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PRESS RELEASE 

Friday 27th April, 2012 
The COMESA SME Toolkit Project and ELIF Business Solutions Ltd Announces the Zambia Startup Cup 
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Ten local competitions to commence 3rd May, 2012
COMESA SME Toolkit and ELIF Business Solutions ltd today announced their agreement to host ten local Startup Cup Business Model Competitions in Zambia. 
StartUp Cup is an international grassroots, locally driven, business model competition open to anyone with any type of business idea.  The first phase of coaching will begin 11th June, 2012 with winners being announced during the 2012 Global Entrepreneurship Week. To date, fourteen communities from around the world are launching StartUp Cups in 2012. 
“This is a great opportunity for Zambia’s entrepreneurial community. StartUp Cup fills an often overlooked need among entrepreneurs, long term support,” said Edwin Zulu COMESA SME Toolkit Project Coordinator & CEO –ELIF Business Solutions Ltd “Most important, it is a proven model to grow an entrepreneurial ecosystem and comes with the added value of being able to connect with entrepreneurial StartUp Cup organizers from around the globe.” 

StartUp Cup organizers are supported by BizXe, a US based organization, which guides and supports aspiring entrepreneurs, emerging companies and small businesses through the dynamic process of Business Model Design Thinking.
“We are very excited about Zambia joining the StartUp Cup effort,” said Sean Griffin, CEO of BizXe. “Communities are challenged to support a diverse entrepreneurial climate. There are a number of short-term programs, mostly focused on supporting tech companies, but until now, nothing provided the long-term support needed by business owners of all types. 
Entrepreneurs who participate in the Zambia StartUp Cup Business Model Competition will develop a viable business model during a six month coaching and mentoring process. 

About Startup Cup
StartUp Cup is an international business model competition designed to provide community based long-term support to participating local entrepreneurs during their early growth phase. This proven model to build businesses and create jobs can be replicated in any community. 
Invitation from Zambia StartUp Cup 

We would like to therefore take this opportunity to invite Business houses, Bankers, Business and Professional Associations, Entrepreneurial service providers, 
Community influencers, Grassroots entrepreneurs, High profile entrepreneurs, Local artists, Local sustainability communities, Marketing & Public Relations Professionals, Business lawyers, Business model specialists, Project management specialists, Merger & Acquisition specialists, and all Entrepreneurs to be part of this initiatives as institutions and individuals in any of or all the four categories;

a. Zambia Startup Cup Champions

b. Zambia Startup Cup Judges 

c. Zambia Startup Cup Coaches
d. Zambia Startup Cup Sponsors      
You also note that this initiative comes at the right time when the new Government is looking at the promotion of more money in people’s pockets. It is very clear that more money can only come into people’s pockets in two or three ways; 
1. That people start or grow their own businesses

2. That Government or Businesses employee people in their companies 

3. That one wins a jackpot 
But what is common to all of the above is that one has to first take a step by either investing into a business or jackpot, or becoming employed. 
It should be noted that from the kickoff day on the 3rd of May up to final Startup Cup Business Model Competition Celebration on the 13th of November there will be a lot activities taking place around country as follows:
a. The selection and announcement of the Top 25 finalists on 11th of June 2012 in each of Zambia’s 10 Provinces. We expect entrepreneurs or startups competing among themselves in the respective regions, hence promoting national economic development for all.
b. Selection & announcement of the Top 12 Semi finalists in each province on the 26th of July, 2012.
c. Selection and announcement of the Top 7 final finalists in each province on 10th of September, 2012.
In between the above dates there will serious coaching, mentorship and judging. For a detailed timetable visit the said website or contact the local contact. 
Once again this initiative calls for serious volunteers and institutions ready to be part of changing Zambia’s entrepreneurial spirit and culture. Also note the many social issues that Zambia is faced with is due to high poverty levels and idleness among our people. Hence this initiative is expected to contribute to productivity and national social –economic growth for all across the country and we all invited as businesses, NGOs, individuals, and Government leaders and Departments to be part of this initiative in the community where you are and are doing business. Contact the above addressed local contact or the COMESA SME Toolkit Project office at COMESA Secretariat in Lusaka by mail, phone or just walking there depending on where you are.
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Edwin Zulu   
Sean Griffin

Zambia Contact:


Edwin Zulu


+260 977 531821 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ezulucamp@yahoo.com" �ezulucamp@yahoo.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.zambia.startupcup.com" ��zambia.startupcup.com�





StartUp Cup Contact:


Kristen Bergman


+19184092246


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Startupcup@bizxe.com" �startupcup@bizxe.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.startupcup.com" ��startupcup.com�
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