades, préss on the pea with a genmtle,
springlong meovement. 1L will svold heavy and irregular
strokes.

& Heavy shading, or shading every dowsward stroke, naver
2dds beanty nor grace to the writlng.

9. The thoughtful stadent in penmanship, a8 In other studies,
will wim. Think and write. Practiee with perseverance, and
your sucsess will be certaln.

10, To make the greatest improvemant In the shorlest tme,
practics upon the letters separately until you can make tbem
all eorrectly.

11. Flourishes, too heavy shading, too Iarge or too small
letters, should ba carefully avolded.

12. Practice writing by copylng business letters, mobes,
drafis, recelpts, @0, asd you will improve your knowledge of
busimess ns well as your penmanship.

W-Write-18x24 (18" x 24")




HOW TO APPLY FOR A SITUATION,
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“ Pluck and perseverance
will win you a position. ,,

HOW TO APPLY FOR A SITUATION.

1. Fit yoursalf by securing a falr knowbedge of Arithmetle,
Geography, Grammar, United States History, Book-keaping,
asd mastor Penmanshilp suMcleatly so as to write neatly and
rapldly, Obiain & good fal ed im some nebialks)
Institation if you pessilly can.

2. Secure & few beiters of recommendation from your friends
s prossisent business mea if possible.

&, Make up yoor mind what buslees you destre to follew
and get & Hat of the best houses in this Hee, and then make
preparation (o apply.

4. Thes pulom your best elothes, see that they are neatly
Brushed, that your lines ks 1 your bools bseked, your
hands amd face clean, and your Snger-nails properly trimmed.

5 Go o ibe best houses fissl, Walk directly to the
ofice and ask for the propsictor, 1f ha Is not 1s or, ks busy
and cannot see you, say that you may eall again and politely
leave. Make a note of your call and thes go to the next place
on your st

8. If you succeed In seeing the proprietor and are permitied
to stale your case, come o the polet at once. Say that you
are from llinols (or whatever State you are from), and that
you have been im tlse clty for so many days, or weeks, &3 the
s may be, rying o learn some things that may enable you
ta be helplal in a business house, asd that you desire o try,
wages no object; you are willing to demonstrate your Siness
nt whatever work they may have, no matter what it is.

7. If you are f gh to galn the peop '8 S0l
fidenee, 0 that be s willing to try you, be glad and ask hiss to
glve you any work e may have. If bo has no work he will
say o, i you bid him good-day and polively retine,

& DBefore you go tothe next placestop for a mossent and con-
slder £rat, that you made po falhare in not seouring & position,
for the renson that It A8 pot exist, and stody carefully and
see If pou have net made asy mistakes in your method of
applicatien.

% Enter the next howss with as much courage and confidence
aa you would if you wese sure of & favorable reply. Adopt
ke same course as before, asd if uwnesocessful, remember that
you and God bold the seered, and keep on In the same way. If
In & large clty, visit forty or fifty houses each day. Pluck and
perseverance will win you & position, for many of our most
prominent business men of today began by working lomg
und hard in seouring thelr first sitantios in the same way.

1. Remember that most of the prominent busimess men of
to-dny worked thelr own way up from the bottom, and ibey
will have consldernble sympathy for a young man whe |s start-
Ing out im ke with sothing but an bopest heart and willing
hazds.

W-Situation-18x24 (18" x 24")




“ During business hours,
attend to nothing but business. ,,

IT NEVER PAYS TO MISREPRESENT THE THING YOU ARE SELLING.

BUSINESS MAXIMS.

1. Your first ambition should be the aequisition of knowl-
edge, pertaining to your business,

2. Above all things acquire a good, correct epistolary style,
for you are judged by the business world according to the
character, expression, and style of your letters.

3. During business hours attend to nothing but business,
but be prompt in responding to all communications, and never
suffer a letter to remain without an answer.

4. Never fail to meet a business engagement, however irk-
some it may be at that moment.

5. Undertake no business without mature reflection, and con-
fine your capital closely to the business you have established.

6. Lead a regular life, avoid display, and choose your associ-
ates discreetly, and prefer the society of men of your own type.

7. Avoid litigation as much as possible, study for yourself
the theory of commereial law, and be your own lawyer.

8. Never run down a neighbor’s property or goods and praise
up your own. Itis a mark of low breeding, and will gain you
nothing.

W-Maxims-11x17 (11" x 17")



“ A drunken man is always
at the mercy of his enemies. ”

PRACTICAL RULES FOR SUCCESS.

1. Keep your health good by adopting regular and steady
habits.

2. Never be afraid to say no. Every successful man must
have the backbone to assert his rights.

3. Remember that steady earnest effort alone leads to wealth
and high position.

4. Be not ashamed to work, for it is one of the conditions of
our existence, There is not a eriminal who does not owe his
erime to some idle hour.

5. Never covet what is not your own.
6. Remember that time is gold.

7. To industry and economy add self-reliance. Do not take
too mueh advice, think for yourself. Independence will add
vigor and inspiration to your labors,

8. Don't be selfish. Selfishness is the meanest of vices, and
the parent of a dozen more. Selfishness keeps a penny so
close to the eye it can’t see a dollar beyond.

9. Never forget a favor, for ingratitude is the basest trait of
a mean man's character.

10. Never taste or touch that which befogs the mind or
dethrones the reason. A drunken man is always at the mercy
of his enemies.

W-Practical-11x17 (11" x 17")



“ Writing hurriedly is not only an injury
to the writer, but vexatious, unsatisfactory,
and disrespectful to the reader. ,,

How to Improve Your Penmanship in Letter Writing,

1. Never be satisfied with mere legibility; for neatness,
elegance and correctness are equally important,

2. Hemember, carelessness and too much haste not only fail
to improve your penmanship, but actually ruin what progress
already attained.

3. Many persons write letters so hurriedly as to slur over
the words, half forming and deforming many of the letters, or
making sort of a wavy line to represent a word; this is not
only an injury to the writer, but vexatious, unsatisfactory and
disrespectful to the reader.

4. Write plainly and neatly as possible, rapidly if you can,
slowly if you must. A neat and well worded letter of one
page once a month, is better than a slovenly scrawl of four
pages once a week.

5. When persons contemplate having a photograph taken,
they often bestow much care upon their personal appearance,
in order to heighten the effect of the artist in the presentation
of their physical likeness. ‘These same persons, however, will
often sit down and write hurriedly an important letter, that
from undue haste abounds in blots, illegible writing, erasures,
bad spelling, and the wrong use of capital letters; without
onee thinking they are transmitting to their correspondent a
kind of mental photograph of themselves, drawn by their own
hand, and one, too, which better indicates their fitness for
business or for soclety than the others.

W-Penmanship-8x10 (8" x 10")



“ 20 grains make one scruple,
3 scruples make 1 drachm...,,

Tables of Weights and Measures.

TROY WEIGHT.

24 ns make 1 pennyweight, 20 penn ‘“;?h” make 1 ounce. By this
weight gold, silver and jewels only are weighed. The ounce and pound in
this, are same as in Apothecarys' weight.

APOTHECARYS' WEIGHT.

20 grains make one scruple, 3 seruples make 1 drachm, 8 drachms make 1

ounce, 12 ounces make 1 pound, :
AVOIRDUPOIS WEIGHT.

16 drachms make 1 ounce, 16 ounces make 1 pound, 25 pounds make 1

quarter, 4 quarters make 100-weight, 2,000 pounds make a ton,
DRY MEASURE.

2 Elnu make 1 quart, 8 quarts make 1 peck, 4 pecks make one bushel, 86
bushels make 1 chaldron.

LIQUID OR WINE MEASURE.

4 gills make 1 pint, 2 pintz make 1 quart, 4 quarts make 1 gallon, 31
gnﬂgins make onanmrml,g barrels nmkeql hogshe%d. gallon, 31
TIME MEASURE.

60 seconds make 1 minute, 60 minutes make 1 hour, 24 hours make 1 day,
7 days make | week, 4 weeks make 1 lunar m:untii. 28, 29, 30, or 31 days
make 1 calendar month (30 day= make 1 month in computing interest), 52
weeks and 1 day, or 12 ealendar months, make 1 year, 365 days, 5 hours, 48
minutes and 49 seconds make 1 solar year.

CIRCULAR MEASURE.

G0 seconds make 1 minute, 60 minutes make 1 degree, 30 degrees make
1 sign, 90 degrees make 1 quadrant, 4 quadrants or 360 degrees make 1 circle.
LONG MEASURE—DISTANCE.

3 barleycorns 1 inch, 12 inches 1 foot, 3 feet 1 yard, 53 yards 1 rod, 40
rods 1 furlong, 8 furlongs one mile,

CLOTH MEASURE.
214 inches 1 nail, 4 nails 1 quarter, 4 quarters 1 yard.

MISCELLANEOUS.

8 inches 1 palm, 4 inches 1 hand, 6 inches 1 span, 18 inches 1 cubit, 21.8

fnches 1 Bible cubit, 2} feet 1 mililary pace.
EQUARE MEASURE.

144 square inches 1 square foot, 9 square feet 1 square yard, 30 square
yards 1 square rod, 40 square rods 1 rood, 4 roods 1 acre, or 160 pqtfm:l rods
One AcTe.

SURVEYOR'S MEASURE,

7.92 inches 1 link, 25 links 1 rod, 4 rods 1 chain, 10 square chains or 160

square rods, 1 acre, 640 acres one square mile.
CUBIC MEASURE.

1728 cubicinches 1 eubie foot, 27 eubic feet 1 enbic yard, 128 cubic feet
1 cord (wood), 40 cubic feet 1 ton (shipping), 2150.42 cuble inches 1 standard
tmaal, 231 cubic inches 1 standard gallon, 1 cubic foot four-fifths of a
ushel.

W-Measures-8x10 (8" x 10")



“ ...Abraham Lincoln, who
was Rnown as ‘Honest Abe.’ ,,

HONESTY.

N sas

THE EARLY HOME OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, WHO WAS KNOWN AS "HONEST ABE.”

W-Abe-12x12 (12" x 12")



“ ...Free from vice, and
quiet to ride and drive. ,,

Recelpt for the Purchase of a horse.

$200.00, Omaha, Neb., March 20, 1891,

Received of J. Lerch, Two Hundred Dollars, for a black
mare, warranted only six years, sound, free from vice, and
quiet to ride and drive. Charles M. Smith.

W-Horse-12x12 (12" x 12")
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Wholesale Pricing Information
And other specifics

ALL POSTERS ARE SOLD UNFRAMED.

18" x 24" posters are packaged individually
in tubes unless otherwise requested.

All other sizes are packaged flat in
a plastic sleeve with cardboard backing.

Poster styles only available in sizes listed
under each image in this catalog.

We request a minimum of 3 posters per style.

8" X 10" 1o $8
12" X 12" (e, $9
11" X 17" $10
18" X 24" Lo $12

Phone: 612.354.2691 | Fax: 612.294.0451 | info@oldtomfoolery.com

4844 Emerson Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55419 | www.oldtomfoolery.com

©2011 Old Tom Foolery



